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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: When the Lord Comes Near 

"Advent" is a Latin word that means "coming." The season of Advent is the four week period 
before Christmas that the Church uses to connect the two "comings" of Christ. The first time 
the Lord came into our world it was as a tiny, helpless baby, born in a manger in Bethlehem. 
However, when Jesus comes again, it will be in all his power and glory with his angelic army 
behind him. He will be coming as judge at the end of time. Let us use these four weeks to see 
how the events of Jesus' first coming remove all our fears about his second coming. We can 
hold our heads high when the Lord comes near.  
 

November 28: When the Lord Comes Near, He Humbles Himself 

December 5: When the Lord Comes Near, He Humbles His People 

December 12:  When the Lord Comes Near, He Humbles His Enemies 

December 19: When the Lord Comes Near, He Lifts Up the Humbled 
 

Today’s Focus: When the Lord Comes Near, He Humbles His Enemies 

There’s a battle for our minds and hearts being waged every day. During this battle with the 
enemies of sin, Satan, and the anxieties and worries of this world, we need a battle cry. The 
apostle Paul supplies us with one in Philippians 4—”Rejoice in the Lord always!” Always might 
sound too good to be true but we have some promises from God to back it up. We know “the 
Lord is near” and we know the “peace of God that transcends all understanding will guard our 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” We have the joy of always knowing that our King is in the 
castle and the flag is flying at full mast! We have victory in Jesus, always and no matter what. 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

•  Feel free to get up to use the restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

•  Restrooms are located by the elevators across from the worship space. 

•  Kid activity bags are available to help keep busy children occupied during worship. 

•  Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank  
 you for joining us today! Drop your connection cards in the offering plate at the entrance. 

 

•  Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder.  
 Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING SONG 



5 

 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M:  Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.  

C: The Lord has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the 
nations.  

M: By right, we should have nothing to sing about. God created human beings in his 
image to live with him in peace forever. But Adam and Eve sinned against him, 
and we have sinned against him no less than they.  

C: We confess our sins, O Lord.  

M: In this place, our hearts are filled with love for God, but we confess that those 
same hearts have often loved others more than God. In this place, our eyes be-
hold God’s glory, but we confess that those same eyes have longed for what God 
forbids. In this place, our lips praise God, but we confess that those same lips have 
often spoken evil.  

C: We confess our sins, O Lord.  

M: In love that astounds us, the eternal God sent his one and only Son to live among 
us, to obey as we could not, and to suffer what we deserved. In Christ there is in-
deed peace on earth. In him God extends his good will to all people. Because of 
Christ and by his authority, I say to you what God says: Your sins are forgiven!  

C: Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 

 

 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 

deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Zephaniah 3:14-17 

14 Sing, Daughter Zion; 

    shout aloud, Israel! 

Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 

    Daughter Jerusalem! 
15 The Lord has taken away your punishment, 

    he has turned back your enemy. 

The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you; 

    never again will you fear any harm. 
16 On that day 

    they will say to Jerusalem, 

“Do not fear, Zion; 

    do not let your hands hang limp. 
17 The Lord your God is with you, 

    the Mighty Warrior who saves. 

He will take great delight in you; 

    in his love he will no longer rebuke you, 

    but will rejoice over you with singing.”      

           NIV 
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Please stand 

 
GOSPEL Luke 3:7-18 
 

7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 

you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not 

begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these 

stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and 

every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 

11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and 

anyone who has food should do the same.” 

12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” 

13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. 

14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” 

He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.” 

15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might 

possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is 

more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his   

threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with        

unquenchable fire.” 18 And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed 

the good news to them.         

           NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  

 

Please be seated 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN 
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SERMON Philippians 4:4-7 
 

 4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your 

gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, 

which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.         NIV 
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REJOICE! THE BATTLE CRY OF THE CHRISTIAN HEART 
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. What battle is being waged every day? 

2. To whom does this battle belong? 

3. What does the Lord invite us to do with our anxieties? 

 

4. How does it help to know “the Lord is near”? 

5. The certainty of being in _____________________________ comforts us in distress, 
enhances our happiness, and even lifts the “in-between” times to a higher level. 

6. What’s another way to describe the word “righteousness”? 

7. What’s the promise in verse 7? 

8. Is the word “always” an overstatement? 

 

My notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUTH — Joy is knowing the King is in the castle and the flag is flying at full mast. 
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Please stand 

 
NICENE CREED 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the      
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and      
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
Or give right from your phone by using the QR code. 
 
 
 
 
 

Christians have used the Nicene Creed since the fourth century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH      

M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we re-
ceive from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the 
joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the 
privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and 
thank you for your saving Word and for you Son’s body and blood, which you give 
us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send 
the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian 
Church on earth. 

C:  Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our 
love for one another. 

M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose 
courage, and grow careless in our wakefulness. The times and days are perilous. 
Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips 
to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your 
Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the 
government, and all good institutions that you have established for the benefit of 
society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your heal-
ing to troubled homes and lives. 

C:  Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness. 

M:  Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to over-
come all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 
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Please see the announcement about our communion practice at the back of this worship folder. 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  
 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts.   

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the 
Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 
 

Song: Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 

The whole earth is full of your glory.  
You are my God, and I will exalt you. 
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of your glory. 

 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION  
Personal Prayer: Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the      
precious food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you 
remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to       
others. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Song: Song of Simeon  
 

Lord let your servant depart in peace, 
according to your Word. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared before the face 
of all people. 

A light to lighten the Gentiles  
and the glory of your people, Israel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 

Live in harmony with one another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   

C: AMEN. 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

Simeon sang this song as baby Jesus was presented 
to him in the temple. Simeon could now depart this 
world with joy, having seen his Savior face to face. 
We also depart worship today in peace having seen 
our Savior here in Word and Sacrament. 

As you wait to go up to the table take some moments 
to examine your heart. Acknowledge sin. Trust God’s 
forgiveness through Christ. Recognize the real      
presence of Jesus’ body and blood together with the 
bread and wine. (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) 
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Intro          

“Speak to all Jerusalem 

Of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell them that their sins I cover, 
That their warfare now is over." 

Verse 1 
Brief intro 

"Comfort, comfort all my people; 
Speak of peace," so says our God. 
"Comfort those who sit in darkness,  
Groaning from their sorrows' load. 
 
Speak to all Jerusalem 

Of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell them that their sins I cover, 
That their warfare now is over." 

 

Verse 3 

Brief intro 

John the Baptist's voice is crying 

In the desert far and near, 
Calling people to repentance 

For the kingdom now is here. 
 

Oh, that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for God a way; 
Let the valleys rise to meet him 

And the hills bow down to greet him. 

 

CLOSING SONG—Comfort, Comfort, All My People 

ARRANGED BY KOINE 

Verse 2 

Brief intro 

All their sins our God will pardon,  
Blotting out each dark misdeed; 
All that well deserve his anger  
He no more will see or heed. 
 
They have suffered many a day; 
Now their griefs have passed away. 
God will change their aching sadness  
Into ever-springing gladness. 

Verse 4 

Brief intro 

Straighten out the crooked highway;  
Make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble,  
Ready for his holy reign. 
 

For the glory of the Lord 

Now o'er earth is spread abroad, 
And all flesh shall see the token 

That his word is never broken 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Upcoming services 

Join us for the last Sunday in December leading up to Christmas as we celebrate our Lord 
coming near to us—in his manger, in his Word, and in his loving mercy.  
 
Next Sunday—When the Lord Comes Near, He Lifts Up the Humbled 
 

 
Sunday Study and Sunday School—off for today 

We’ll be taking a break from Sunday study and Sunday school today.  
Keep in mind we will be having a Christmas themed Sunday School session for children next 
Sunday December 19th after worship. 
 
 

Living Hope Bowling Outing—Sunday December 12 @ 3:00pm—TODAY 

Our December Living Hope Outing will take place at Southside Social today. Even if you’re not 
bowling you’re welcome to come hang out and play any of the other free games available 
inside or out on the patio.  
  
Meet at Southside Social 
1818 Chestnut St, Chattanooga, TN 37408 

 
$17.99 per hour per lane 
$3.99 adult shoes 
$2.99 children shoes 
$1.99 socks 
  

 
Theology on Tap 

We’re taking a pause for Theology on Tap until 2022 due to the usually busy lead-up to 
Christmas the next 2 weeks. Plan to join us for this discussion based gathering next year! 
 
 

Kid bags 
If you could kindly return the children’s activity bags we’d appreciate it. We’ll use them for 
future services. Thank you! 
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Foundations Bible Study 

We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for finding them often seems 
a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? 
There’s no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and sign up 
for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Get in touch with pastor if you want to jump in a group or individual class! 
 
 

Christmas Eve 2021—6:30pm 
We will aim to be setup and ready for worship in our new facility by Christmas Eve. Please 
join us for a Christmas Eve service at 6:30pm December 24th. The location will be our new 
facility—2268 Encompass Dr, Chattanooga, TN 37421 
 
 

 
Community Service—Chattanooga Rescue Mission—Saturday December 18th 

Living Hope’s service project leading up to Christmas will be to support the work of the 
Chattanooga Rescue Mission. This non-profit provides homeless guests with hot meals, 
showers, clean beds, and safe shelter.  
 
They’ve confirmed that they are looking for volunteers next Saturday at 10am to help sort 
donations and clothes in their gym ahead of Christmas. If you're interested in helping out, 
here is their address:  
 
1512 S. Holtzclaw Ave 
Chattanooga, TN 37404 
 
If you plan to volunteer please text Pastor—423-933-2452 
If you’d like to, you could stop in for the facility open house at 9:00am and then head to 
Chatt Rescue Mission afterwards. The Shallowford facility is less than 15 minutes to the Res-
cue Mission. Then feel free to come back to Shallowford for the pizza lunch—more details on 
the next page. 

 
 
 
 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics
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Saturday at Shallowford—December 18 starting @ 9:00AM 
Due to the delay in closing until Monday Dec. 13th we’ve had to shuffle around our schedule 
but still want you to be able to come and see the new facility. 
 
Open House—9:00AM 
Next Saturday December 18 starting at 9:00AM we’d like to invite you to come check out the 
new worship space.  
 
Christmas Canvass—10:00AM 
Starting at 10:00AM we’ll send you out to hit the streets as we get the word out about our 
new location and our Christmas Eve service! There's a big apartment complex and brand new 
subdivision of townhomes less than one mile from our new facility. We're going to leave 
Christmas flyers at doors to invite folks to our Christmas worship and to let them know we're 
their new neighbors! —— An alternative to canvassing would be to go help at Chattanooga 
Rescue Mission. Pick whichever event works best for you. 
 
Lunch and Decorating—12:00PM 
To say thank you for coming to help with our canvass efforts we’d like to order pizzas for the 
crew! After lunch if there’s still some Christmas decorating to get done we’ll put you to work!  
 
Should be a fun and full day that we hope you can join us for! 

 
 

 

Communion at Living Hope 

Communion is important to us at Living Hope and we seek to honor the biblical view of com-

munion. Before coming up for communion, all adults should ask themselves these questions:  

1. Do you confess your sins and seek to turn away from the sins you confessed? 

2. Do you recognize that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the only way sin is forgiven?  

3. Do you recognize that in the Sacrament you receive Jesus’ true body and true blood along 

with the bread and the wine? (1 Corinthians 11:27-29 + 1 Corinthians 10:15-17) 

4. Do you believe that the Bible IS God’s inspired Word and does not just contain some truths 

of God?  

5. Do you believe that Living Hope Lutheran Church teaches only the truth of God based on 
His inspired Word?  (A summary of these teachings is taught in the Foundations course.)  
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Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

 @livinghopechatt 

HOPE for everyday! 


