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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

 

Current Series: Joining Jesus On His Mission 

Joining Jesus on His Mission will alter the way you see your life as a follower of Jesus and take 
you beyond living your life for Jesus to living life with Jesus. Simple, powerful and applicable 
insights will show you how to be on mission and recognize where Jesus is already at work in 
your neighborhoods, workplaces and schools. You will feel both relief and hope. You may even 
hear yourself say, “I can do this!” as you start responding to the everyday opportunities Jesus is 
placing in your path.  

Join Living Hope for this 7 week series based on God’s Word and the book of the same name by 
Lutheran missionary, Greg Finke. 

August 29: What’s Jesus Up To? 

September 5: The River Moved 

September 12: Seeking What’s Already Happening 

September 19: Simple Practices for Joining Jesus Pt. 1 

September 26: Simple Practices for Joining Jesus Pt. 2 

October 3: What Will Your Story Be? 

October 10: Mission With a Little Help From Our Friends 

Today’s Focus: What’s Jesus Up To? 

Sometimes the state of Christianity in America can make us wring our hands in worry or get us 
discouraged and confused about doing mission work. But Jesus is not wringing his hands in 
worry. He is not discouraged by the spiritual landscape. Jesus knows exactly what to do. And 
he’s already doing it. What’s he really up to out there in the world? What’s he up to in your 
own heart? This first sermon in our new series will explore those questions and seek to give 
you new perspective on how to join Jesus on his mission. 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use the restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located to your right as you head into the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags are available to help keep busy children occupied during worship. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING HYMN 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 

 

 

CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M: Lord God, heavenly Father, we humbly come before you today knowing that we 
have failed to speak lovingly, think purely, or act rightly. We have sinned against 
you and against others… …in wasting the precious time you give us.  

C: ...in our slowness and hesitancy to spread your Gospel.  

M: ...in the faithful care of our relationships.  

C: ...in our restless and relentless preoccupation with worldly wealth.  

M: ...in caring for the bodies and minds you have given us.  

C: ...in our refusal to make you our first priority.  

M: Hear our confession, for we have sinned and are in need of your mercy and for-
giveness.  

C: Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 Christ, have mercy upon us.  

 Lord, have mercy upon us.  

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.  

C: Amen  

 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and, that we may 
obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
GOD’S WORD 

 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 43:1-12 

 But now, this is what the Lord says—he who created you, Jacob, he who 

formed you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 

name; you are mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 

when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 

through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 3 For I am 

the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your ransom, 

Cush and Seba in your stead. 4 Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and 

because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in exchange for 

your life. 5 Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the east 

and gather you from the west. 6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to the 

south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the 

ends of the earth— 7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my 

glory, whom I formed and made.” 

8 Lead out those who have eyes but are blind, who have ears but are deaf. 9 All the 

nations gather together and the peoples assemble. Which of their gods foretold this 

and proclaimed to us the former things? Let them bring in their witnesses to prove 

they were right, so that others may hear and say, “It is true.” 10 “You are my witness-

es,” declares the Lord, “and my servant whom I have chosen, so that you may know 

and believe me and understand that I am he. Before me no god was formed, nor will 

there be one after me. 11 I, even I, am the Lord, and apart from me there is no savior. 
12 I have revealed and saved and proclaimed— I, and not some foreign god among 

you. You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “that I am God.   NIV 
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EPISTLE Acts 16:22-34 
 

 22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates   
ordered them to be stripped and beaten with rods. 23 After they had been severely 
flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them 
carefully. 24 When he received these orders, he put them in the inner cell and         
fastened their feet in the stocks. 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the oth-
er prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake 
that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew 
open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the 
prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he 
thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We 
are all here!” 
29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He 
then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your 
household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in 
his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; 
then immediately he and all his household were baptized. 34 The jailer brought them 
into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had 
come to believe in God—he and his whole household.    

           NIV 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
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SERMON HYMN 
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Please stand 

 

 

SERMON Mark 1:14-18 

 14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming 

the good news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom 

of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” 

16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his    

brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 
17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for    

people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him.  

           

           NIV 

 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  
 

 

Please be seated 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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WHAT ’S JESUS UP TO?  
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 
1. How might we feel as we step out into the wide-open mission field that the U.S. has become? 

2. What’s Jesus up to? List the 2 truths that we’ll look at today: 

3. What is the “kingdom of God”? 

4. The time has come, the kingdom of God is near. In what sense is that like saying, “Game on!” 

5. What excuses lead us to drag our feet in joining Jesus on his mission? 

6. Jesus is not telling you to go on a mission FOR him. What is he inviting you to do? 

7. How does Jesus “make us into fishers of men.”? 

8. What are we opening our eyes to see? 

9. What has been the result of Jesus’ mission for you? 

My notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUTH — Jesus invites us to go on mission WITH him. 
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Please stand 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the second century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH      
 
COURAGE TO SHARE THE GOSPEL 
TAPPING INTO WHAT JESUS IS DOING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name, your kingdom come,  

 your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 
 Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 
     The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   
  
C: AMEN. 

 
 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 

Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we 
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances 
and for the work of God’s church on earth. 
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CLOSING SONG 

PERFORMED BY MITCHELL + JESSIICA BECKMAN 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 
On Sundays in September and October join Living Hope for the rest of the sermon series 
about Joining Jesus On His Mission.  

Next Sunday—The River Moved 
 

 
Sunday Study  

Sunday study and children’s Sunday School start back up today. 
The adults will start a new study of the book “Joining Jesus on 
His Mission.” Over the course of 7 weeks we'll discuss the book 
and apply what it says to our own lives.  
 
Sharing your faith can be intimidating and maybe seems like something only pastors should 
do. But this book is all about giving you the confidence and the tools to be a missionary for 
Jesus yourself. The secret is to simply tap into what Jesus is already doing in people's lives. It's 
amazing how many open doors for the gospel God gives us in our everyday lives when we 
open our eyes a little wider. You may even come to find personal witnessing can be fun! 
 
Pick up a copy of the book and a study guide at church today and jump into the class! 
 
 

Grocery Canvass—Next Event—Saturday September 4 @ 10:00am 

Our next grocery canvass event will be Saturday September 4. We’ll be able to share a small 
amount of physical hope and invite people to hear about the eternal spiritual hope they have 
in Jesus.  
Sign up to help with grocery supply runs, grocery delivery or both.  
 
 

Door Flyers—Next event Saturday September 11 @ 9:00AM 
In the upcoming couple of months we'd like to get back to posting some door flyers in area 
neighborhoods. We still have a stack of Living Hope flyers that have our Springhill Suites infor-
mation on them. God-willing we may have a new permanent facility by the end of the year 
and so we'd like to hand out all our current flyers. Join pastor on Saturday mornings to get a 
little workout in and invite people to hear the good news we have to offer in Christ! 
 
We'll simply be posting flyers at people's doors and inviting them to join us for worship. We'll 
meet at Springhill Suites at 9:00AM and get out before it gets too hot. Brief training will be 
provided but for these canvasses you will not be asked to knock on any doors. Just come ready 
to walk!  
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Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for 
finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? 
How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s no better 
place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and sign up 
for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Pastor aims to start a class on Wednesday evenings in September. Get in touch with pastor if 
you want to jump in! 
 

 

2021 Third Trimester Ministry Update—Sunday September 12 @ 11:15am after worship  

Our next ministry update will take place after worship on September 12. This update will also 
be recorded so you’ll all be able to stay caught up with the latest news and plans at Living 
Hope. We’ll be seeking input from the congregation on a couple of important matters that we 
need to have settled in order to move forward with our possible facility. We want the congre-
gation to be well-informed about the upcoming process and to give you all ample opportunity 
to give your feedback. You’ve also received an email last night (Saturday August 28th) with a 
Google poll we’d like you to fill out ahead of our September 12 meeting. Check out that email 
for further instructions.  

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

