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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Rise—Psalms of Ascent 

The Psalms of Ascent (Psalm 120–34) are typically viewed as songs that were sung as the     
Hebrew people ascended to Jerusalem to celebrate an annual festival. This series will examine 
these celebratory songs that were designed to praise God for his provision, protection, and 
deliverance as the Jewish people made pilgrimage.  

As we make our pilgrimage through this weary world to our heavenly home we also pause to 
fill up on promises, provision, and protection from our God for the journey.  
 

October 24: We Are Pilgrims in Search of Peace 

October 31: Set Free from the Snare 

November 7: Nowhere to Go But Up 

November 14: Let the Lord Build the House 
 

Today’s Focus: Let the Lord Build the House 

We are all trying to build something and protect something. And ultimately, behind many of 

our attempts to build and protect lies a deep-seated need to be in control. We like to work and 

toil because we think it means we have control over the results. But, if we’re trying to build 

and protect a measure of peace and rest and joy for ourselves and our families, we’ll find that 

so much is out of our control and nothing we toil at can change that sometimes.  

We need a break. We need a rest. We need the Lord to be in charge of the results. Thankfully, 

he is! The Lord is in charge of the results – the results that matter most—the results of our   

salvation and of his gospel being spread through his Church’s labors. And he’s also the one who 

blesses our everyday labors so we can find joy and purpose in the work our hands find to do 

today. All the toil in the world can’t gain for us what Christ gives to us as gifts.  

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

•  Feel free to get up to use the restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

•  Restrooms are located by the elevators across from the worship space. 

•  Kid activity bags are available to help keep busy children occupied during worship. 

•  Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank  
 you for joining us today! Drop your connection cards in the offering plate at the entrance. 

 

•  Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder.  
 Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING SONG 
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CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord.  
 

C:  Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, 

confess that I have sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions.  

I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should.  

I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them.  
 

M:  Jesus’ death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world.  

 He said to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”  

 Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.  

 Be assured that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life!  
 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be   
delivered from this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming of 
your Son that we may sit with him and all your holy ones at the marriage feast in   
heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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GOD’S WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Haggai 1:1-15 

In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word of the 
Lord came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of   
Judah, and to Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest: 
2 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet come to 
rebuild the Lord’s house.’” 
3 Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai: 4 “Is it a time for you 
yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?” 
5 Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 6 You 
have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but 
never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put 
them in a purse with holes in it.” 
7 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 8 Go up into 
the mountains and bring down timber and build my house, so that I may take pleasure 
in it and be honored,” says the Lord. 9 “You expected much, but see, it turned out to be 
little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?” declares the Lord Almighty. 
“Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with your own 
house. 10 Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth 
its crops. 11 I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new 
wine, the olive oil and everything else the ground produces, on people and livestock, 
and on all the labor of your hands.” 
12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the 
whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the Lord their God and the message 
of the prophet Haggai, because the Lord their God had sent him. And the people 
feared the Lord. 
13 Then Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, gave this message of the Lord to the people: “I 
am with you,” declares the Lord. 14 So the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel son 
of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, 
and the spirit of the whole remnant of the people. They came and began to work on 
the house of the Lord Almighty, their God, 15 on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth 
month.           
           NIV 
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Please stand 

 
 
GOSPEL Matthew 7:24-29 
 

 
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them 

into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came 

down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it 

did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears 

these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man 

who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 

winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 

28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his 

teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their    

teachers of the law.         

           NIV 

 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  
 

 

Please be seated 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 
 
 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN—The Church’s One Foundation  
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SERMON Psalm 127:1,2 
 

 1 Unless the Lord builds the house, 

    the builders labor in vain. 

Unless the Lord watches over the city, 

    the guards stand watch in vain. 
2 In vain you rise early 

    and stay up late, 

toiling for food to eat— 

    for he grants sleep to those he loves.    

           NIV 
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LET THE LORD BUILD THE HOUSE  
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. What was the heart of the problem at Mars Hill? 

2. What tool does God promise will grow his Church? 

3. What do we especially keep in mind if we are to move into a permanent facility? 

 

4. Let the Lord __________________ and ____________________ your house. 

5. What tension is there here in these verses? 

6. What’s the false assumption we need to tear down? 

7. What does it mean that the “Lord grants sleep to those he loves”? 

8. What is the deep-seated need we tend to have as humans? 

9. Why do we need to relinquish control over results to Jesus?  

 

Discussion questions: 

1. What are you trying to build or protect? Why? How do you go about it? What does this 
reveal about how you see God and how you see yourself? 

2. What struggles do you find when living between that tension of leaning on God for results 
and yet being active and faithful in your labors? 

3. How do you respond to Psalm 127:2? 

4. Spiritually speaking, let’s put together a list of results Jesus has gifted to us. 

 

 

TRUTH — Let the Lord build HIS house. Let the Lord build YOUR house. 
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Please stand 

 
NICENE CREED 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the      
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and      
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

Please be seated 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
Or give right from your phone by using the QR code. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH – VETERAN’S DAY     

M: Everlasting Protector and Defender, at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month in 

1918 the guns of World War I went silent. To celebrate this armistice a holiday was made of 

Christians have used the Nicene Creed since the fourth century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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this date. But, the world soon learned that the War to end all Wars did not. A series of wars 

followed with increased efficiency in killing. Thus the holiday was changed to honor everyone 

who has served in our nation’s Armed Forces. We now call it Veterans Day.  

C: We thank you, Lord, for our military veterans. Through them you have provided us with 

blessings that people around the world envy.  

M: But the presence of our veterans reminds us of your warning that wars and rumors of wars 

will continue until the end of time.  

C: In your mercy, keep war from our shores, and frustrate the plans of all those who would 

cause us terror.  

M: Lord of the Nations, we ask that you would continue to bless our country with men and 

women who are willing to go to distant and dangerous places to protect us from those who 

would do us harm.  

C: We pray that you continue to bless us with veterans who have served faithful and true.  

M: Be with our veterans as they continue their march through life. Protect them from the   

ambush of sin and the firepower of Satan. Give them the health and strength they need to 

carry out the missions in life that you have laid before them.  

C: Be, Lord, their shield and strength, their guide and their rearguard. Give to them the 

peace that surpasses all understanding as they place their trust in Jesus.  

M: When their tour of duty in the world is over, give them the order to come home. Bring 

them to where there are no more wars. Grant that when we are listening to taps being played 

over their grave, they may be listening to the joyous trumpet call of God and the music of 

heaven’s choirs.  

C: Grant this for Jesus’ sake. Amen.  

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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Please see the announcement about our communion practice at the back of this worship folder. 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  
 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts.   

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who preserves his 
Church to the end of time when he will come again as king to judge all people and take his own 
to glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 
and join their glorious song: 
 
 
 

Song: Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 

The whole earth is full of your glory.  
You are my God, and I will exalt you. 
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of your glory. 

 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION  
Personal Prayer: Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the      
precious food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you 
remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to       
others. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Song: Song of Simeon  
 

Lord let your servant depart in peace, 

according to your Word. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared before the face 

of all people. 
A light to lighten the Gentiles  
and the glory of your people, Israel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   
C: AMEN. 

 

 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

Simeon sang this song as baby Jesus was presented 
to him in the temple. Simeon could now depart this 
world with joy, having seen his Savior face to face. 
We also depart worship today in peace having seen 
our Savior here in Word and Sacrament. 

As you wait to go up to the table take some moments 
to examine your heart. Acknowledge sin. Trust God’s 
forgiveness through Christ. Recognize the real      
presence of Jesus’ body and blood together with the 
bread and wine. (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) 
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CLOSING SONG—Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly 

ARRANGED BY KOINE 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Upcoming services 

 
Next Sunday—The Thanksgiving Guarantee 
 

 
 
Congregational Meeting—Today after worship 
Sunday study for adults will be replaced by the brief congregational meeting today. Children’s 
Sunday School will still start just after worship during the meeting.  
 
Watch your email inbox this week for the link to an online poll we’ll be using to gather        
congregation input on matters pertaining to the potential facility purchase. 

 
 
 

Hike and Brews Fellowship Event—Today @ 3:30pm. 

Hike and Brews round 2 will be a "hike" at the Riverwalk downtown followed by brews, bites, 
and some NFL football at the 3rd Deck Burger Bar. Feel free to join in for the hike, the brews, 
or hopefully both! 
  
Meet at the Riverfront parking lot next to the Lookouts Stadium at 3:30PM 
160 Riverfront Pkwy, Chattanooga, TN 37402 
  
Gather at the 3rd Deck Burger Bar after the hike or by 4:30PM 
151 Riverfront Pkwy, Chattanooga, TN 37402  

 
 
 
Theology on Tap 

Grab a drink. Grab a bite to eat. Get a taste for good theology and good conversation in a laid 
back setting.  At Theology on Tap we'll take a deeper look at Sunday’s sermon content and 
discuss how to apply that message to everyday life.  
 
We’ll meet at Lupi’s Pizza in Cambridge Square.  
9454 Bradmore Ln. Suite 109 
Cambridge Square, Ooltewah 
Next up - TUESDAY, November 16 (7-8PM) 
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Foundations Bible Study 

We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for 
finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? 
How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s no better 
place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and sign up 
for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Get in touch with pastor if you want to jump in a group or individual class! 
 
 

 
Kid bags 

If you could kindly return the children’s activity bags we’d appreciate it. We’ll use them for 
future services. Thank you! 
 

 
 

Joining Jesus on His Mission 
We’ve concluded our study of this book but we still want to take some ideas from our      
reading and run with them! We’d like to consistently meet together to go through the          
“5 questions” so that we can continue being everyday missionaries who are ready to join  
Jesus on his mission. 
 
We’ll try to meet in person once a month and have a few 
half hour virtual meetups each month as well. If you’d like 
to be involved with that missional group please email or 
text pastor to join and be on the list to receive updates. 
(Pastor’s contact information is on page 20) 

 
 
 

Thank you to our veterans! 
We thank our multiple members who have served in our nation’s armed forces. Thank you 
for your service and your sacrifice. We thank your families who stood alongside you and who 
also sacrificed so much. You are appreciated and we thank God for you! 

 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics
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Communion at Living Hope 

Communion is important to us at Living Hope and we seek to honor the biblical view of com-

munion. Before coming up for communion, all adults should ask themselves these questions:  

1. Do you confess your sins and seek to turn away from the sins you confessed? 

2. Do you recognize that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the only way sin is forgiven?  

3. Do you recognize that in the Sacrament you receive Jesus’ true body and true blood along 

with the bread and the wine? (1 Corinthians 11:27-29 + 1 Corinthians 10:15-17) 

4. Do you believe that the Bible IS God’s inspired Word and does not just contain some truths 

of God?  

5. Do you believe that Living Hope Lutheran Church teaches only the truth of God based on 
His inspired Word?  (A summary of these teachings is taught in the Foundations course.)  
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Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

 @livinghopechatt 

HOPE for everyday! 


