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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this afternoon, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Series: A Holy Week 

"Holiday" is simply short for "holy day." Through the course of a year, there are certain days 
we set apart as special: to commemorate extraordinary events, to celebrate influential individ-
uals. While there are many holy days, there is but one holy week. The final week of Lent marks 
the most pivotal week in human history. In the four gospels—biographies of Jesus Christ's thir-
ty-three-year life—this single week consumes nearly a third of the ink. The Holy Spirit consid-
ered the events of this week that important.  

On a holy day, the relentless march of time slows down. We set aside our usual routines to call 
attention to whatever or whoever makes that day special. Likewise, believers slow down this 
entire week to ponder all that Christ did for them, from his humble entrance into Jerusalem... 
to his sacrificial death on the cross... to the victory of Easter morning.  
 

Today’s Focus: His Punishment, Our Peace 

Good Friday is very different than a funeral. At a funeral, we celebrate the blessings of 
someone's earthly life. But we also we mourn the fact of their death. Their death is some-
thing we wish we could forget. In the case of Jesus, his death is the very thing we gather to 
celebrate and remember. In fact, we prolong the remembrance. We dwell on the details. 
We even call this day "good." For we know why Jesus willingly endured the agony of the 
cross. It wasn't a tragic miscarriage of justice. Jesus suffered this punishment vicariously. 
He was pierced for our transgressions and crushed for our iniquities. Because he did, we 
are now right with our holy God. Jesus' punishment is our peace.  

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life. 

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A nursery is available for small children out the left-hand side of the worship space. 
Just look for the Kid’s Zone sign just past the info corner by the main entrance. Feel 
free to use that space during worship. The service will be livestreamed into the room. 

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027  
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TONIGHT’S WORSHIP 

Tonight the church remembers the crucifixion of our Lord. Our remembrance, while sol-
emn, is not a message of gloom, but the awe-filled adoration of the Son of God as he 
offers up his life as the Lamb of God. Worship on Good Friday is not a funeral service for 
Jesus, but an austere time of reflection and adoration of the Lamb of God. We gather to 
celebrate the sacrifice of the cross.  

We worship tonight using the custom of tenebrae, which is Latin for “darkness.” 
Throughout the course of worship the lights are dimmed, and candles snuffed out. These 
all represent Christ’s life ebbing away. As worship nears an end this evening, a remaining 
candle, a symbol of the Lord himself, is carried out of the chancel. The final candle is not 
snuffed out, for even on Good Friday, our worship honors a living Christ. The service is 
closed by a loud noise called the strepitus, that sounds out the sealing of Christ’s tomb. 
The final candle, which is still burning, is placed in the lobby reminding the worshipers as 
they leave that even in death there is hope in the victory of Jesus’ resurrection.  

The mood of the service is solemn, encouraging the worshipers to reflect deeply upon 
their own life in the light of the Passion of our Lord. The closing anthem is sung by the 
recorded soloist as the worshipers use the time for meditation. No closing blessing is 
pronounced, and the congregation disperses into the evening, leaving the darkened 
church in silence, yet remembering the Light which lingers and casts hope through the 
darkness of Good Friday.  

All are invited to join us for the celebration of Christ’s resurrection on Easter morning. 
Easter Festival worship is at 10:00 a.m.  

 

 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
 

God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 

willing to be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the wicked, and suffer death upon 

the cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who now lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN—Go to Dark Gethsemane 
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CONFESSION OF SINS & WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

M: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

M: Not unto us, O Lord, but to your name be glory. 

C: For your name’s sake, O Lord, you will pardon my sin.   

M: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   

M: Search me, O God, and know my heart; 

C: See if there is any offensive way in me.  

 

Silence for personal searching of the heart. 

 

M: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;  

C: According to your abundant mercy blot out my transgression. 

M: The Almighty God in his mercy has given his one and only Son into death for all your 
sins.  Through his sacrifice on the cross, God himself paid off the debt of our sin, 
and suffered the punishment we deserved.  Therefore, I proclaim to you his saving 
message of peace.  I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

 
 
 
 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  

Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
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We’ll sing verses 1-3 + 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Song Is Love Unknown 
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SERMON Mark 15:6-15 

Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the 
people requested. 7 A man called Barabbas was in prison with the    
insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising. 8 The 
crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did.  

9 “Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked     
Pilate, 10 knowing it was out of self-interest that the chief priests had 
handed Jesus over to him. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd 
to have Pilate release Barabbas instead. 

12 “What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” 
Pilate asked them. 

13 “Crucify him!” they shouted. 

14 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. 

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 

15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He 
had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. 

           

           NIV 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

HIS PUNISHMENT, OUR PEACE  

My notes: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Were You There 
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THE SEVEN WORDS FROM THE CROSS 
 
 

THE FIRST WORD Luke 23:26-34  
A word of forgiveness: "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." 

26 As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in 
from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large 
number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 
28 Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for 
yourselves and for your children. 29 For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are 
the childless women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 
30 Then “‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!”’  

31 For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 When 
they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the crimi-
nals—one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they 
do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 
 
 

SUNG RESPONSE 

C: Jesus I will ponder now  - on your holy passion; 

With your Spirit me endow -  for such meditation. 

Grant that I in love and faith - may the image cherish 

Of your suff’ring, pain, and death - that I may not perish. 

The first candle is extinguished.  Silence for meditation. 

 

 

THE SECOND WORD Luke 23:38-43 
A word of promise: "today you will be with me in paradise.” 

There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the Jews. 

39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? 
Save yourself and us!” 
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40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are un-
der the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds de-
serve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 

43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 

SUNG RESPONSE 

C: Make me see your great distress, - anguish and affliction 

Bonds and stripes and wretchedness - and your crucifixion; 

Make me see how scourge and rod, - spear and nails did wound you, 

How for them you died, O God, - who with thorns had crowned you. 

The second candle is extinguished.  Silence for meditation. 

 

 

THE THIRD WORD John 19:25-27 
A word of providence: "Woman, here is your son....Here is your mother.” 

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 

and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he 

loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the disci-

ple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.  

 

SUNG RESPONSE 

C: Yet, O Lord, not thus alone – make me see your passion, 

But its cause to me make known - and its termination. 

Ah! I also and my sin - wrought your deep affliction; 

This indeed the cause has been - of your crucifixion. 

The third candle is extinguished.  Silence for meditation. 
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THE FOURTH WORD Matthew 27:45-49 
A word of agony: "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About three in 
the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which 
means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). 

47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 

48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on 
a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if 
Elijah comes to save him.” 
 

SUNG RESPONSE 

C: If my sins give me alarm - and my conscience grieve me, 

Let your cross my fear disarm; - peace of conscience give me. 

Help me see forgiveness won - by your holy passion. 

If for me he slays his Son, - God must have compassion. 

The fourth candle is extinguished.  Silence for meditation. 

 

 

THE FIFTH WORD John 19:28, 29 
A word of fulfillment: “I am thirsty.” 

Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be 
fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 
 

SUNG RESPONSE 

C: Grant that I your passion view - with repentant grieving. 

Let me not bring shame to you - by unholy living. 

How could I refuse to shun - Ev’ry sinful pleasure 

Since for me God’s only Son - suffered without measure? 

The fifth candle is extinguished.  Silence for meditation. 
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THE SIXTH WORD John 19:30 

A word of completion: “It is finished.” 

When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his 
head and gave up his spirit. 

 
 
SUNG RESPONSE 

C: Graciously my faith renew; - help me bear my crosses, 

Learning humbleness from you, - peace mid pain and losses. 

May I give you love for love! - Hear me, O my Savior, 

That I may in heav’n above - sing your praise forever. 

The sixth candle is extinguished.  Silence for meditation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SEVENTH WORD Luke 23:44-46 
A word of trust: “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the after-
noon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spir-
it.” When he had said this, he breathed his last. 

The seventh candle is extinguished.  

 
SUNG RESPONSE On next page 
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PRAYER FOR GOOD FRIDAY 

M: Merciful God, your Son was lifted up on the cross to draw all people to himself. 
Grant that we who have been given life through his blood may at all times find mercy 
in him, Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen.  
 

 

PERFORMED BY CALEB SCHMIEGE 

O Dearest Lord, Thy Sacred Head 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

The Christ candle is relit and removed from the sanctuary.  

A loud noise (strepitus), representing the sealing of Christ's tomb, breaks the silence.  

The final candle, which is still burning, is placed in the lobby reminding the worshipers as they leave 
that even in death there is hope in the victory of Jesus’ resurrection.  

The closing anthem is sung by the recorded soloist as the worshipers use the time for meditation. 
After the anthem ends, the congregation may remain for prayer and meditation before dismissing 
themselves and leaving the church in silence. Anyone wishing to remain for fellowship is asked to 
talk outside so that the worship area can remain quiet for those who remain. 

 

 

 

Verse 1 

A lamb goes uncomplaining forth the guilt of all men bearing. 

And laden wit the sins of earth, none else the burden sharing. 

Goes patient on, grows weak and faint, to slaughter led without complaint, that spotless life to offer.   

Bears shame and stripes and wounds and death, anguish and mockery and says, 

“Willing all this I suffer. Willing all this I suffer.” 

 

Verse 2 

This Lamb is Christ, the soul’s great friend, the Lamb of God, our Savior. 

The one the father chose to send to gain for us his favor. 

“Go forth, my Son,” his Father said, “and free them from the fear of death, from guilt and condemnation. 

The wrath and pain are hard to bear, but by your passion they will share 

The fruit of your salvation. The fruit of your salvation.” 

 

CLOSING SONG—A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 
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Verse 3 

Lord, all my life to you I’ll cling, this love forever holding. 

You ever, as you ever me, with loving arms enfolding. 

Lord, you will be my beacon light, guiding me safe through death’s dark night,  

cheering my heart in sorrow. 

Therefore my self, and all that’s mine to you, my Savior I consign, 

From whom all things I borrow. From whom all things I borrow. 

 

Verse 4 

Of death I am no more afraid, new life from you is flowing. 

Your cross provides a cooling shade when noonday's sun is glowing. 

When by my grief I am oppressed, on you my weary soul shall rest, serenely as on pillows. 

You are my anchor when by woe my boat is driven to and fro 

On trouble’s surging billows. On trouble’s surging billows. 

 

Verse 5 

Lord, when your glory I shall see and taste your kingdom’s pleasure 

Your blood my royal robe shall be my joy beyond all measure. 

When I appear before your throne your righteousness shall be my crown; with these I need not hide me. 

And there in garments richly wrought as your own bride I shall be brought  

to stand in joy beside you. To stand in joy beside you. 
 

 

 

Return on Easter Sunday at 10:00AM for resurrection joy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 


