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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Series: 2021 Vision 

This series is all about bringing things back into focus.  

As we look at Living Hope’s mission and vision statements we'll see how refocusing on 
that vision in 2021 will bless not only our church but will also personally bless us and 
those around us. 

The church season of Epiphany is all about seeing the good things God reveals to us. 
Let's open our eyes to refocus on the mission God has placed before us and enjoy the 
humbling kingdom work we get to be part of. 

2020 wasn’t a great year but our 2021 vision can be even stronger than “20-20” vision.  
 

Today’s Focus: Comforted to Be a Comforter 

The vision for the culture here at Living Hope is that we’re all about real people giving 

real hope to real people. The hope and comfort that God gives to us equips us to give 

comfort and hope to our neighbor.  

Since we’ve been given such great comfort from the God of all comfort, we let that 

comfort overflow to others. We direct people to the source of our comfort, the gospel 

of Jesus, so that they too can share in the comfort we’ve received. 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING HYMN—If God Himself Be for Me 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M: Let us confess our sins to God, our Father. 

C: O Lord, our God, we confess that during times in our lives 

when it feels as though the earth gives way and the mountains fall into the sea, 

we have not looked to you as our fortress and strength. 

Too often we look to ourselves, 

not fearing, loving, and trusting in you above all things. 

We humbly ask that for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us, 

so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

M: There is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are 

justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen.  Romans 3:22–24 

M: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives 

you all your sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ, and by his authority, I for-

give you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the Word of life for our eyes to see 
and our ears to hear. Help us to believe what the Scriptures proclaim about him and do 
the things that are pleasing in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Psalm 103:8-19 

 8 The Lord is compassionate and gracious, 
    slow to anger, abounding in love. 
9 He will not always accuse, 
    nor will he harbor his anger forever; 
10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve 
    or repay us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
    so great is his love for those who fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 
    so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 

13 As a father has compassion on his children, 
    so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him; 
14 for he knows how we are formed, 
    he remembers that we are dust. 
15 The life of mortals is like grass, 
    they flourish like a flower of the field; 
16 the wind blows over it and it is gone, 
    and its place remembers it no more. 
17 But from everlasting to everlasting 
    the Lord’s love is with those who fear him, 
    and his righteousness with their children’s children— 
18 with those who keep his covenant 
    and remember to obey his precepts. 

19 The Lord has established his throne in heaven, 

    and his kingdom rules over all.       NIV 
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Please stand 
 

 
GOSPEL Mark 1:29-39 

 
29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of 
Simon and Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they immedi-
ately told Jesus about her. 31 So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The 
fever left her and she began to wait on them. 

32 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-
possessed. 33 The whole town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus healed many who had 
various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons 
speak because they knew who he was. 

35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and 
went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. 36 Simon and his companions went to 
look for him, 37 and when they found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for 
you!” 

38 Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach 

there also. That is why I have come.” 39 So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching 

in their synagogues and driving out demons.     

           NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  
 

 

Please be seated 

   
      

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN 
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SERMON 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort 

we ourselves receive from God. 5 For just as we share abundantly in the 

sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. 6 If we 

are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, 

it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the 

same sufferings we suffer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because we 

know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our 

comfort.           

           NIV 
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COMFORTED TO BE A COMFORTER  
Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 
1. What culture are we seeking to create at Living Hope? 

2. What kind of comfort do we tend to gravitate toward? 

3. What’s the effect of trying to avoid trouble and suffering? 

4. Who do we tend to want to comfort first? 

5. What do the promises of “quick-fix” comfort lead to? 

6. Where does God meet us in order to comfort us? 

7. What purpose do we find even in our troubles? 

8. What will it look like for you to be a comforter? 

9. What seals our comfort as something that lasts and gives future hope? 

10. What is the picture behind “patient endurance”? 

My notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUTH — Christ has come into our suffering to share it and shoulder it. 
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Please stand 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
M: Living in a world where people believe that the universe was formed through 
chance and accident, what do you believe? 
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
M: Living in a world where people are confronted with the guilt and punishment of sin, 
what do you believe Jesus did for you? 
 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
M: Living in a world where people are without hope and certainty, what do you be-
lieve? 
 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
 

 

 

 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the first century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into our 
world to save us from sin and death. 

C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 

M: Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good 
news of salvation be heard in every corner of the earth. Open our own lips to speak your 
name to those around us who still live without faith or hope. 

C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel. 

M: Compassionate Lord, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve 
you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones, that they may 
remember your love and salvation. Strengthen the faith of the sick and the disheartened. 
Give hope to those in despair and comfort those who mourn. 

C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 

M: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the 
full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of tri-
umph. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: AMEN. 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
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CLOSING SONG 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 

Next week we continue our series called “2021 Vision.” 
We’ll focus on the mission statement of Living Hope: We succeed in our mission when 
the hope of life forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life. 
 

 
 
Sunday Study + Theology on Tap — TODAY January 31 + Wednesday February 3 

There will be both an in-person option right after Sunday worship today and an online 
option at 7:30pm on Wednesdays. Both sessions will cover the same material and the 
study will be a half-hour study each time.  
Our study topic will be “The Anti-Fragile Christian: a study on how God uses hard-
ships to develop virtue.” Join us in-person or online! There will be a Sunday school 
option for children during the Sunday study too. 
 
 
 

Vision Casting Meeting—Sunday February 7 
This meeting ties in with our current series. We’ve had to tweak quite a bit of our 
ministry plans due to the pandemic and now would be a great time to chat together 
in an interactive format about ways we can “recast” our vision for the near future 
and refocus our sights on the big overall vision for Living Hope.  

 
 
 
Grocery Canvass—coming in February  

Living Hope has received $4,500 in grant money from our church body in partnership 
with Christian Aid and Relief so that we can reach our community with hope and 
much needed relief. We will be undertaking a number of grocery canvassing events 
in February and March in order to bring at least some small relief to those who are 
especially reeling from the pandemic. We are looking for members to jump onto a 
special task force that will help plan logistics and aid in carrying out the canvassing 
events. Simply let pastor know you’re interested in getting involved with the effort. 
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Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process 
for finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even 
start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s 
no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and 
sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Or just contact pastor to jump into the class.  
Reserve a spot today! 
New session this Tuesday February 2 at 7:30pm. 
 
 

 
 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

