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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Following. 

What are you following? Who are you following?  

We probably follow a lot of junk on social media these days. Not everything we follow is harm-
ful but it may not always be beneficial or very worthwhile either. We probably need to spend 
less time following celebrities, sports figures, and internet sensations and more time following 
our Savior.  

As we follow Jesus we’ll find that he fills us with the things we really need. Following Jesus is 
less about doing things and more about receiving things. Following Jesus means receiving true 
rest, growth, confidence and comfort. 

We hope you “like” and “follow” this series. You won’t want to miss it.   

 

Today’s Focus: Followers of Jesus—Grow in God’s Word 

Today, Jesus tells us 2 parables centered on a seed. The theme of both parables is 

growth: the growth of faith in the individual and the growth of God’s kingdom in the 

world.  

In both cases, God is in control of the timing of the growth and he is in control of the 

extent of the growth. And so we scatter the seed of God’s Word, knowing God will 

bring growth and results on his timetable and to an extent we could never dream of.  

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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                Arranged by All Sons and Daughters 

You give life, You are love 
You bring light to the darkness 
You give hope, You restore, ev'ry heart that is broken 
And great are You Lord 
  
Chorus 
It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise 
It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise to You only 
  
You give life, You are love 
You bring light to the darkness 
You give hope, You restore, ev'ry heart that is broken 
And great are You Lord 
 
Chorus  
It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise 
It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise to You only 
 
Bridge X3 
And all the earth will shout Your praise 
Our hearts will cry these bones will sing 
Great are You Lord 
 

Chorus X2 
It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise 
It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise to You only 
               Keyboard/Vocals—Jessica Stoens; Guitar—Mitchell Beckman 

OPENING HYMN—Great Are You Lord 
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CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.        1 John 1:8-9  

 
C: For the wrong we have done, and all the good we have failed to do;  

for angry deeds, for hurtful words, for uncharitable thoughts;  
for self-centered living, and for failing to walk with humility and gentleness; 
for longing to have what is not ours, and for failing to give thanks for what is ours;  
for those sins we do not even remember committing:  
Holy God, have mercy on us.  

 
M: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  

 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: O God, protector of all the faithful, you alone make strong; you alone make holy. 
Show us your mercy and forgive our sins day by day. Guide us through our earthly lives 
that we do not lose the things you have prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
 
 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 17:22-24 

 
22 “‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will take a shoot from the 
very top of a cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig from its topmost 
shoots and plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23 On the mountain heights of 
Israel I will plant it; it will produce branches and bear fruit and become a splen-
did cedar. Birds of every kind will nest in it; they will find shelter in the shade 
of its branches. 24 All the trees of the forest will know that I the Lord bring 
down the tall tree and make the low tree grow tall. I dry up the green tree and 
make the dry tree flourish. 

 
“‘I the Lord have spoken, and I will do it.’”     
           NIV 
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EPISTLE Colossians 1:3-8 

 

 

 3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray 

for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love 

you have for all God’s people— 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope 

stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard in the 

true message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel 

is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has been 

doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 
7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minis-

ter of Christ on our behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 

           

           NIV 
\ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
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SERMON HYMN 
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Please stand 
 

 

SERMON Mark 4:26-34 

 

26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on 
the ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts 
and grows, though he does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces 
grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon 
as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.” 

30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable 
shall we use to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of 
all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all 
garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” 

33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they 

could understand. 34 He did not say anything to them without using a parable. 

But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 

           

           NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  

 
 

Please be seated 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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GROW IN GOD ’S WORD  
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 
1. Why does Jesus tell parables? 

2. What 2 kinds of growth come up in these 2 parables? 

  1) The growth of _______________ in an individual.        

  2) The growth of God’s ________________________ in the world. 

3.  What is the seed in the first parable? 

4. What applications does the sowing of seeds have for us? 

5. In what ways does God’s kingdom grow? 

6. How do we get in the way of God’s way of doing things? 

7. What peace does God give us for carrying out his kingdom work? 

8. What 2 things is God in control of when it comes to kingdom growth and growth in faith? 

9. How does God’s timing apply to the parable of the sprouting seed? 

10. What’s our mindset as we think about what God has in store for our gospel mission here? 

My notes: 

 

 

TRUTH — God himself is in control of the timing and the extent of his kingdom’s growth. 
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Please stand 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH          
 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.    
C: AMEN. 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the second century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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Verse 1         Arranged by Bethel 

Intro 

How great the chasm that lay between us? 

How high the mountain I could not climb? 

In desperation I turned to Heaven, 
And spoke Your name into the night. 
 

Then through the darkness, your loving kindness 

Tore through the shadows of my soul. 
The work is finished, the end is written: 
Jesus Christ, my living hope. 

Verse 2 

Brief Intro 

Who could imagine so great a mercy? 

What heart could fathom such boundless grace? 

The God of angels stepped down from glory. 
To wear my sin and bear my shame. 
 

The cross has spoken, I am forgiven. 
The King of kings calls me His own. 
Beautiful Savior, I’m Yours forever, 
Jesus Christ, my living hope. 

Chorus 

Hallelujah! 
Praise the one who set me free. 
Hallelujah! 
Death has lost its grip on me. 
 

You have broken every chain, 
There’s salvation in Your name, 
Jesus Christ, my living hope. 
 
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 

CLOSING SONG—Living Hope 
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Verse 3 

Then came the morning that sealed the promise. 
Your buried body began to breathe. 
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion 

Declared the grave has no claim on me. 
 

Then came the morning that sealed the promise. 
Your buried body began to breathe. 
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion 

Declared the grave has no claim on me. 
Jesus, yours is the victory! 

Chorus 

Brief Intro 

Hallelujah! 
Praise the one who set me free. 
Hallelujah! 
Death has lost its grip on me. 
 

You have broken every chain, 
There’s salvation in Your name, 
Jesus Christ, my living hope. 

Repeat Chorus 

Hallelujah! 
Praise the one who set me free. 
Hallelujah! 
Death has lost its grip on me. 
 

You have broken every chain, 
There’s salvation in Your name, 
Jesus Christ, my living hope. 
Jesus Christ, my living hope. 
 

Keyboard/Vocals—Jessica Stoens; Guitar—Mitchell Beckman 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
Sundays in June and July: “Following” sermon series 
Next Sunday—Followers of Jesus Look to Jesus in the Storms 

 
 

Facility/Land search input—Today after worship 
A few weeks ago we asked the congregation for input regarding 3 different options toward 
acquiring either a permanent or leased facility. We’d like to share the results of that feedback 
right after worship today! Stick around for the quick update even if you can’t stay for Bible 
study. 

 
 
Sunday Study  

Sunday study will take place after worship today if we have time after 
the brief update. Sunday school for children will take place at the same 
time as the adults study out in the entrance hallway. We’ll continue our 
new study called “One by One.” This will kick off our summer of studying 
personal evangelism and outreach training.  
 
“One by One” is a Bible study based on Pastor David Rosenau’s keynote presentation a the 
WELS National Conference on Lutheran Leadership in January 2020. Pastor Rosenau helps 
Christians understand why it is so important to see every soul as a treasure and why we want 
to be willing to spend the time and effort necessary to share the gospel with each one. 
 
 

Living Hope at the Lookouts—Friday June 25 @ 7:15pm 
Join Living Hope for a night at the ballpark! The Chattanooga Lookouts play the Rocket City 
Trash Pandas at 7:15pm on Friday June 25. 
 
The cost per person is $12.50. Children under 3 are free. 
If we get 25 or more to sign up then tickets will be just $10! 
 
We'll need a final count by next Wednesday June 23. 
If you're interested in joining us please sign up today at the yellow sheet in the 
lobby or contact our Fellowship Coordinator - Robbin Lundquist. 
rlundquist34@gmail.com 
423-774-5940  

 
 

mailto:rlundquist34@gmail.com
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Lakeside Lutheran High School Outreach Team—June 30—July 5 

Living Hope welcomes an outreach team from Lakeside Lutheran High School in Lake Mills, 
WI this summer. These mission trips for teens are a great experience for them and they’re 
a great opportunity for Living Hope too! We’ll have the team help us with grocery canvass-
ing and handing out flyers in neighborhoods. Sign up to help provide a meal for the team 
while they’re here! 

 
 

Grocery Canvass—Next Event—Saturday July 3 @ 10:00am 

Our next grocery canvass event will be Saturday July 3. We’ll be able to share a small 
amount of physical hope and invite people to hear about the eternal spiritual hope they 
have in Jesus. We’ll be having our Lakeside Lutheran high school team help out with the 
delivery on this date. Come join them! 
Sign up to help with grocery supply runs, grocery delivery or both.  
 
 

Day at the Bay—Saturday July 17—starting at 11AM 
Living Hope's July outing will be at Harrison Bay State Park on Saturday July 17. We'll have a 
potluck style lunch. Living Hope will provide grilled meats and fixins' and you can bring a 
side dish to pass. Join in for some yard games, swimming, and time out on the boat.  

 
 

Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for finding them often seems 
a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? 
There’s no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and sign up 
for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Or just contact pastor to jump into the class.  
Reserve a spot in our June sessions today! 
 
 
Congregational Birthdays and Anniversaries: none 

 

 Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

