January 10, 2021

Bringing Hope Means Using the Right Tool

welcome to

WORSHIP
We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere
this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to
have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.

CURRENT SERIES INFO

Series: 2021 Vision
This series is all about bringing things back into focus.
As we look at Living Hope’s mission and vision statements we'll see how refocusing on
that vision in 2021 will bless not only our church but will also personally bless us and
those around us.
The church season of Epiphany is all about seeing the good things God reveals to us.
Let's open our eyes to refocus on the mission God has placed before us and enjoy the
humbling kingdom work we get to be part of.
2020 wasn’t a great year but our 2021 vision can be even stronger than “20-20” vision.

Today’s Focus: Bringing Hope Means Using the Right Tool
I think we can all agree that our world could use some hope right now. We’ve been living
in dark times. The list of problems gets longer every day. And so many are looking for hope
in the wrong places. They end up only with more disappointment and depression.
Bringing real hope can only happen when we use the right tool; a tool God has given us.
God’s Means of Grace—his Word and Sacraments—are the tools we get to use as we take
on the work of bringing hope to people. The Means of Grace are the tool we need to use
every day on ourselves too.
In this new year let’s refocus on God’s Means of Grace as the tools God has given to his
Church, and to Living Hope, for carrying out our hope-bringing mission.
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE
Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side. We are funded
by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches
across the United States and Canada.
Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.
For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com

ABOUT WORSHIP
Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will center you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you. Worship isn't just about filling up God with
praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message, in specially selected Scripture
readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news
(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participation of those in attendance.
•

Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service.

•

Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.

•

Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week.

•

Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank
you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance.

•

Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder.
Songs will also be found on the screen.

Show friends where you are—check in!
/livinghopechatt
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OPENING HYMN
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arranged by Fide

The name of the Triune God and sign of the
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Minister: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

In every worship service we confess
our sins then cling to the forgiveness
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called
the “heartbeat of the Christian.”

CONFESSION + ABSOLUT ION
M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
C:

Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner,

confess that I have sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should.
I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them.
M: Jesus’ death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world.
He said to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”
Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.

Be assured that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life!
C:

Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into
Christ faithful in our calling as your children and make us heirs with him of everlasting
life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

GOD’S WORD
OLD TESTAMENT

Psalm 119:9-16
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How can a young person stay on the path of purity?
By living according to your word.
10
I seek you with all my heart;
do not let me stray from your commands.
11
I have hidden your word in my heart
that I might not sin against you.
12
Praise be to you, Lord;
teach me your decrees.
13
With my lips I recount
all the laws that come from your mouth.
14
I rejoice in following your statutes
as one rejoices in great riches.
15
I meditate on your precepts
and consider your ways.
16
I delight in your decrees;
I will not neglect your word.
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NIV

Please stand

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ.
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds

GOSPEL

Mark 1:4-11

4

And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in
the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his message: “After me
comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”
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At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in
the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn
open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven:
“You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
NIV
M: The gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to Christ.

Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon.
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SERMON HYMN—By Grace I’m Saved
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SERMON

Acts 16:25-34

25

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was
such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken.
At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose.
27
The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his
sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had
escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!”
29

The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul
and Silas. 30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to
be saved?”
31

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—
you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him
and to all the others in his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took
them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a
meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in
God—he and his whole household.

NIV
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BRINGING HOPE MEANS USING THE RIGHT TOOL
Questions to consider while hearing the sermon:
1. What’s an example of something people are misguidedly placing their hopes in?
2. What’s the name of the tools God has given us for bringing hope?
3. Why were Paul and Silas in prison?
4. What might have caused the jailer to ask the question, “What must I do to be saved?”
5. The 1st big truth about the means of grace: “don’t under__________________________ it.”
6. Why is overhearing the gospel so powerful?
7. What’s the evidence the jailer had changed within just one night?

8. The 2nd big truth about the means of grace: “don’t over__________________________ it.”
9. What made the missionaries’ answer to the jailer’s question so simple and so good?
10. What does the “Jesus receipt” say?
11. How does the truth “you are forgiven, you are saved” get driven home to your heart?

TRUTH — Being in touch with God’s Means of Grace is something we need to
refocus on this year and every year.
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Please stand

Christians have used the Nicene Creed since the third century to
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not
feel obligated if you have more questions.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated

OFFERING
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute.
This service is our free gift to you! We will not be passing any offering plates at this time.
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you!
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website: livinghopechatt.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
In our prayers today:
*Peace in distress
*Gospel service to those around us

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

The historical “blessing of Aaron”
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: AMEN.
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CLOSING SONG
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Upcoming services
Next week we continue our series called “2021 Vision.”
We’ll take a look at “living the dream” of Living Hope: that this would be a church
where a person grows into whatever unique callings God gives them to do.

2021 First Trimester Ministry Update—Sunday January 17th
Our next ministry update will be on January 17th after the service. This update will
also be recorded so you’ll be able to catch up with the latest news even if you can’t
be at the service.
We’ll also take the time to talk about an upcoming “vision casting” meeting that ties
in with our new series. We’ve had to tweak quite a bit of our ministry plans due to
the pandemic and now would be a great time to chat together in an interactive format about ways we can “recast” our vision for the near future and refocus our sights
on the big overall vision for Living Hope. The vision casting meeting will take place in
early February.

Sunday Study + Theology on Tap — Sunday January 24 + Monday January 25
Bible study will resume in just 2 weeks. There will be both an in-person option right
after Sunday worship and an online option at 7:30pm on Mondays. Both sessions will
cover the same material and the study will be a half-hour study each time.
Our study topic will be “The Anti-Fragile Christian: a study on how God uses hardships to develop virtue.” Join us in-person or online!

Holy Communion Instructions
Any members who feel comfortable partaking of the Lord’s Supper today are encouraged to stay after the service for a brief Holy Communion service. We’ll walk through
the procedure prior to distributing. Pastor will wash his hands prior to distribution and
we’ll have some other sanitary procedures to follow.
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Foundations Bible Study
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process
for finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even
start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s
no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class.
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and
sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics
Or just contact pastor to jump into the class.
New classes will begin on Tuesday nights in 2021. Reserve a spot today!
First session is Tuesday January 19th at 7:30pm.

Pastor Eric Melso
423-933-2452
pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com
www.livinghopechatt.com
/livinghopechatt

@livinghopechatt

Hope for everyday!
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