
  

 

August 22, 2021 
 

 
 

Loving Like Christ 

 

 

               

 



2 

 

 

 
 

We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: Handcrafted 

Have you ever felt as though your life is nothing special? Does it seem as though    
nothing you do is all that important? God sees it differently. Just as a skilled potter can 
take a formless lump of clay and turn it into a beautiful vase, so also God accomplishes 
extraordinary things in our world using ordinary people like us.  

July 25: Chosen in Christ  

August 1: United in Christ  

August 8: Equipped by Christ  

August 15: Clothed with Christ  

August 22: Loving like Christ  
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Focus: Loving Like Christ 

At his very heart, God is a God who forgives. He extends mercy. He repays evil with 
good. As people who have been on the receiving end of this love, in fact whose very 
essence as Christians was formed by this love, we naturally do the same for others.  

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use the restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located to your right as you head into the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags are available to help keep busy children occupied during worship. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING HYMN—Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening 
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CALL TO WORSHIP   

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
 For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
 For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
 For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
 
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made 

us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ 
through his called servant. I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C: Amen  

 

 

 

 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, 
and to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of 
your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us 
those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and 
mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the   
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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GOD’S WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 58:5-9 

 

5 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for people to humble them-

selves? Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed and for lying in sackcloth 

and ashes? Is that what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord?  

6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice 

and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every 

yoke? 7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor 

wanderer with shelter— when you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to 

turn away from your own flesh and blood?  

8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly 

appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord 

will be your rear guard. 9 Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will 

cry for help, and he will say: Here am I.      NIV 

 
 

PSALM Psalm 145 
M:  The Lord upholds all those who fall 

C:  and lifts up all who are bowed down. 

M:  The eyes of all look to you, 

C:  and you give them their food at the proper time. 

M:  You open your hand 

C:  and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 

M:  The Lord is near to all who call on him, 

C: to all who call on him in truth. 

M: He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; 

C: He hears their cry and saves them.            NIV (select verses) 
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Please stand 

 
 
GOSPEL John 13:31-35 
 

When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is 

glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, 

and will glorify him at once.  

33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and 

just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.  

34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 

must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my           

disciples, if you love one another.”  

           NIV 
 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  
 

Please be seated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 
 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN 
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SERMON Ephesians 4:30—5:2 
 

30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for 

the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of every kind of bitterness, rage, anger, 

quarreling, and slander, along with every kind of malice. 32 Instead, be 

kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as 

God in Christ has forgiven us. 

1 Therefore, be imitators of God as his dearly loved children. 2 And walk in 

love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, as a fragrant offering 

and sacrifice to God.  

           EHV 
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LOVING LIKE CHRIST  
 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. What 3 words does Paul use here that make for a great compliment? 

2. What are we told to get rid of? 

 

3. What underlying attitude tends to rot our words and actions? 

4. What’s the difference between rage and anger? 

5. How is slander even worse than quarreling? 

6. What does the word kind really mean? 

7. What does the word compassion really mean? 

8. What makes forgiving the ultimate act of love? 

9. What usually happens when we try to be imitators of God? 

10. How many times does Paul assure you of Christ’s love in these verses? 

11. Grammar lesson: What does an indicative verb do? 

12. Jesus makes us _______________ good in the nostrils of God. 

My Notes:  

 

 

TRUTH — In Christ, you are kind, compassionate, and forgiving. 
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Please stand 

 

NICENE CREED 
 

 
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was bur-
ied.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spo-
ken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
 
 
 
NEW MEMBER WELCOME 
Chris, Laura, Christine, and Madison Douglas —  Ron and Nikki Tarkowski  
 

Christians have used the Nicene Creed since the fourth century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH KYRIE  
    

M: In peace let us pray to the Lord.  (special intercessions) 

 For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

C:  Lord, have mercy.  

M: For the peace of the whole world, for the well‑being of the Church of God, and 

 for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy.  

M: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

 pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy.  

M: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

C: Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 

Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The 
expression “Lord, have mercy” is 
one of the oldest worship responses 
in the Christian church. 
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Please see the announcement about our communion practice at the back of this worship folder. 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  
 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts.   

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that 
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 
till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 
 
 

Song: Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 

The whole earth is full of your glory.  
You are my God, and I will exalt you. 
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of your glory. 

 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 



15 

 

 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION  
Personal Prayer: Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the      
precious food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you 
remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to       
others. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Song: Song of Simeon  
 

Lord let your servant depart in peace, 
according to your Word. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared before the face 
of all people. 

A light to lighten the Gentiles  
and the glory of your people, Israel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   
C: AMEN. 

 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

Simeon sang this song as baby Jesus was presented 
to him in the temple. Simeon could now depart this 
world with joy, having seen his Savior face to face. 
We also depart worship today in peace having seen 
our Savior here in Word and Sacrament. 

As you wait to go up to the table take some moments 
to examine your heart. Acknowledge sin. Trust God’s 
forgiveness through Christ. Recognize the real      
presence of Jesus’ body and blood together with the 
bread and wine. (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) 
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CLOSING SONG—Go My Children, with My Blessing 

ARRANGED BY KOINE 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Upcoming services 

For the next 7 weeks join us for a new sermon series called “Joining Jesus on His Mission.” 
This series will focus on the redemptive work Jesus is always doing in the lives of people 
around us and it will then invite us to jump alongside Jesus on his mission to reach people 
with good news. Jesus doesn’t just send us on a mission. He invites us to join him on his 
mission.  
 
Next Sunday—What’s Jesus Up To? 
 
 

 
Sunday Study  

Sunday study and children’s Sunday School start back up next Sunday—August 29th..  
 
The adults will start a new study of the book “Joining Jesus on His Mission.” Over the course 
of 7 weeks we'll discuss the book and apply what it says to our own lives.  
 

Sharing your faith can be intimidating and maybe seems 
like something only pastors should do. But this book is 
all about giving you the confidence and the tools to be a 
missionary for Jesus yourself. The secret is to simply tap 
into what Jesus is already doing in people's lives. It's 
amazing how many open doors for the gospel God gives 
us in our everyday lives when we open our eyes a little 
wider. You may even come to find personal witnessing 
can be fun! 

 
Pick up a copy of the book and a study guide at church today and jump into the class! 
 
 
 

 
Grocery Canvass—Next Event—Saturday September 4 @ 10:00am 

Our next grocery canvass event will be Saturday September 4. We’ll be able to share a small 
amount of physical hope and invite people to hear about the eternal spiritual hope they 
have in Jesus.  
Sign up to help with grocery supply runs, grocery delivery or both.  
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Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for 
finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? 
How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s no better 
place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and sign up 
for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Pastor aims to start a class on Wednesday evenings in September. Get in touch with pastor if 
you want to jump in! 
 
 
 
 

Kid bags 
If you could kindly return the children’s activity bags we’d appreciate it. We’ll use them for 
future services. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 

Outreach Opportunity - Door Flyers—Next event Saturday August 28 @ 9:00AM 
In the upcoming couple of months we'd like to get back to posting some door flyers in area 
neighborhoods. We still have a stack of Living Hope flyers that have our Springhill Suites   
information on them. God-willing we may have a new permanent facility by the end of the 
year and so we'd like to hand out all our current flyers. Join pastor on Saturday mornings to 
get a little workout in and spread the good news we have to offer in Christ! 
 
We'll simply be posting flyers at people's doors and inviting them to join us for worship. Our 
first flyer canvass will be Saturday August 28. We'll meet at Springhill Suites at 9:00AM and 
get out before it gets too hot. Brief training will be provided but for these canvasses you will 
not be asked to knock on any doors. Just come ready to walk!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics
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Communion at Living Hope 

Communion is important to us at Living Hope and we seek to honor the biblical view of com-

munion. Before coming up for communion, all adults should ask themselves these questions:  

1. Do you confess your sins and seek to turn away from the sins you confessed? 

2. Do you recognize that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the only way sin is forgiven?  

3. Do you recognize that in the Sacrament you receive Jesus’ true body and true blood along 

with the bread and the wine? (1 Corinthians 11:27-29 + 1 Corinthians 10:15-17) 

4. Do you believe that the Bible IS God’s inspired Word and does not just contain some truths 

of God?  

5. Do you believe that Living Hope Lutheran Church teaches only the truth of God based on 
His inspired Word?  (A summary of these teachings is taught in the Foundations course.)  

 
 
 
 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
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Hope for everyday! 


