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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Series: 2021 Vision 

This series is all about bringing things back into focus.  

As we look at Living Hope’s mission and vision statements we'll see how refocusing on 
that vision in 2021 will bless not only our church but will also personally bless us and 
those around us. 

The church season of Epiphany is all about seeing the good things God reveals to us. 
Let's open our eyes to refocus on the mission God has placed before us and enjoy the 
humbling kingdom work we get to be part of. 

2020 wasn’t a great year but our 2021 vision can be even stronger than “20-20” vision.  
 

Today’s Focus: Try On Other People’s Shoes 

The outreach vision at Living Hope is that we will be a church designed not for those 

who have been here longest but for those who are not here yet. In order to make that 

vision a reality, we’re going to need to learn to step into other people’s shoes. To reach 

people with the gospel message we want to meet them where they’re at and find com-

mon ground in order to bring the gospel to them. 

Outreach, in the end, is pretty simple. It’s all about putting the gospel of Jesus first and 

putting others first.  

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING HYMN—In Christ Alone 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punish-

ment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in 

Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse 

me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear 

child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen.  

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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Verse 1 
O God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you like a dry weary land without water. 
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your glory.  REFRAIN 
 
 
Verse 2 
For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your praise. 
So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy. REFRAIN 
 
 
Verse 3 
On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the night; 
For you have been my help; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. 
My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast. REFRAIN 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach with au-

thority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we, too, may bring good news to 

the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Jonah 3:1-5,10 

Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to the great city 

of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.” 

3 Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a 

very large city; it took three days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going a 

day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be 

overthrown.” 5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of 

them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.  

10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he 

relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened.  

           NIV 
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Please stand 
 

 
GOSPEL John 1:14-20 
 

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good 

news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come 

near. Repent and believe the good news!” 

16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 

Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow 

me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 18 At once they 

left their nets and followed him. 

19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his 

brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, 

and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and fol-

lowed him.          

           NIV

              

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  
 

 

Please be seated 

    

      

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 
 
 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN 
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SERMON 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

19 Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to 

everyone, to win as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, 

to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law 

(though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the 

law. 21 To those not having the law I became like one not having the 

law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so 

as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, to win 

the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible 

means I might save some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I 

may share in its blessings.        

           NIV 
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TRY ON OTHER PEOPLE ’S SHOES  
Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 
1. What do we filter our ministry decisions through? 

2. What 2 things will happen when we “try on other people’s shoes”? 

3. What was the apostle Paul’s goal? 

4. What do we have to be ready to put aside? 

5. Paul never changed his message but what did he change? 

6. Why is it hard making ourselves a servant of everyone else? 

7. In what way did Jesus put himself in our shoes? 

8. What does outreach really boil down to in the end? 

My notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUTH—Christians always ask, “what will be best for the course of the gospel?” 
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Please stand 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the first century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

In our prayers today: 

* The United States government 

* The spread of the gospel 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,   

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: AMEN. 
 
 
 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 

Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we 
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances 
and for the work of God’s church on earth. 
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    CLOSING SONG performed by koine 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 

Next week we continue our series called “2021 Vision.” 
We’ll focus on the vision of the culture of Living Hope: that this would be a church 
where real people give real hope to real people. 
 

 
 
Sunday Study + Theology on Tap — TODAY January 24 + Wednesday January 27 

Bible study will resume this week. There will be both an in-person option right after 
Sunday worship today and an online option at 7:30pm on Wednesdays. Both sessions 
will cover the same material and the study will be a half-hour study each time.  
Our study topic will be “The Anti-Fragile Christian: a study on how God uses hard-
ships to develop virtue.” Join us in-person or online! There will be a Sunday school 
option for children during the Sunday study too. 
 
 
 

Vision Casting Meeting—Sunday February 7 
This meeting ties in with our current series. We’ve had to tweak quite a bit of our 
ministry plans due to the pandemic and now would be a great time to chat together 
in an interactive format about ways we can “recast” our vision for the near future 
and refocus our sights on the big overall vision for Living Hope.  

 
 
 
Grocery Canvass—coming in February  

Living Hope has received $4,500 in grant money from our church body in partnership 
with Christian Aid and Relief so that we can reach our community with hope and 
much needed relief. We will be undertaking a number of grocery canvassing events 
in February and March in order to bring at least some small relief to those who are 
especially reeling from the pandemic. We are looking for members to jump onto a 
special task force that will help plan logistics and aid in carrying out the canvassing 
events. Simply let pastor know you’re interested in getting involved with the effort. 
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Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process 
for finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even 
start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s 
no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and 
sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Or just contact pastor to jump into the class.  
Reserve a spot today! 
New session this Tuesday January 26th at 7:30pm. 
 
 
 

Holy Communion Instructions 
 Any members who feel comfortable partaking of the Lord’s Supper today are encour-
aged to stay after the service for a brief Holy Communion service. We’ll walk through 
the procedure prior to distributing. Pastor will wash his hands prior to distribution 
and we’ll have some other sanitary procedures to follow.  

 
 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

