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We’re so glad you decided to celebrate Christmas Eve with us tonight. You could have chosen 

to be anywhere this evening. You could have spent more time at home with your family. You 

could have turned on a Christmas movie but you chose to tune into livestream worship. You’ve 

chosen to spend your Christmas Eve with Living Hope getting filled with the good news of our 

Savior’s birth. You won’t be disappointed. Get ready to be filled with living hope from Jesus.  

 

 

 

 A baby is born every twelve seconds. That's 140 million babies born each year. Yet, 
there is something that sets this child apart from all others. It is not simply his humble 
beginnings, with a cattle trough as his first cradle. It is not just the miraculous nature of 
his birth, his mother being a virgin. There is so much more. This child is the only hope 
we have for peace and a future. This child can wipe away every tear, drive away every 
fear. Here is the truth of Christmas. With this child, you lack nothing. Without him, you 
have nothing. Let us use this season of Christmas to answer this most important    
question: WHAT CHILD IS THIS? This child is Immanuel—God With Us! 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

God With Us 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will     

center you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about  filling up God 

with praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A quiet nursery is available for nursing mothers and small children out the right-hand 

side of the worship space. A Kid’s Zone is also available out the left-hand side of the 

worship space just past the info corner. Feel free to use those spaces during worship. 

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027  
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OPENING HYMN—Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

M: Dear friends, we gather here tonight to marvel at the wonder and mystery of Jesus’ birth. 
God’s salvation for all mankind, planned and promised from ages past, has now been re-
vealed to us in the Christ-child.  

C: We declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our 
glory before time began.  1 Corinthians 2:7 

M: We marvel and wonder at Christ’s incarnation: that to save a fallen creation, God’s Son be-
came part of that creation, taking on our humanity and bringing light to our dark world.  

C: The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glo-
ry of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.       John 1:14 

M: We marvel and wonder at Christ’s submission to God’s law: that to fulfill the obligations of 
the law, God’s Son made himself subject to its demands and perfectly met its requirements 
in our place.  

C: When the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.  
 Galatians 4:4,5 

M: We marvel and wonder at Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice: that the Lord of life became a 
victim of death to make the payment required for our sin.  

C:  The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many. Mark 10:45  

M: We marvel and wonder at Christ’s resurrection from the dead: that victory was won through 
defeat, that power was displayed in weakness, and that life was secured through death.  

C: This is the gospel God promised regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life was a de-
scendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God 
in power by his resurrection from the dead.  Romans 1:2-4 

M:  Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.  Psalm 96:2,3 

C: Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.  

  



6 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn—Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M:  Almighty God, You made that first Christmas night shine with the brightness of the true 

light. Grant that as we have known on earth the wonder of this light,  we may also behold 

him in all glory in the life to come;  through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 9:2-7 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

 on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 
3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; 

 they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, 

 as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. 
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,  

 you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, 

     the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 
5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood 

 will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

 And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

 He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 

 establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.     NIV 

 

M:  The Word of the Lord.  

C: Glory to God in the highest! 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 
  

HYMN — Away In a Manger  
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EPISTLE LESSON 1 John 4:9-14 
9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; 
but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of 
the world.  

 NIV 
M:  The Word of the Lord.  

C: Glory to God in the highest! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

HYMN — What Child Is This? 

Hymn continued on next page 
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Please stand 
 

THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20 
1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 

Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of     

Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town 

of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with 

Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were 

there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She 

wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the 

inn. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
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of great joy that will be for all the people.11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 

to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths 

and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 

about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 
17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about 

this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary 

treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glori-

fying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had 

been told.             NIV 
 
 

M:  The Gospel of our Lord 
C:  Glory to God in the highest! 
 

Please be seated 

 
GOD WITH US  

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. What would this world be like if there was no Christmas? 

2. What might be the most important sentence in the Christmas account? 

 

3. How does God make it very clear he’s “with us” in every sense of the term? 

4. It is always __________________________, never winter—for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

 

TRUTH — Jesus isn’t really the “reason for the season.” 
Your rescue is the reason for the season.  So God comes to be with us. 
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OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
Or give from your phone using the QR code below. 
 

Choir Piece—Bethlehem Night 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M:  Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient prom-
ises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh.  

C:  On this holy night, receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers.  

M: You sent Jesus as the Savior of the world to deliver all from the curse of sin, the 
power of death, and the torment of hell. He was born under the law to set us 
free. He became the innocent lamb of sacrifice that we might live eternally.  

C: May all who hear this message, in every nation under heaven, be amazed and 
believe what is told them about the child.  

M: When all was still and it was midnight, your eternal Word, O Lord, descended 
from the almighty throne to dwell among us. May we receive him in the peace of 
forgiven hearts and proclaim your gracious goodwill to all people on earth, for he 
is God with us, Emmanuel, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

C  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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HYMN — Silent Night 
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BLESSING 
 
M: May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, fill us 

with such joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the 
hope of eternal life. 

 And the blessing of God Almighty 
 —the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit— 
 Be upon you and remain with you always. 
 
C: Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services  
 

• Sunday December 26 — Christmas Lessons and Carols service—10:00AM 
 Living Hope will hold its annual Christmas rerun service this coming Sunday. Join 

us to keep the Christmas celebration going as we sing more of our favorite songs 
and take a deeper look at God’s Christmas message to us. 

 
• Sundays in January — We worship every Sunday at 10:00AM here at our new 

facility. Plan to join us in the new year as we get settled in our new space and 
put together improvement plans to make this space even more our own! 

 

Connection Cards 

Filling out a connection card will allow us to get your valuable feedback on our     
worship service. We also want the opportunity to give you a free Christmas gift— a 
Living Hope “swag bag,” filled with goodies. Please leave your connection card in the 
offering plate by the sanctuary entrance, thanks! 

If you’re watching online please fill out an online attendance form. You can find a link 
to the online connection card in our livestream page or on the homepage. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/worship/online-connect-card 
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Foundations Bible Study 

We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process 
for finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even 
start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s 
no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more 
about the course and sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Contact pastor to jump into the course.  
New group classes will begin in January 2022! 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for joining us to celebrate Christmas at Living Hope!  

 

God bless your Christmas celebrations with family and friends in the coming days.  

Join us Sunday for a service of lessons and carols as we extend the joy of Christmas. 

 

Hope for everyday! 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

 @livinghopechatt 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

