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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Revive 

Look around. The world is not as it ought to be. But God has come to make all things 
new. He makes a way back from darkness to light and from death to life. God came to 
revive a dying world, to revive despairing hearts and desperate lives. To revive us all.  
 

The key to our revival is Christ’s resurrection from the dead. This series will explore the 
amazing repercussions that flow to us from Christ because of Easter. 
 

 

Today’s Focus: The Ascension Revives Your Purpose 

This past Thursday was the Day of Ascension. 40 days after Easter, Jesus ascended from 

this world to reign over all things at his Father’s right hand . We’ve been talking a lot 

about how the resurrection revives us in so many ways. But Jesus’ ascension also re-

vives us in a unique way: We are given a greater sense of purpose. 

As much as we may question the wisdom of having Jesus ascend out of our visible pres-

ence, God really does know what he’s doing with the ascension. God gives us the best 

of both worlds—we have our Savior ruling all things for us and present everywhere. 

And we’ve also got a life that is filled with purpose as we go out to bring others into the 

body of Christ, his Church, and build others up in it. Through it all, Christ is still present 

and working through us and in us. 

 

welcome to 

WORSHIP 

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life. 

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING HYMN—A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing (verses 1,2,5,6) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION 
 

M:  Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.  

C: The Lord has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the 
nations.  

M: By right, we should have nothing to sing about. God created human beings in his 
image to live with him in peace forever. But Adam and Eve sinned against him, 
and we have sinned against him no less than they.  

C: We confess our sins, O Lord.  

M: In this place, our hearts are filled with love for God, but we confess that those 
same hearts have often loved others more than God. In this place, our eyes be-
hold God’s glory, but we confess that those same eyes have longed for what God 
forbids. In this place, our lips praise God, but we confess that those same lips 
have often spoken evil.  

C: We confess our sins, O Lord.  

M: In love that astounds us, the eternal God sent his one and only Son to live among 
us, to obey as we could not, and to suffer what we deserved. In Christ there is in-
deed peace on earth. In him God extends his good will to all people. Because of 
Christ and by his authority, I say to you what God says: Your sins are forgiven!  

C: Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 

 
 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Lord Jesus, King of glory, you ascended far above the heavens and at God’s right 

hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth 

that at your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; 

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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GOD’S WORD 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Psalm 47 

1 Clap your hands, all you nations; 

    shout to God with cries of joy. 

2 For the Lord Most High is awesome, 

    the great King over all the earth. 
3 He subdued nations under us, 

    peoples under our feet. 
4 He chose our inheritance for us, 

    the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. 

5 God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 

    the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

    sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
7 For God is the King of all the earth; 

    sing to him a psalm of praise. 

8 God reigns over the nations; 

    God is seated on his holy throne. 
9 The nobles of the nations assemble 

    as the people of the God of Abraham, 

 for the kings of the earth belong to God; 

    he is greatly exalted.        

           

           NIV 
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Please stand 

 
GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53 

 

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything 

must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets 

and the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He 

told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the 

dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be 

preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witness-

es of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but 

stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands 

and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken 

up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with 

great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

           NIV 

 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  
 

Please be seated  

 
 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE 
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 
 

 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN 
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SERMON Ephesians 4:7-16 
 

7 But to each one of us grace was given, according to the measure of the gift 

from Christ. 8 That is why it says,  

 “When he ascended on high,  

 he took captivity captive  

 and gave gifts to his people.”  

9 Now what does it mean when it says “he ascended,” other than that he also 

had descended to the lower parts, namely, the earth? 10 He who descended is 

the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all 

things. 11 He himself gave the apostles, as well as the prophets, as well as the 

evangelists, as well as the pastors and teachers, 12 for the purpose of training 

the saints for the work of serving, in order to build up the body of Christ. 13 This 

is to continue until we all reach unity in the faith and knowledge of the Son of 

God, resulting in a mature man with a stature reaching to the measure of the 

fullness of Christ. 14 The goal is that we would no longer be little children, tossed 

by the waves and blown around by every wind of teaching, when people use 

tricks and invent clever ways to lead us astray. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in 

love, we would in all things grow up into Christ, who is the head. 16 From him 

the whole body, being joined and held together by every supporting ligament, 

grows in accordance with Christ’s activity when he measured out each individu-

al part. He causes the growth of the body so that it builds itself up in love. 

           

           EHV 
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THE ASCENSION REVIVES YOUR PURPOSE  
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 
1. What is “adulting”? 

2. The responsibility of “adulting” gives us ___________________________. 

3. Why was Jesus ascending such a good thing for the disciples? 

4. What is the purpose of Christ’s ascension? (2 things) 

5. What are these “gifts” Jesus has given each of us? 

6. What do these verses say your ultimate purpose is? 

7. What is the role of called workers like pastors and teachers? 

8. Name some ways that we perform the work of building up the body of Christ: 

 

9. In what ways do we fall short of the purpose Christ has called us to? 

10. Who is the one really working to build up the body of believers? What results are we given? 

My notes: 

 

 

TRUTH — Christ’s ascension gives us the best of both worlds:  

He’s at heaven’s throne ruling over all things for us – right where we want him. 

We’re part of his body, the Church, and filled with a noble purpose - right where he wants us. 
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Please stand 
 
 
 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH           ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
 
 
 

M: Confident of our Lord’s return, let us approach our Father’s throne of mercy on behalf of 
the Church and of all people. 

 Gracious Lord God, amid shouts of joy we celebrate your Son’s ascension into heaven 
where he is now seated in majesty at your right hand. Grant your Church steadfastness in 
these gray and latter days that she may hold to the truth and boldly confess the saving 
name of Jesus.  

C: As the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh seek to silence our witness to the truth, 
grant us courage to believe in our hearts and confess with our lips that Jesus is Lord.  

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the second century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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M: Even as your beloved Son intercedes on behalf of his Church, so has he commanded us, 
his kingdom of priests, to pray for others.  

C: Hear us, O Lord, as we implore you to show mercy to those in need: 

M: to the sick, the lonely, and the depressed grant relief; 

 to the dying and those who mourn bring comfort; 

 to the hungry, the homeless, and the unemployed send your help; 

 to the elderly, give joy for living life to the full; 

 to the young send patience to wait for the fuller life to come; 

 to husbands and wives and their families, to single parents who raise their children  

       alone grant wisdom and strength. 

C:   Bestow your blessings to all who depend on your power and grace. 

M: Almighty Father, you are the good Giver of all that we have.  In your mercy continue to 
grant us daily bread, supplying us with what we need before we even ask.  

C: Teach us to be thankful and content, whether we have plenty or are in need. 

M: O Lord, heavenly Father, we remember the sufferings and death of your dear Son, Jesus 
Christ, for our salvation. Praising his victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw 
strength from his ascension before you, where he ever stands for us as our own high 
priest. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in his kingdom, which has no end. 

C: Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us.  

M: To you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: AMEN. 

 
 

 
 
 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

CLOSING SONG 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
Sundays in April + May 
“Revive” sermon series—next week:  God-Given CPR 

 
 

Sunday Study + Theology on Tap  
There will be no Sunday Bible study after worship today due to our ministry update taking 
place. There will also be no Wednesday theology on tap online. Study resumes the following 
week. 
 
 

2021 Second Trimester Ministry Update—Today @ 11:15am after worship 

Our next ministry update will take place right after worship today before the picnic lunch at 
Cambridge Square. This update will also be recorded so you’ll be able to stay caught up with 
the latest news and plans at Living Hope. We’ll be seeking input from the congregation on 
next steps to take as we head into summer and fall 2021. One of the main topics will be 
getting congregational feedback on the future direction of seeking a permanent location 
and/or possible 24/7 leasing space. Plan to stick around and give your input! 

 
 

Church Picnic at Cambridge Square—Today @ Noon 
The Easter picnic at Cambridge Square was a lot of fun and so to switch things up let’s have 
our next church picnic lunch at the Square instead of Imagination Station. Pack a cooler or or-
der your favorite takeout and meet over at Cambridge Square after the worship service and  
ministry update ends.  
What: Bring your own lunch outdoor picnic 
When: Sunday May 16 after worship and ministry update 
Where: Cambridge Square—9453 Bradmore Ln #201, Ooltewah, TN 37363 
 
 

 
Grocery Canvass—Next Event—Saturday June 12 @ 10:00am  

Our next grocery canvass event will be Saturday June 12. We’ll be able to share a small 
amount of physical hope and invite people to hear about the eternal spiritual hope they have 
in Jesus. 
We’re excited to get out in our community again and share the love. 
A sign up sheet will be posted in the lobby leading up to the event or you can let pastor know 
you’re interested in helping.  
Sign up to help with grocery supply runs, grocery delivery or both.  
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Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for 
finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? 
How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s no better 
place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and sign up 
for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Or just contact pastor to jump into the class.  
Reserve a spot in our June sessions today! 

 
 

Guest preacher Sunday May 30 
Pastor will be out of town May 24—May 31. On Sunday May 30th we welcome Pastor Keith 
Kruck from Nashville. Pastor Kruck is a retired pastor who has served in the WELS. We look 
forward to his visit to Chattanooga and the gospel message he’ll share. 
 
 

Worship location change for Sunday June 6 
Due to another group renting the Springhill Suites conference room throughout the week-
end of June 4-6, we will be meeting at our one-week backup worship location over at the 
Ooltewah Holiday Inn, just across the road. 
Holiday Inn Express and Suites—Ooltewah 
6274 Artesian Cir, Ooltewah, TN 37363 
 
Service will still be at 10:00AM at the conference room at Holiday Inn.  
Reminders will continue to be sent out to the congregation and noted on the website. 
 
 
 

Congregational Birthdays and Anniversaries: none 
 

 Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

