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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

The Festival of Epiphany 

Today we celebrate the Festival of Epiphany of Our Lord. Epiphany is Christendom’s second 
oldest festival; it has been celebrated continuously by the Church for nearly 1900 years. 
The festival was originally a general celebration of the incarnation of Jesus Christ which 
included the commemoration of his birth, the visit of the Magi (Wise Men), all of Jesus' 
childhood events up to and including his baptism. Today, the Eastern Orthodox church cel-
ebrates Epiphany as the festival of Christ’s birth, and the Western Church stresses the visit 
of the Magi. 

The season of Epiphany (the Greek word for “appearance”) celebrates God's revealing or 
manifesting of Jesus' identity as true God, Messiah, and Savior of the world. Epiphany not 
only commemorates the fact that Jesus appeared to save us, but that God revealed the 
identity of Jesus to the world.  
  

Today’s Focus: God’s Mystery of Grace Has Been Revealed 

We thank Pastor Wayne Uhlhorn for bringing us an Epiphany message from God’s Word 
today. Pastor Uhlhorn serves as a Home Missions Counselor for our church body (WELS).  
Pastor Uhlhorn is also the father-in-law of Pastor Melso.  

 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about  filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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 OPENING HYMN 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M: Lord God, heavenly Father, we humbly come before you today knowing that we have 
failed to speak lovingly, think purely, or act rightly. We have sinned against you and 
against others… …in wasting the precious time you give us.  

C: ...in our slowness and hesitancy to spread your Gospel.  

M: ...in the faithful care of our relationships.  

C: ...in our restless and relentless preoccupation with worldly wealth.  

M: ...in caring for the bodies and minds you have given us.  

C: ...in our refusal to make you our first priority.  

M: Hear our confession, for we have sinned and are in need of your mercy and for-
giveness.  

C: Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 Christ, have mercy upon us.  

 Lord, have mercy upon us.  

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.  

C: Amen  

 
 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the nations your one 
and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith, to come at last to the perfect 
joy of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 60:1-6 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

    and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 
2 See, darkness covers the earth 

    and thick darkness is over the peoples, 

but the Lord rises upon you 

    and his glory appears over you. 
3 Nations will come to your light, 

    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you: 

    All assemble and come to you; 

your sons come from afar, 

    and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
5 Then you will look and be radiant, 

    your heart will throb and swell with joy; 

the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, 

    to you the riches of the nations will come. 
6 Herds of camels will cover your land, 

    young camels of Midian and Ephah. 

And all from Sheba will come, 

    bearing gold and incense 

    and proclaiming the praise of the Lord.     NIV 



8 

 

Please stand 
 

GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12 
 

 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from 

the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the 

Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

 3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he 

had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where 

the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 

prophet has written: 

 6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

     are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for out of you will come a ruler 

      who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 

had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As 

soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 
 9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 

when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When 

they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 

mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures 

and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a 

dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.      NIV

     

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  
 

 

Please be seated 

          

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN—Son of God, Eternal Savior 
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SERMON Ephesians 3:2-12 
 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was 
given to me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I 
have already written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to under-
stand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to peo-
ple in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy 
apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are 
heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together 
in the promise in Christ Jesus. 

 7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me 
through the working of his power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all the 
Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless 
riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mys-
tery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10 His 
intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to 
his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and 
through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 
           
          NIV 

 

GOD ’S MYSTERY OF GRACE HAS BEEN REVEALED  
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Please stand 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 

 

 

 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the first century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you feel uncomfortable or have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into 
our world to save us from sin and death. 
  
C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 
  
M: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came 
preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging. 
  
C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation 
to those doomed to death. 
  
M: Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the 
good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own 
lips to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or hope. 
  
C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel. 
  
M: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve 
you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and 
far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the 
faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort those 
who mourn. 
  
C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 
   
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
  
Silent prayer. 
  
M: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in 
the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song 
of triumph. 
  
C: Amen. 

Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we 
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances 
and for the work of God’s church on earth. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,   

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: AMEN. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 
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    CLOSING SONG                 arranged by Koine 
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    ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Upcoming services 

Next week we start a new series called “2021 Vision.” 
In January and February we’ll learn about bringing things 
back into focus. We’ll look at Living Hope’s mission and vision statements and see how refo-
cusing on that vision in 2021 will bless not only our church but will also bless us and those 
around us.  
2020 wasn’t a great year but our 2021 vision can be even stronger than “20-20” vision. 

 
 
 
 
2021 First Trimester Ministry Update—Sunday January 17th 

Our next ministry update will be on January 17th after the service. This update will also be 
recorded so you’ll be able to catch up with the latest news even if you can’t be at the service.  
 
We’ll also take the time to talk about an upcoming “vision casting” meeting that ties in with 
our new series. We’ve had to tweak quite a bit of our ministry plans due to the pandemic and 
now would be a great time to chat together in an interactive format about ways we can 
“recast” our vision for the near future and refocus our sights on the big overall vision for Liv-
ing Hope. More detail on the vision casting meeting coming soon!  

 
 
 
 
Theology on Tap — To resume soon 

We’ll be gathering feedback on upcoming Bible study plans and 
launch a new study series in the coming weeks. 

 
 
 
 

Thank you for your service 
Thank you to Pastor Wayne Uhlhorn for sharing God’s message of grace with us today. Stick 
around after the service to hear more about his work as a Mission Counselor for our synod and 
how he’ll be a great resource for our new church plant too.  
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Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process 
for finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even 
start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s 
no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and 
sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Or just contact pastor to jump into the class. New classes will begin on Tuesday nights 
in 2021. Reserve a spot today! 
 

 
 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

