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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Series: 2021 Vision 

This series is all about bringing things back into focus.  

As we look at Living Hope’s mission and vision statements we'll see how refocusing on 
that vision in 2021 will bless not only our church but will also personally bless us and 
those around us. 

The church season of Epiphany is all about seeing the good things God reveals to us. 
Let's open our eyes to refocus on the mission God has placed before us and enjoy the 
humbling kingdom work we get to be part of. 

2020 wasn’t a great year but our 2021 vision can be even stronger than “20-20” vision.  
 

Today’s Focus: Hope for Your Everyday 

People are wired to be hopeful. We’ll cling to even the most irrational kinds of hope 

sometimes. If our sports team is down by 30 points we’ll still hold out hope that they 

can make a comeback. We’re wired to be hopeful. 

But sometimes when the struggle is sustained and the sufferings have no end in sight 

we feel our “hope-tanks” run dry. We need something concrete to put our hope in, 

something that won’t let us down.  

God gives us a living hope that’s built on someone who won’t ever let us down. Our 

living hope is Jesus, our resurrected Savior. He gives us hope for eternal life and hope 

for our everyday life. 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING HYMN 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and peni-

tent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,  

 and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  

 For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  

But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:  

 Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

  
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son as the 
atoning sacrifice for sin. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
  

C: Amen  

 

 

 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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Verse 1 Verse 2 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth, Spread the good news o'er all the earth, 
He is the King of creation Jesus has died and has risen 
REFRAIN REFRAIN 
 
 
Verse 3 Verse 4 
We have been crucified with Christ; God has proclaimed his gracious gift 
Now we shall live forever Life eternal for all who believe 
REFRAIN REFRAIN 
 
 
Verse 5 
Come let us praise the living God, 
Joyfully sing to our Savior  
REFAIN 

 

 

 

 

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, GIVE THANKS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Gracious Father, keep your family, the Church, always faithful to you, that we may 
lean on the hope of your promises and be strong in the power of your love; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

GOD’S WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Psalm 62:1-8 

 1 Truly my soul finds rest in God; 

    my salvation comes from him. 
2 Truly he is my rock and my salvation; 

    he is my fortress, I will never be shaken. 

3 How long will you assault me? 

    Would all of you throw me down— 

    this leaning wall, this tottering fence? 
4 Surely they intend to topple me 

    from my lofty place; 

    they take delight in lies. 

With their mouths they bless, 

    but in their hearts they curse. 

5 Yes, my soul, find rest in God; 

    my hope comes from him. 
6 Truly he is my rock and my salvation; 

    he is my fortress, I will not be shaken. 
7 My salvation and my honor depend on God; 

    he is my mighty rock, my refuge. 
8 Trust in him at all times, you people; 

    pour out your hearts to him, 

    for God is our refuge.        NIV 
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Please stand 
 

GOSPEL Mark 5:21-24, 35-43 
 
21 When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd 
gathered around him while he was by the lake. 22 Then one of the synagogue leaders, 
named Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. 23 He pleaded earnestly 
with him, “My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she 
will be healed and live.” 24 So Jesus went with him. A large crowd followed and pressed 
around him. 

35 While Jesus was still speaking, some people came from the house of Jairus, the syna-
gogue leader. “Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother the teacher anymore?” 

36 Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.” 

37 He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. 
38 When they came to the home of the synagogue leader, Jesus saw a commotion, with 
people crying and wailing loudly. 39 He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion 
and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.” 40 But they laughed at him. 

After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and the disciples who 

were with him, and went in where the child was. 41 He took her by the hand and said to 

her, “Talitha koum!” (which means “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”). 42 Immediately the 

girl stood up and began to walk around (she was twelve years old). At this they were 

completely astonished. 43 He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and 

told them to give her something to eat.      NIV  

 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  

Please be seated 
 

        

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN 
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SERMON 1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy 

he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 

fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shield-

ed by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be re-

vealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little 

while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come 

so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, 

which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and 

honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you 

love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and 

are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end 

result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.     

           

           NIV 

 

 

 

 

 



11 

 

HOPE FOR YOUR EVERYDAY  
Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 
1. How are people generally wired? 

2. What causes our “hope tanks” to run dry? 

3. Living hope is...: 

A. hope that’s _________________________ in the past. 

B. hope that’s ________________ for you in the future. 

C. hope that’s _________________________ for you in the present. 

4. In the picture of a rescue at sea, what stage of the “rescue” are we in right now? 

5. What event in the past does Peter especially point us back to? 

6. What do the words new birth point us back to? 

7. How do we know that our hope for the future is firm and secure? 

8. What does it mean that God shields us by his power in the present? 

9. Already now we are receiving something. What is it? 

10. Since people are wired to have hope, what is our mission? 

My notes: 

TRUTH — Hope for “everyday” is fueled by the hope of eternal life in Jesus. 
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Please stand 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

We give thanks to You, dear Father, for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh, that 
through Him the Gospel has been preached, casting out the works of Satan and the corruption 
of sin, which we could not overcome. By Your Word, rescue us from every evil of body and 
soul. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord of the Church, give joy to us, Your servants, who have the mission to preach the Gospel of 
living hope in Christ. Let Your Gospel spread to every nation so that together we may share in 
the blessings of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the first century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give


13 

 

Heavenly Father, give to all Christian homes the endurance that comes from Your Holy Spirit, 
that husbands and wives, parents and children may be disciplined and self-controlled in their 
duties, run their course in this life, and continue to the end in the holy Christian faith, ready to 
receive the imperishable crown of eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, Creator of the world and its foundations, You hold might over the powers of 
nature and the rulers of the earth. Graciously preserve our land, its produce and industry, and 
our leaders together with our people. Do not disregard us for our sins, but renew us, that our 
lives may be peaceful and our country governed according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of 
Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God 
forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: AMEN. 
 
 
 
 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
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CLOSING SONG 
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    ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Upcoming services 

A new Lent worship series begins next week. 
“The Road to Redemption” traces the path of Jesus to the 
cross and empty tomb by looking back at the Old Testa-
ment. The road Jesus walked to win our redemption looks 
very familiar when we pay attention to the road God was 
paving for the Messiah in the Old Testament.  
And the good news is that Jesus walked this road to redemption for you and me. Life 
isn’t about us finding redemption for ourselves. It’s about receiving the redemption 
Jesus won for us. He walked the road—so we can reach our destination.  

 
 
 
 
Vision Casting Meeting—Today after worship  

This meeting ties in with our current series. We’ve had to tweak quite a bit of our 
ministry plans due to the pandemic and now would be a great time to chat together 
in an interactive format about ways we can “recast” our vision for the near future 
and refocus our sights on the big overall vision for Living Hope.  

 
 
 
 
 
Sunday Study + Theology on Tap — Sunday February 14 + Wednesday February 17 

Bible study resumes next week right after worship and there will also be an online op-
tion at 7:30pm next Wednesday. Both sessions will cover the same material and the 
study will be a half-hour study each time.  
Our study topic will be “The Anti-Fragile Christian: a study on how God uses hard-
ships to develop virtue.” Join us in-person or online! There will be a Sunday school 
option for children during the Sunday study too. 
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Grocery Canvass 
Living Hope has received $4,500 in grant money from our church body in partner-
ship with Christian Aid and Relief so that we can reach our community with hope 
and much needed relief. We will be undertaking a number of grocery canvassing 
events in February and March in order to bring at least some small relief to those 
who are especially reeling from the pandemic. We are looking for members to jump 
onto a special task force that will help plan logistics and aid in carrying out the can-
vassing events. Simply let pastor know you’re interested in getting involved with the 
effort. 
 

 
 
Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process 
for finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even 
start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s 
no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and 
sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Or just contact pastor to jump into the class.  
Reserve a spot today! 
New session this Tuesday February 9 at 7:30pm. 
 
 

 
 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

