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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Handcrafted 

Have you ever felt as though your life is nothing special? Does it seem as though nothing you 
do is all that important? God sees it differently. Just as a skilled potter can take a formless lump 
of clay and turn it into a beautiful vase, so also God accomplishes extraordinary things in our 
world using ordinary people like us.  

July 25: Chosen in Christ  

August 1: United in Christ  

August 8: Equipped by Christ  

August 15: Clothed with Christ  

August 22: Loving like Christ  

 

Today’s Focus: Chosen in Christ 

We have been chosen in Christ. Nothing about us made us good candidates for the great things 

God wants to accomplish in our world. And yet, in Christ, we have been washed clean of all 

imperfection. We have been given the Holy Spirit as a seal of his possession. By his grace alone 

we are the people through whom he carries out his plans and purposes.  

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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 OPENING HYMN 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

M: Explanation of baptism  

 

M: We recall what baptism means for our daily lives as we speak these 

words together:  

 

C: Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily 

sorrow and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to 

death. It also means that new person should daily arise to live before 

God in righteousness and purity forever.  

 

M: As baptized children of God we confess our sins:  

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
 For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
 For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
 For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
 
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made 
us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through 
his called servant. I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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BAPTISMAL RITE for Annabelle Carole Melso 

 
EXHORTATION 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ:  

Our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all who are baptized. Christian love 

therefore urges all of us, especially parents and sponsors, to assist in whatever manner possi-

ble so that Annabelle may remain a child of God until death. If you are willing to carry out this 

responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God gives me strength. 

 

C: Yes as God gives me strength. 

 
M: Let us pray: 

Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of baptism by which you offer and 
give the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Help us to regard our baptism as the robe of 
righteousness we are to wear all the days of our life. Look with special favor on Annabelle 
and grant her a rich measure of your Spirit that she may grow in faith and godly living. Make 
us willing to carry out our responsibilities to those who have been baptized, so that all of us 
may finally come to the blessed joys of heaven, through Jesus our Lord.  C: Amen 
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GOD’S WORD 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 55:1-9 

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, 

come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 2 Why 

spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, lis-

ten to me, and eat what is good, and you will delight in the richest of fare. 3 Give ear 

and come to me; listen, that you may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 

my faithful love promised to David. 4 See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a 

ruler and commander of the peoples. 5 Surely you will summon nations you know not, 

and nations you do not know will come running to you, because of the Lord your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with splendor.”  
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6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7 Let the wicked 

forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the Lord, and 

he will have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.  

8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares 
the Lord. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.       NIV 

 
Please stand 

 
 
GOSPEL John 15:9-17 
 

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep 

my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands 

and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that 

your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are 

my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant 

does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 

that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but 

I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will 

last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my 

command: Love each other.         NIV 

 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  
 

Please be seated 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN 
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SERMON Ephesians 1:3-14 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in 

him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In 

love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in ac-

cordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, 

which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption 

through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of 

God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he 

made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, 

which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach 

their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under 

Christ.  

11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan 

of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 

in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the 

praise of his glory. 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the 

message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were 

marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guar-

anteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s posses-

sion—to the praise of his glory.  

           

           NIV 
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CHOSEN IN CHRIST  
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 
1. What can our lives sometimes look like? 

2. What’s the purpose of the vertical threads? 

3. What is the 1st unseen thread God weaves through your life? 

4. How has God the Father claimed you as part of his family? 

5. What is the 2nd unseen thread God weaves through your life? 

6. How were we redeemed (purchased)? 

7. What is the 3rd unseen thread God weaves through your life? 

8. What does it mean that the Holy Spirit is a deposit? 

9. What phrase does Paul repeat again and again in these verses that holds all things together? 

My notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUTH — God has woven a beautiful picture of you. 
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Please stand 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH      
 

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us 
day after day. 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from 
the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love. 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the second century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you have more questions. 

Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we 
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances 
and for the work of God’s church on earth. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden ca-
tastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel 
by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones safe from whatever perils may threaten 
them. 

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, 

and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our gov-
ernment and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship 
and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-
being. 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be 

peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or 

disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to 

hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, out time and skills, our minis-

tries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in 

your sight. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.    
C: AMEN. 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
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CLOSING SONG 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Upcoming services 
On Sundays in July and August join Living Hope for a sermon series on Ephesians. In this 
series called “Handcrafted,” we watch God turn nothing special into something great. 
 
Next Sunday—United in Christ 
 

 
Sunday Study  

Sunday study will take place after worship today. Sunday school for 
children out in the entrance hallway will take place at the same time 
as the adults’ study. We’ll conclude our study called “One by One.”  
 
“One by One” is a Bible study based on Pastor David Rosenau’s keynote presentation at the 
WELS National Conference on Lutheran Leadership in January 2020. Pastor Rosenau helps 
Christians understand why it is so important to see every soul as a treasure and why we want 
to be willing to spend the time and effort necessary to share the gospel with each one. 
 
 

Day at the Bay—Saturday July 31—starting @ 11AM 
Living Hope's July outing will be at Harrison Bay State Park on Saturday July 31. This is our new 
picnic date since the date of the original event got called off due to rain. 
 
We'll have a potluck style lunch. Living Hope will provide grilled meats and fixins' and you can 
bring a side dish to pass. Join in for some yard games, swimming, and time out on the boat.  
Sign up to let us know you’re coming so we can order plenty of grilled meats and let us know if 
there’s a side-dish you’re able to pass! 

 
 
Grocery Canvass—Saturday August 7 @ 10:00am 

Our next grocery canvass event will be Saturday August 7. We’ll be able to share a small 
amount of physical hope and invite people to hear about the eternal spiritual hope they have 
in Jesus.  
Sign up to help with grocery supply runs, grocery delivery or both.  
 
 

Kid bags 
If you could kindly return the children’s activity bags we’d appreciate it. We’ll use them for 
future services. Thank you! 
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Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for 
finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? 
How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s no better 
place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and sign up 
for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Pastor aims to start a class on Wednesday evenings in August. Get in touch with pastor if you 
want to jump in! 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

