
  

 

April 10, 2022 

Grand Opening Worship 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 



2 

 

 

 
 

We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: A Holy Week      

 "Holiday" is simply short for "holy day." Throughout the course of a year, there are certain 
days we set apart as special: to commemorate extraordinary events, to celebrate influential 
individuals. While there are many holy days, there is but one holy week. The final week of Lent 
marks the most pivotal week in human history. In the four gospels—biographies of Jesus 
Christ's thirty-three-year life—this single week consumes nearly a third of the ink. The Holy 
Spirit considered the events of this week that important.  
On a holy day, the relentless march of time slows down. We set aside our usual routines to call 
attention to whatever or whoever makes that day special. Likewise, believers slow down this 
entire week to ponder all that Christ did for them, from his humble entrance into Jerusalem... 
to his sacrificial death on the cross... to the victory of Easter morning.  
 
 

Today’s Focus: Palm Sunday—Fix Your Eyes on Jesus 

Fixing eyes on something means taking your eyes off of other things to focus on one thing. We 
look away from ourselves and from everything else that distracts and fix our eyes on Jesus. Just 
like a runner keeps eyes on the finish line, we keep our eyes on Jesus. He is going to give us the 
hope, encouragement, and strength to persevere in this race of life when we get tripped up or 
weary. Fix your eyes on Jesus because he has already fixed his heart on you. 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life. 

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   
 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A nursery is available for small children out the left-hand side of the worship space. 
Just look for the Kid’s Zone sign just past the info corner by the main entrance. Feel 
free to use that space during worship. The service will be livestreamed into the room. 

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027  
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OPENING SONG—The Solid Rock 
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CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you.  

Congregation:  And also with you. 

M: Dear friends in Christ, for five weeks of Lent we have been preparing for the celebra-
tion of our Lord’s passion. Today we come together to begin the solemn celebration 
of Holy Week. Christ entered in triumph into his own city to complete his work as our 
Messiah: to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us remember with devotion his entry 
that culminated at the empty tomb and follow him with a lively faith. United with 
him by Baptism, we share in his resurrection and new life. Blessed is He who comes 
in the name of the Lord. 

C: Hosanna to the Son of David.  

CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M: Lord God, heavenly Father, we humbly come before you today knowing that we 
have failed to speak lovingly, think purely, or act rightly. We have sinned against you 
and against others… …in wasting the precious time you give us.  

C: ...in our slowness and hesitancy to spread your Gospel.  

M: ...in the faithful care of our relationships.  

C: ...in our restless and relentless preoccupation with worldly wealth.  

M: ...in caring for the bodies and minds you have given us.  

C: ...in our refusal to make you our first priority.  

M: Hear our confession, for we have sinned and are in need of your mercy and           
forgiveness.  

C: Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 Christ, have mercy upon us.  

 Lord, have mercy upon us.  

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.  C: Amen  

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you redeemed us through your 
Son, Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed by those who scattered their garments and branches of 
palm in his path, so may we always hail him as our King and follow him with perfect confidence; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
GOD’S WORD 

 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 42:1-4 

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; 

 I will put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations. 
2 He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets.  

 3 A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.  

In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 

 4  he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice  on earth. 

 In his teaching the islands will put their hope.”        NIV 

 
 
PSALM  Psalm 24:7-10 

M: Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, 

C: that the King of glory may come in.  

M: Who is this King of glory? 

C: The Lord strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.  

M: Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors,  

C: that the King of glory may come in.  

M: Who is he, this King of glory? 

C: The Lord Almighty – he is the King of glory. 
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Please stand 
 
GOSPEL Luke 19:28-40 

 

28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he          

approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent 

two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you  

enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and 

bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 

32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they 

were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 

34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 

35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he 

went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 

37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the 

whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the        

miracles they had seen: 

38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 

40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”  

           NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  

 

Please be seated 
 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN—All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
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SERMON Hebrews 12:1-3 

 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 

witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 

that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the 

race marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author 

and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him        

endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 

hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such 

opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and 

lose heart.          

           

              NIV ‘89 
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FIX YOUR EYES ON JESUS 
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon:  
1. What are some of the hardest kinds of races? 

2. Fix your eyes on Jesus to overcome ___________________________.  

    Fix your eyes on Jesus to overcome ___________________________.  

3. What types of things do we load ourselves down with? 

4. What do we often get tangled up in? 

5. What has Jesus done to overcome our obstacles? 

6. What might still happen to us in life even if we are Jesus followers? 

7. What does it mean that Jesus is the “author and perfecter” of our faith? 

8. What makes this location a good spot to have a church? 

9. What did the man in the hospital bed need? How does our God do the same for us?  

My Notes: 

     

 

 

 

 

 

TRUTH — Fix your eyes on Jesus because he has already fixed his heart on you.  
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Please stand 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

 

M: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through chance and 
accident, what do you believe? 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
 

M: Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of sin, what 
do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He  
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 

M: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you believe? 
 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the         
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

Please be seated 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
Or give right from your phone by using the QR code. 
 
 
 

 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the second century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9).  

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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VERSE 1  

How the rains must have poured,  

how the storms must have roared at the sound of your name.  

It’s still a myst’ry to the saved how on that day of all days  

you gave your life to be the only sacrifice.  

This is love, not that we love, but that he’d send his only son.  

 
REFRAIN  

When you led me to the cross, you saved a space for all of us.  

No matter how great our transgressions have been,  

you wash away our sins because your love is never ending.  

 
VERSE 2  

How the sun shined on his face  

when perfect love stood in death’s place.  

And we will never be the same.  

Then, you rolled the stone away on that beautiful third day.  

You tore apart the chains that kept us from your grace.  

This is love, not that we love, but that he’d send his only son.  

 
REFRAIN  

 
BRIDGE  

It was so hard to see faith clearly before I knew of your love,  

before I knew of your love Jesus!  

 
REFRAIN  BY SIERRA BOYLE 

PERFORMED BY ERIC + MELINDA LOPEZ 

Anthem—Never Ending 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

M: As people redeemed by the King who entered Jerusalem on a donkey so that he could leave 

carrying a cross, let us pray for ourselves, for our brothers and sisters in Christ, and for those 

who cannot pray for themselves.  

Heavenly Father, as your Son humbled himself for our salvation, give to each of us and to every 

member of your Church a confident faith in Christ’s Passion for us.  

C: Lead us during this Holy Week and throughout our lives to humbly entrust ourselves 

and all those whom you place in our lives to you.  

M: Heavenly Father, your Son promised that when he was lifted up, he would draw all people to 

himself. Turn unbelievers from their false gods to you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 

you have sent. Work through chaplains and missionaries. Give to each of us the courage to 

speak of our King, who comes righteous and having salvation.  

C: By the power of your Gospel, put faith-filled hosannas into the mouths of people 

who now live without you. 

M: Heavenly Father, give your protection and guidance to our president, our governor, our 

mayor, and all who make, administer and judge our laws.  

C: Grant that every life is protected and that citizens live under justice in our country 

and in every nation of the world.  

M: Heavenly Father, come to the rescue of all who are sick, injured, facing surgery or recovering 

from surgery.  

C Help them, heal them, comfort them and encourage them in the way that you know 

to be best for each of them.  

M: Into your gracious care, heavenly Father, we place ourselves and everyone for whom we 

pray, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we 
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances 
and for the work of God’s church on earth. 
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BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   

C: AMEN. 

 
 

Verse 1—Verse 2—Chorus—Verse 3—Chorus x2 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

CLOSING SONG—LIVING HOPE 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
Join Living Hope on Sundays in April and May for a new worship series called “Our New   
Kingdom Normal.” 
  

• Palm Sunday Pig Roast after worship today 
• Good Friday April 15th—4:00PM 
• Easter Sunday April 17—10:00AM 

 

BY PHIL WICKHAM 

CHORUS 
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Palm Sunday Pig Roast—Sunday April 10th—after worship 

Join us today for our first ever Palm Sunday Pig Roast after grand opening worship! A hog will 
be slow cooked on the smoker for everyone to enjoy. 

 
 
 
Sunday Study and Sunday School 

Sunday study for adults and Sunday school for children will resume On Sunday May 8th.  
 

 
 

Connection Cards 
Filling out a connection card will allow us to get your valuable feedback on our worship       
service. If this is your first time at Living Hope we also want the opportunity to give you a gift 
to say “thanks for being our guest!” You can place your cards in the offering plate/basket 
that is located near the entrance of the worship space. Also feel free to hand it to pastor on 
the way out. 

 
 
 
Foundations Bible Study 

We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for 
finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? 
How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s no better 
place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. If you’re 
interested in membership here at Living Hope this is our “next step” 
class, but even if you’re not interested in membership you’ll find it 
to be a good overview of what God has to say to you in his Word. 
We believe this course is one of the most valuable offerings we can 
provide to people in our community. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and sign up 
for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
 
Our next group session of Foundations classes will begin after worship on Sunday April at 
11:15am. If you’re interested in attending the course just check the box on your connection 
card that says “I’d like to attend a membership class.”  
 
Alternate meeting times are available if Sunday after worship doesn’t work for you.  

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics
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Fellowship Outing—Chattanooga Lookouts—Friday April 29th—7:15PM 
 Living Hope’s next outing is our second trip to Lookouts baseball game. 

We can get a group rate for going as a church. Please sign up at the 
sheet outside the sanctuary or reach out to Fellowship coordinator 
Robbin Lundquist. Tickets are $11 each. Please pay Robbin in advance.  

  
 Robbin Lundquist: 423-774-5940 rlundquist34@gmail.com  

 
 
 

Grand Opening Phase 2—Coming Soon! 
We still have a lot of plans for our facility in order to improve it and make it an even more 
beautiful worship space. We are currently working with a church architect in order to draft 
some big exterior improvements. Soon, the architect will be presenting the artistic renditions 
and 3D sketches of our ideas. Our target date to have all renovations done is by spring 2023. 

 
 
 

Theology on Tap 
Our midweek study, Theology on Tap, will resume on Tuesday May 10th at 7:00PM.  
We’ll meet for our first session at Lupi’s Pizza at Cambridge Square, Ooltewah. 
 
 
 

Kid bags 
If you could kindly return the children’s activity bags we’d appreciate it. We’ll use them for 
future services. Thank you! 
 
 

 
Thank you to today’s musicians and vocalists! 
 Gretchen Bassett 
 Mitchell and Jess Beckman 
 David Dyer 
 Eric and Melinda Lopez 
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Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

 @livinghopechatt 

HOPE for everyday! 


