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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Joining Jesus On His Mission 

Joining Jesus on His Mission will alter the way you see your life as a follower of Jesus and take 
you beyond living your life for Jesus to living life with Jesus. Simple, powerful and applicable 
insights will show you how to be on mission and recognize where Jesus is already at work in 
your neighborhoods, workplaces and schools. You will feel both relief and hope. You may even 
hear yourself say, “I can do this!” as you start responding to the everyday opportunities Jesus is 
placing in your path.  

Join Living Hope for this 7 week series based on God’s Word and the book of the same name by 
Lutheran missionary, Greg Finke. 

August 29: What’s Jesus Up To? 

September 5: The River Moved 

September 12: Seeking What’s Already Happening 

September 19: Simple Practices for Joining Jesus Pt. 1 

September 26: Simple Practices for Joining Jesus Pt. 2 

October 10: What Will Your Story Be? 

October 17: Mission With a Little Help From Our Friends 

Today’s Focus: Seeking What’s Already Happening 

We’ve been talking the past couple weeks about opening our eyes to perceive what God is do-
ing. To see his kingdom, his redemptive presence and activity, coming into our own lives and 
the lives of people around us. As we live with faith in our hearts and the gospel soaking our 
thoughts it’s like we get a new way of looking at the world. The gospel has a way of making our 
bland, painful 2D world pop into vibrant 3D. God has opened our eyes to see the world in a 
new light, a positive light because of Christ’s love for us. As we seek what’s already happening, 
what our God is already doing, doors for witnessing to the gospel are also going to pop into 3D 
for us. 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 



3 

 

ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use the restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located to your right as you head into the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags are available to help keep busy children occupied during worship. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING HYMN 
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CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord.  
 

C:  Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, 

confess that I have sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my       
actions.  

I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should.  

I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them.  
 

M:  Jesus’ death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world.  

 He said to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”  

 Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.  

 Be assured that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life!  
 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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Verse 1 
O God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you like a dry weary land without water. 
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your glory.  REFRAIN 
 
 
Verse 2 
For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your praise. 
So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy. REFRAIN 
 
 
Verse 3 
On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the night; 
For you have been my help; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. 
My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast. REFRAIN 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and because it 
cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your  
goodness; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
GOD’S WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 29:10-14 

10 This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will 

come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place. 11 For I know 

the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and 

pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek 

me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring 

you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have 

banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back to the place from which I 

carried you into exile.”         NIV 

 
 

PSALM Psalm 146 
M:  Praise the Lord. 

C:  Praise the Lord, my soul. 

M:  I will praise the Lord all my life; 

C:  I will sing to my God as long as I live. 

M:  Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 

C:  whose hope is in the Lord their God. 

M:  The Lord reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

C: Praise the Lord. Amen. NIV (select verses) 
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EPISTLE Acts 17:16-34 
 

16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was 
full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well 
as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there. 18 A group of Epicurean 
and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him. Some of them asked, “What is this babbler 
trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating foreign gods.” They said this be-
cause Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. 19 Then they took 
him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we know 
what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20 You are bringing some strange ideas to 
our ears, and we would like to know what they mean.” 21 (All the Athenians and the foreigners 
who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ide-
as.) 

22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that in 
every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects 
of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are igno-
rant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 

24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does 
not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he 
needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 
26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he 
marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this 
so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far 
from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own 
poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 

29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold 
or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked 
such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day 
when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of 
this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 

32 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said, 

“We want to hear you again on this subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the Council. 34 Some of the 

people became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a member of the 

Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a number of others.   

           NIV 
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CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 
 

 

 

 

SERMON HYMN—Forth in Your Name, O Lord, I Go 
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Please stand 

 

 

SERMON Matthew 6:33 + 7:7,8 
 

 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be given to you as well. 

 

 7 “Keep asking, and it will be given to you. Keep seeking, and you will find. 

Keep knocking, and it will be opened for you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, 

and everyone who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks, it will be opened. 

           

           EHV 

 
M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  
 

 

Please be seated 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SEEKING WHAT ’S AREADY HAPPENING  
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. What does seeking God’s kingdom have to do with the “Magic Eye” book? 

2. Seek God’s kingdom ________________. And ___________________ seeking it. 

 

3. What’s going to tip us off that God is at work in an unbeliever’s heart or in the heart 
of someone struggling in their faith?  

4. Why do we struggle seeking God’s kingdom first? 

5. In what way could you say God is not very good at “hide and go seek”? 

6. What are some things Matthew 7:7,8 tell us about seeking God’s kingdom? 

7. What keeps us from making it a habit to seek God’s kingdom? 

8. What does “GPS” stand for with God? 

My Notes:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUTH — Seek first God’s kingdom and keep on seeking it. 
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Please stand 

 

NICENE CREED 
 

 
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was bur-
ied.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spo-
ken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
 
 
 
NEW MEMBER WELCOME 
Kate, Dagon, Kagon, Elijah Talley 
 

Christians have used the Nicene Creed since the fourth century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
    

M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we re-
ceive from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the 
joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the 
privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and 
thank you for your saving Word and for you Son’s body and blood, which you give 
us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send 
the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian 
Church on earth. 

C:  Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our 
love for one another. 

M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose 
courage, and grow careless in our wakefulness. The times and days are perilous. 
Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips 
to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your 
Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the 
government, and all good institutions that you have established for the benefit of 
society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your heal-
ing to troubled homes and lives. 

C:  Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness. 

M:  Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to over-
come all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 

Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we 
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances 
and for the work of God’s church on earth. 
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Please see the announcement about our communion practice at the back of this worship folder. 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  
 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts.   

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that 
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 
till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 
 
 

Song: Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 

The whole earth is full of your glory.  
You are my God, and I will exalt you. 
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of your glory. 

 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION  
Personal Prayer: Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the      
precious food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you 
remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to       
others. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Song: Song of Simeon  
 

Lord let your servant depart in peace, 

according to your Word. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared before the face 

of all people. 
A light to lighten the Gentiles  
and the glory of your people, Israel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   
C: AMEN. 

 

 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

Simeon sang this song as baby Jesus was presented 
to him in the temple. Simeon could now depart this 
world with joy, having seen his Savior face to face. 
We also depart worship today in peace having seen 
our Savior here in Word and Sacrament. 

As you wait to go up to the table take some moments 
to examine your heart. Acknowledge sin. Trust God’s 
forgiveness through Christ. Recognize the real      
presence of Jesus’ body and blood together with the 
bread and wine. (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) 
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CLOSING SONG 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Upcoming services 

On Sundays in September and October join Living Hope for the rest of the sermon series 
about Joining Jesus On His Mission.  

 
Next Sunday— Simple Practices for Joining Jesus: Hear From Jesus 
 

 
 
Sunday Study  

Sunday study and children’s Sunday School won’t be in operation today due to the congre-
gational meeting . Class will resume next Sunday September 19. The adults will continue a 
study of the book “Joining Jesus on His Mission.” Over the course of 7 weeks we'll discuss 
the book and apply what it says to our own lives.  
 

Sharing your faith can be intimidating and maybe seems 
like something only pastors should do. But this book is 
all about giving you the confidence and the tools to be a 
missionary for Jesus yourself. The secret is to simply tap 
into what Jesus is already doing in people's lives.  
 
Pick up a copy of the book and a study guide at church 
today and jump into the class! 
 

 
2021 Third Trimester Ministry Update—Today @ 11:15am after worship  
Our next ministry update will take place after worship today. This update will also be recorded 
so you’ll all be able to stay caught up with the latest news and plans at Living Hope. We want 
the congregation to be well-informed about the ongoing process of being under contract on a 
facility and to give you all ample opportunity to give your feedback. Thank you for filling out 
the poll over the course of the last 2 weeks. We’ll go over the results of the poll today and 
allow some time for comments and questions.  
 
 

Kid bags 
If you could kindly return the children’s activity bags we’d appreciate it. We’ll use them for 
future services. Thank you! 
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Hike and Brews Fellowship Event—Sunday September 26 @ 3:00pm. 

Our next fellowship event will be a hike at Stringer’s Ridge in Northshore, Chattanooga      
followed by a hangout at Heaven and Ale Brewing’s patio. Feel free to join in for the hike, the 
brews, or hopefully both! 
 
Meet at the Stringer’s Ridge Trailhead parking lot at 3:00PM 
1312 Spears Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37405 
 
Gather on the patio of Heaven and Ale Brewing after the hike 
342 E Main St, Chattanooga, TN 37408 
 
 
 

Pulpit Swap—Sunday October 3  

Pastor Eric has been asked to preach and present for a mission festival service at our sister 
WELS congregation, Rock of Ages Lutheran outside of Nashville, TN. Pastor Jared Natsis from 
Rock of Ages will be here at Living Hope that Sunday to lead worship and Bible study. After 
worship, Pastor Natsis will lead a study on the meaning behind the liturgy and the historical 
calendar of the church year. 

 
 
 
Grocery Canvass—Next Event—Saturday October 9 @ 10:00am 

Our next grocery canvass event will be Saturday October 9. We’ll be able to share a small 
amount of physical hope and invite people to hear about the eternal spiritual hope they 
have in Jesus.  
Sign up to help with grocery supply runs, grocery delivery or both.  
 
 
 

Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for 
finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? 
How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s no better 
place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more 
about the course and sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Get in touch with pastor if you want to jump in a group or individual class! 

 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics
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Thank you! 
The Melso family would like to thank everyone for helping us transition to a family of 4. We 
are so grateful for all the meals and gifts we’ve received the past 2 months! We’ve been so 
well taken care of by our church family and appreciate all of you. Thank you for your love and 
support! 

 
 

 
Communion at Living Hope 

Communion is important to us at Living Hope and we seek to honor the biblical view of com-

munion. Before coming up for communion, all adults should ask themselves these questions:  

1. Do you confess your sins and seek to turn away from the sins you confessed? 

2. Do you recognize that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the only way sin is forgiven?  

3. Do you recognize that in the Sacrament you receive Jesus’ true body and true blood along 

with the bread and the wine? (1 Corinthians 11:27-29 + 1 Corinthians 10:15-17) 

4. Do you believe that the Bible IS God’s inspired Word and does not just contain some truths 

of God?  

5. Do you believe that Living Hope Lutheran Church teaches only the truth of God based on 
His inspired Word?  (A summary of these teachings is taught in the Foundations course.)  

 
 
 
 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
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Hope for everyday! 


