May 2, 2021

Abide in the Vine

welcome to

WORSHIP
We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere
this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to
have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.

CURRENT SERIES INFO

Current Series: Revive
Look around. The world is not as it ought to be. But God has come to make all things
new. He makes a way back from darkness to light and from death to life. God came to
revive a dying world, to revive despairing hearts and desperate lives. To revive us all.
The key to our revival is Christ’s resurrection from the dead. This series will explore the
amazing repercussions that flow to us from Christ because of Easter.

Today’s Focus: Abide in the Vine
Pruning plants is a crazy concept. You’d think that when you start chopping small
branches off a flowering bush that it would hamper the bush’s growth. But the opposite happens. The pruned bush revives in the spring with even more flowers or more
fruit than it did before! Our yards can teach us a thing or two about the ways our God
revives us.

As we abide in Christ the vine we will have the care of God the Father, our gardener,
and we will also have the life giving nutrients of our Savior; his grace. We simply will
produce fruit as we remain in Christ the vine. Our good works will naturally show
themselves through faith. Abide in your vine!
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE
Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side. We are funded
by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches
across the United States and Canada.
Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.
For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com

ABOUT WORSHIP
Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will center you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you. Worship isn't just about filling up God with
praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message, in specially selected Scripture
readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participation of those in attendance.
•

Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service.

•

Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.

•

Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week.

•

Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank
you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance.

•

Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder.
Songs will also be found on the screen.

Show friends where you are—check in!
/livinghopechatt
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OPENING HYMN
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The name of the Triune God and sign of the
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Minister: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

In every worship service we confess
our sins then cling to the forgiveness
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called
the “heartbeat of the Christian.”

CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as
his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in
Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own
dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love
what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this
world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.

GOD’S WORD
FIRST LESSON

Acts 16:11-15
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From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day
we went on to Neapolis. 12 From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and
the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days.
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On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to
find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had
gathered there. 14 One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira
named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened
her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the
Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.
NIV
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SECOND LESSON

1 John 3:18-24
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Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in
truth.
19

This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts
at rest in his presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is
greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our
hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive
from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what
pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son,
Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 24 The one who
keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we know
that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.
NIV

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon.
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SERMON HYMN
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The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ.
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds

Please stand

SERMON

John 15:1-8

1

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in

me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so
that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I
have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear
fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you
remain in me.
5

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will

bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in
me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are

picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my
Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
NIV

M: The gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to Christ.
Please be seated
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ABIDE IN THE VINE
Questions to consider while hearing the sermon:
1. These verses from John 15 aren’t just about plants. What are they really about?
2. What does God the Father do for us as our gardener?
3. What happens to plants that get pruned?

4. Name some ways that God “prunes” us? What’s the result of his pruning?
5. What really is this “fruit” that we produce?
6. What fine-line are we worried about crossing in these verses?
7. Who/What is the REAL focus of these verses? What word is the real focus?
8. Why are these verses so applicable during the Easter season?
9. How are we like the tree in our sermon series graphic?
10. What does God feel when he looks at you connected to Christ?
My notes:

TRUTH — God does all the work to keep you pruned and productive as you
remain in Christ, the True Vine.
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Please stand

APOSTLES’ CREED

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the first century to
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not
feel obligated if you have more questions.

M: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through chance and
accident, what do you believe?
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
M: Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of sin, what
do you believe Jesus did for you?

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
M: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you believe?
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated

OFFERING
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute.
This service is our free gift to you! We will not be passing any offering plates at this time.
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you!
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website: livinghopechatt.com/give
Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances
and for the work of God’s church on earth.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.
C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and grant
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us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the song of victory:
C: Worthy Is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and glory and
praise.
M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to
those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents,
and our treasures.

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you.
M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering and
the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal
life. Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
M: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts, we
come before you and say:
C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen!

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

The historical “blessing of Aaron”
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.

BLESSING

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: AMEN.
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CLOSING SONG

ARRANGED BY KOINE
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Upcoming services
Sundays in April + May
“Revive” sermon series—next week: The Greatest Command

Sunday Study + Theology on Tap — Today + Wednesday May 5
There will be both an in-person option right after Sunday worship today and an online option
at 7:30pm on Wednesdays. Both sessions will cover the same material and the study will be a
half-hour study each time.
Our study topic will be “The Anti-Fragile Christian: a study on how God uses hardships to
develop virtue.” Join us in-person or online! There will be a Sunday school option for children
during the Sunday study too.

Mother’s Day — Sunday May 9
To celebrate the Christian mothers among us we’ll be enjoying some delicious Bundt cakes
from Nothing Bundt Cakes bakery in East Brainerd. Plan to stick around after worship to enjoy one!

2021 Second Trimester Ministry Update—Sunday May 16 @ 11:15am after worship
Our next ministry update will take place after worship on May 16 before the picnic lunch at
Cambridge Square. This update will also be recorded so you’ll be able to stay caught up with
the latest news and plans at Living Hope. We’ll be seeking input from the congregation on
next steps to take as we head into summer and fall 2021. One of the main topics will be
getting congregational feedback on the future direction of seeking a permanent location
and/or possible 24/7 leasing space. Plan to join us and give your input!

Church Picnic at Cambridge Square—Sunday May 16
The Easter picnic at Cambridge Square was a lot of fun and so to switch things up let’s have
our next church picnic lunch at the Square instead of Imagination Station. Pack a cooler or order your favorite takeout and meet over at Cambridge Square after the worship service and
ministry update ends.
What: Bring your own lunch outdoor picnic
When: Sunday May 16 after worship
Where: Cambridge Square—9453 Bradmore Ln #201, Ooltewah, TN 37363
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Grocery Canvass—Next Event—Saturday June 5 @ 10:00am
Thanks to all who donated groceries or who helped deliver groceries door to door yesterday!
Our next grocery canvass event will be Saturday June 5. We’ll be able to share a small
amount of physical hope and invite people to hear about the eternal spiritual hope they
have in Jesus.
We’re excited to get out in our community again and share the love.
A sign up sheet will be posted in the lobby leading up to the event or you can let pastor
know you’re interested in helping.
Sign up to help with grocery supply runs, grocery delivery or both.

Foundations Bible Study
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for
finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start?
How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s no better
place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class.
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about
the course and sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics
Or just contact pastor to jump into the class.
Reserve a spot in our May sessions today!

Congregational Birthdays and Anniversaries: none
Pastor Eric Melso
423-933-2452
pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com
www.livinghopechatt.com
/livinghopechatt
@livinghopechatt

Hope for everyday!
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