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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Series: The Road to Redemption 

This lent series traces Jesus’ path to the cross and empty tomb by looking back at the 
Old Testament. The road Jesus walked to win our redemption looks very familiar when 
we pay attention to the road God was paving for the Messiah in the Old Testament.  

And the good news is that Jesus walked this road to redemption for you and me. Life 
isn’t about us finding redemption for ourselves. It’s about receiving the redemption 
Jesus won for us. He walked the road—so we can reach our destination.  

 

Today’s Focus: Pole to Pole—Watch Out for the Snakes 

The Israelites complained against God again and again as they wandered through the 

desert for 40 years on their way to the promised land. At one point the people were 

attacked by many venomous snakes and were dying because of the snakes’ venom. 

It seemed like God should have just left them to their fate since they had rebelled 

against him so often. But he gave them an antidote to that deadly snake venom. A 

bronze serpent up on a pole offered the people a cure. Look at that snake hanging on 

the pole and they would be saved.  

It may seem like an odd shadow of Christ, but we find ourselves in a similar situation as 

the Israelites and we find ourselves looking to a figure up on a wooden pole as well. 

We see our Savior on the cross with the antidote to sin. Look upon him and live! 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING HYMN 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M: This is what the Lord says – “I am he who blots out your transgressions and remem-
bers your sins no more.” Isaiah 43:25 

C: He does not stay angry forever but delights to show mercy. 

M: He will have compassion on us and tread our sins underfoot. Micah 7:18,19 

C: He will hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. 

M: Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. Hebrews 4:16 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in 
Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.  

M: If anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father – Jesus Christ, the     
Righteous One. 

C: He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of 
the whole world.  1 John 2:1,2 

M: Therefore, at Christ’s command and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 1 John 1:7 

 
 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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Performed by Caleb Schmiege 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But we 
ask you graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with your salvation; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
 
 
 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 

EPISTLE Ephesians 2:4-10 

4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us 

alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace 

you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with 

him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages 

he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kind-

ness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through 

faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so 

that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 

to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.   

           NIV 
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Please stand 
 
 
 

GOSPEL Mark 15:21-32 
 

21 A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was 

passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him to carry the 

cross. 22 They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means “the 

place of the skull”). 23 Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did 

not take it. 24 And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to 

see what each would get. 

25 It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The written notice of 

the charge against him read: the king of the jews. 

27 They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left. 
28 29 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, 

“So! You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
30 come down from the cross and save yourself!” 31 In the same way the chief 

priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. “He saved 

others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! 32 Let this Messiah, this king of 

Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” Those 

crucified with him also heaped insults on him.     NIV 
 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  
 

Please be seated  

 
   

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN 
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SERMON Numbers 21:4-9 

 4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to 

go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they 

spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought 

us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is 

no water! And we detest this miserable food!” 

 6 Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the 

people and many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, 

“We sinned when we spoke against the Lord and against you. Pray that 

the Lord will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the 

people. 

 8 The Lord said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; any-

one who is bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze 

snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake 

and looked at the bronze snake, they lived.    

           NIV 
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POLE TO POLE  
WATCH OUT FOR THE SNAKES  

 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 
1. The picture of the snake on the pole is a symbol of _________________ - but in the Bible it’s 

also a picture of or foreshadowing of _________________. 

2. What caused the Israelites to grumble and complain against God and his servant/leader   

Moses? 

3. Discipline from God is sometimes the case of God withdrawing his __________________. 

4. Why do we sometimes need discipline from God? 

5. What’s the real reason we grumble and complain against God?  Is it difficult living conditions 

or something else? 

6. The remedy for those bitten by a snake was the bronze serpent – the remedy for us who 

have been bitten by sin’s poisonous bite is to look where? 

7. Looking at a serpent on a pole and looking at Jesus on the cross and knowing you are healed 

and saved is an act of __________________. 

8. What can happen if we try to outthink God? 

9.  Looking in faith to God not only saves us from death, what else does it do?  

10. What is the one sign that we can pay attention to when we are looking for a sign from God? 

My notes: 
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Please stand 

 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and death 
by his obedient death on the cross. 
 

C: We confess that without your love we are lost. 
 

M: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our 
eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 
 

C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter the danger or the cost. 
 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the first century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you have more questions. 

Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we 
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances 
and for the work of God’s church on earth. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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M: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and persecu-
tion for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up for 
what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their 
faith and their values as Christians. 
 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 
 

M: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the 
depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those victimized by 
war and injustice, and for all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart. 
 

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their comfort 
and hope. 
 

M: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; 
social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand be-
side the dying. 
 

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing good. 
 

M: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the 
point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

C: Amen 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: AMEN. 
 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
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CLOSING SONG 

ARRANGED BY KOINE 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
Our Lent worship series “The Road to Redemption” continues next week. 
March 28—Ride to Ride—Palm Sunday 

 
 
Guest Pastor Today 

We thank Pastor Wayne Uhlhorn for his message in the sermon today. We may be seeing 
Pastor Uhlhorn more often as he has taken the position of a home missions counselor in our 
synod. His work involves giving guidance and resources to new mission starts like Living 
Hope. This past week he visited 3 other mission churches in Tennessee (Knoxville, Morris-
town, and Crossville) and was in discussions on another possible church plant in Greeneville, 
TN. 
 
 

Sunday Study + Theology on Tap — Today + Wednesday March 124 
There will be both an in-person option right after Sunday worship today and an online option 
at 7:30pm on Wednesdays. Both sessions will cover the same material and the study will be a 
half-hour study each time.  
Our study topic will be “The Anti-Fragile Christian: a study on how God uses hardships to 
develop virtue.” Join us in-person or online! There will be a Sunday school option for children 
during the Sunday study too. 
 
 

Palm Sunday Picnic at the Park—Palm Sunday March 28  
This will be a “bring your own lunch and blanket” picnic. Pack a cooler or order your favorite 
takeout and meet over at the Imagination Station park in Collegedale after the worship service 
ends. We’ve enjoyed getting together for this back in fall 2020 and now that it’s warming up 
let’s get back to some picnicking!  
What: Bring your own lunch outdoor picnic 
When: Sunday March 28 after worship 
Where: Collegedale Imagination Station fields or pavilion (Swinyar Dr, Collegedale) 
 
 

Good Friday Worship—7:00pm April 2nd—NEW 
The Road to Redemption ends at the cross on Good Friday. Join Living Hope at Springhill 
Suites for an evening service focusing on the passion of Christ through stirring songs and an 
impactful message from the Word. Come in-person at 7pm or tune in online. 
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Grocery Canvass—Next Event—Easter Saturday April 3 
Our next grocery canvass event will be the Saturday before Easter, April 3. We’ll be able to 
share a small amount of physical hope and invite people to hear about the eternal spiritual 
hope they have in Jesus’ resurrection.  
We’re excited to get out in our community again and share the love. 
A sign up sheet will be posted in the lobby leading up to the event or you can let pastor 
know you’re interested in helping.  
Sign up to help with grocery supply runs, grocery delivery or both.  
 
 

Easter Sunday—April 4th—NEW 
Join Living Hope for Easter worship and stick around afterwards for the grand return of 
after-worship snacks! We'll be bringing in some local pastries and coffee so we can enjoy 
some fellowship out on the Springhill Suites back patio. Children will also get to do some 
Easter related activities after worship.   
 
 

Easter Lunch at Cambridge Square—NEW 
In order to extend the Easter celebration plan to head on over to Ooltewah's Cambridge 
Square for an Easter lunch! Everyone can order takeout from their favorite Cambridge 
Square eatery and meet outside in the Square for a meal together.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregational Birthdays and Anniversaries last week: 
Birthday—Natalie Melso (March 20) 

 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 


