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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Series: The Road to Redemption 

This lent series traces Jesus’ path to the cross and empty tomb by looking back at the 
Old Testament. The road Jesus walked to win our redemption looks very familiar when 
we pay attention to the road God was paving for the Messiah in the Old Testament.  

And the good news is that Jesus walked this road to redemption for you and me. Life 
isn’t about us finding redemption for ourselves. It’s about receiving the redemption 
Jesus won for us. He walked the road—so we can reach our destination.  

 

Today’s Focus: Ride to Ride—Who’s on the Throne 

There was a struggle for the throne of Israel as King David’s reign came to a close. All 

Israel was wondering who would sit on the throne, Solomon or Adonijah. With the 

Lord’s backing, Solomon was given the unmistakable marks of the chosen king for the 

throne of Israel. 

There’s another struggle for a throne too. A struggle to see who will sit on the throne 

of our hearts. We tend to put ourselves on that throne instead of Jesus the king of 

kings. But Jesus rides in to the rescue and marks himself as the true king of all things 

through his work during Holy Week. And he rules in grace and mercy for us. Palm Sun-

day makes it clear that Jesus is the only one we want sitting on the throne in our 

hearts.  

welcome to 

WORSHIP 

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life. 

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING HYMN 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and peni-

tent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,  

 and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  

 For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  

But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:  

 Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

  
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son as the 
atoning sacrifice for sin. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
  

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you redeemed us through 
your Son, Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed by those who scattered their garments and 
branches of palm in his path, so may we always hail him as our King and follow him with 
perfect confidence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 
 
 
 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 

EPISTLE Hebrews 12:1-3 

 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, 

let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. 

And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes 

on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he en-

dured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so 

that you will not grow weary and lose heart.      

           NIV 
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Please stand 
 
 
 

GOSPEL Mark 11:1-10 
 

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of 

you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever rid-

den. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, 

‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’” 

4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied 

it, 5 some people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 
6 They answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go. 7 When they 

brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many people 

spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the 

fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, 

“Hosanna!”  

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”       NIV 
 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  
 

Please be seated  

   
 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE 
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 
 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN 
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SERMON 1 Kings 1:24-40 
24 Nathan said, “Have you, my lord the king, declared that Adonijah shall be king after you, and 

that he will sit on your throne? 25 Today he has gone down and sacrificed great numbers of 

cattle, fattened calves, and sheep. He has invited all the king’s sons, the commanders of the 

army and Abiathar the priest. Right now they are eating and drinking with him and saying, 

‘Long live King Adonijah!’ 26 But me your servant, and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah son of 

Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon he did not invite. 27 Is this something my lord the king has 

done without letting his servants know who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after 

him?” 

28 Then King David said, “Call in Bathsheba.” So she came into the king’s presence and stood 

before him. 

29 The king then took an oath: “As surely as the Lord lives, who has delivered me out of every 

trouble, 30 I will surely carry out this very day what I swore to you by the Lord, the God of Isra-

el: Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he will sit on my throne in my place.” 

31 Then Bathsheba bowed down with her face to the ground, prostrating herself before the 

king, and said, “May my lord King David live forever!”      

32 King David said, “Call in Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet and Benaiah son of Jehoiada.” 

When they came before the king, 33 he said to them: “Take your lord’s servants with you and 

have Solomon my son mount my own mule and take him down to Gihon. 34 There have Zadok 

the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him king over Israel. Blow the trumpet and shout, 

‘Long live King Solomon!’ 35 Then you are to go up with him, and he is to come and sit on my 

throne and reign in my place. I have appointed him ruler over Israel and Judah.” 

36 Benaiah son of Jehoiada answered the king, “Amen! May the Lord, the God of my lord the 

king, so declare it. 37 As the Lord was with my lord the king, so may he be with Solomon to 

make his throne even greater than the throne of my lord King David!” 

38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, the Kerethites and the 

Pelethites went down and had Solomon mount King David’s mule, and they escorted him to 

Gihon. 39 Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the sacred tent and anointed Solomon. 

Then they sounded the trumpet and all the people shouted, “Long live King Solomon!” 40 And 

all the people went up after him, playing pipes and rejoicing greatly, so that the ground shook 

with the sound.         NIV 
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RIDE TO RIDE  
WHO ’S ON THE THRONE?  

 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 
1. What usually happens in a succession war for a throne? 

2. Who were the two claimants for the throne of Israel? 

3. How did Adonijah make his claim for the throne? 

4. Why was Solomon the rightful king? 

5. How did David make it clear that Solomon was his appointed heir? 

6. How is Solomon a shadow of Jesus?  

7. In what ways is Jesus a true and better Solomon? 

8. What attitude do we suffer from in determining who will sit on the throne of our hearts? 

9.  How does the mercy that Solomon showed Adonijah connect to the mercy Jesus shows us? 

10. What is our backing for sitting with Christ in his eternal kingdom? 

My notes: 

 

 

TRUTH — Jesus comes riding in to win the battle for our hearts not with 
force or might, but with love and mercy. 
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Please stand 

 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
 

 

 

 
NEW MEMBER WELCOME  
* Terry and Robbin Lundquist 

 
 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the first century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M:  Almighty God, as the people once welcomed Your Son with palms and hosannas, grant us 
Your Spirit so that we may welcome with faith Him who comes in the name of the Lord.  

C: Grant us grace so that we make Jesus Christ known here and throughout the world.  

M: Almighty God, continue to raise up faithful pastors, missionaries and church workers, that 
Your Word may be preached and taught in all its fullness.  

C: Grant Your Spirit to renew the faithful. Bring those in darkness to faith by hearing Your 
Word. Help us reflect Your love in all we do. 

M: Almighty God, You grant growth to Your Church, and You bring to fruit all that You have 
begun within Your people.  

C: Help us to keep focused upon the word of the cross, the power of our salvation. 

M: Almighty God, Your Son bore all our weakness, sin and death in His body. His grace is suffi-
cient for all our needs.  

C: Hold us in Your hand, bind up our wounds and deliver us from all our needs, that we 
may know Your perfect peace. 

M: Finally, let us pray boldly, with confident hope, the amen of faith; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who taught us to pray... 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: AMEN. 
 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
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Text and Tune: public domain. *Setting: c Bärenreiter-Verlag; reprinted by permission.  
*Descant: c 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Used by permission.  

ARRANGED BY KOINE 

CLOSING SONG 

Verse 1 

Intro 

All glory, laud, and honor 
To you, Redeemer, King, 
To whom the lips of children 
Made sweet hosannas ring. 
  
You are the King of Israel 
And David's royal Son, 
Now in the Lord's name coming, 
Our King and blessed one. 

Verse 2 

Brief intro 

“Hosanna in the Highest!” 
That ancient song we sing, 
For Christ is our Redeemer, 
The Lord of heaven, our King. 
  
Oh, may we ever praise Him 
With heart and life and voice, 
And in His royal presence 
Eternally rejoice. 

Verse 3 

Brief intro 

Redeemed, restored, forgiven 
Through Jesus' precious blood 
Heirs of His home in Heaven 
Oh, praise our pardoning God. 

  
Praise him in tuneful measures 
Who gave his Son to die; 
Praise him whose sev'nfold treasures 
Enrich and sanctify. 

Verse 4 

Brief intro 

In our fair home shall never 
Be silent music’s voice; 
With heart and lips forever, 
We shall in God rejoice, 
  
The company of angels 
Is praising you on high; 
And we with all creation 
In chorus make reply. 

Verse 5 

Brief intro 

Oh, let us praise the Father 
And worship God the Son. 
And sing to God the Spirit, 
Eternal three-in one. 
  
‘Til all the ransom number, 
Who stand before the throne, 
Ascribe all power and glory, 
And praise to God alone. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
Good Friday 
Our Lent worship series “The Road to Redemption” concludes this Friday. 
Good Friday April 2—Pardon to Pardon  
In-person or online—7:00pm at Springhill Suites 
 
Easter 
Our theme for Easter 2021 is “Certain Hope for Uncertain Times.”  
Worship is at our normal time—10:00am Sunday at Springhill Suites. 
Stick around after worship for the grand return of after-worship snacks! We'll be bringing in 
some local pastries and coffee so we can enjoy some fellowship out on the Springhill Suites 
back patio. Children will also get to do some Easter related activities after worship.   

 
 
Palm Sunday Picnic at the Park—Cancelled  

This event is cancelled due to rain/thunderstorms. 
Join us next week for our Easter Lunch at Cambridge Square after worship! 
And look forward to an upcoming Picnic at the Park on a Sunday with better weather this 
spring. 
 
 

Sunday Study + Theology on Tap — Today + Wednesday March 31 
There will be both an in-person option right after Sunday worship today and an online option 
at 7:30pm on Wednesdays. Both sessions will cover the same material and the study will be a 
half-hour study each time.  
Our study topic will be “The Anti-Fragile Christian: a study on how God uses hardships to 
develop virtue.” Join us in-person or online! There will be a Sunday school option for children 
during the Sunday study too. 
 
 

Grocery Canvass—Next Event—Easter Saturday April 3 
Our next grocery canvass event will be the Saturday before Easter, April 3. We’ll be able to 
share a small amount of physical hope and invite people to hear about the eternal spiritual 
hope they have in Jesus’ resurrection.  
We’re excited to get out in our community again and share the love. 
A sign up sheet will be posted in the lobby leading up to the event or you can let pastor know 
you’re interested in helping.  
Sign up to help with grocery supply runs, grocery delivery or both.  
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Easter Lunch at Cambridge Square—NEW 
In order to extend the Easter celebration plan to head on over to Ooltewah's Cambridge 
Square for an Easter lunch! Everyone can order takeout from their favorite Cambridge 
Square eatery and meet outside in the Square for a meal together.   

 
 

Holy Communion Instructions 
 Any members who feel comfortable partaking of the Lord’s Supper today are encouraged to 
stay after the service for a brief Holy Communion service. We’ll walk through the procedure 
prior to distributing. Pastor will wash his hands prior to distribution and we’ll have some oth-
er sanitary procedures to follow.  

 
 

Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for 
finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? 
How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s no better 
place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about 
the course and sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Or just contact pastor to jump into the class.  
Reserve a spot today! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregational Birthdays and Anniversaries: none 

 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

