
  

 

September 13, 2020 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Confess Christ Clearly 
Keeping the Main Thing the Main Thing 

 

 

               



2 

 

 

 
 

We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time at Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Series: The Planted Church 

Living Hope is what we call a 'church plant.' We're planting a new church in a new place 
so people can get planted in the hope found in Jesus.  

But how do we know when we've really been 'planted'? What does a planted church 
look like? Are we planted when we have a church building? Are we planted when we 
have a certain amount of people in our church? 

The answer to those questions might be simpler, and yet more profound than we 
thought. This fall let’s delve into what it really means to be a planted church. 
 

Today’s Focus: Confess Christ Clearly 

The beginning of our series on what makes a church plant successful might seem like a 

no-brainer. We need to proclaim and confess Christ clearly! But if this isn’t kept as the 

main thing in the church then we’re really wasting our time. There are plenty of places 

you can go for socializing or being entertained. The church has to be the place where 

the main thing is kept as the main thing—where we confess what Christ has done and 

who he is.  
 

The Planted Church’s main job, it’s only job really, is to make sure people know the an-

swer to this one question: Who is Jesus? The answer has eternal life at stake. 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life. 

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about  filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags can be found on in the lobby and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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 OPENING HYMN 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  
M:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord.  

C:  Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, 

confess that I have sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions.  

I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should.  

I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them.  

M:  Jesus’ death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world.  

 He said to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”  

 Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.  

 Be assured that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life!  

C:  Amen. 
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Verse 1 Verse 2 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth, Spread the good news o'er all the earth, 
He is the King of creation Jesus has died and has risen 
REFRAIN REFRAIN 
 
 
Verse 3 Verse 4 
We have been crucified with Christ; God has proclaimed his gracious gift 
Now we shall live forever Life eternal for all who believe 
REFRAIN REFRAIN 
 
 
Verse 5 
Come let us praise the living God, 
Joyfully sing to our Savior  
REFAIN 

 

 

 

 

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, GIVE THANKS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; 

and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
 
 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT_ Exodus 6:2-8
  
 2 God also said to Moses, “I am the Lord. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and 
to Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name the Lord I did not make myself fully known 
to them. 4 I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, 
where they resided as foreigners. 5 Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the Israel-
ites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered my covenant. 

 6 “Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from 
under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will 
redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. 7 I will take 
you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the Lord 
your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 8 And I will 
bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to 
Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the Lord.’”   
           
           NIV 
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EPISTLE 1 Timothy 3:14-16 

         

 14 Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these in-

structions so that, 15 if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to 

conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living 

God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. 16 Beyond all question, the 

mystery from which true godliness springs is great: 

He appeared in the flesh, 

    was vindicated by the Spirit, 

was seen by angels, 

    was preached among the nations, 

was believed on in the world, 

    was taken up in glory.       

          NIV 
 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE 
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
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SERMON HYMN 
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Please stand 

 

 

SERMON Matthew 16:13-20 

 13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disci-
ples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 

 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” 

 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 

revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell 

you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 

of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples 

not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

               NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  

 

Please be seated 

 

 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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CONFESS CHRIST CLEARLY 
Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. What are the 3 aspects of confessing Christ clearly we hear in Matthew 16? 

 The _________________ of our confession. 

 The _________________ of our confession. 

 The _________________ of our confession. 

2. How good was Peter’s answer to Jesus’ question? 

3. What are some of the many views out there on who Jesus is? 

4. What does a firmly planted church make sure people know? 

5. How did Peter and how do we come to a knowledge of who Jesus is? 

6. What is the “bedrock” Christ builds his church on? 

7. What is one of the comforting results of confessing Christ clearly? 

8. In what ways may we fail to keep the main thing the main thing in our lives? 

9. What do we do when we fail to keep the main thing the main thing? 

10. Why do we want Living Hope to grow? 

My notes: 
 

 

TRUTH — A clear confession of Christ has to be the starting point, middle point, 
and ending point in order for a church to be worth planting. 



12 

 

Please stand 

 
 
SECOND ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
What does this mean? 
M: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 
true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

C: He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me 
from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but 
with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death. 

M: All this he did that I should be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve 
Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from 
the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 

C: This is most certainly true. 

 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 

 

 

In his Catechism, Martin Luther wrote explanations to each of the 
articles of the Apostles’ Creed. The explanation to the 2nd article is a 
beautiful summary of who Jesus is and what he’s done for us. Today 
let’s confess Christ clearly using these well-written words of Luther. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   

In our prayers today: 
* The mission of God’s Church on earth to be carried out 
* Continued blessing on the mission of Living Hope 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,   

 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: AMEN. 
 

 

 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 

Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we 
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances 
and for the work of God’s church on earth. 
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CLOSING SONG 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 

Next Sunday we’ll continue our sermon series:  
“The Planted Church.” 
 
Join us or tune in to hear about the applications we can find 
for church planting by looking at Jesus’ interaction with a 
Canaanite woman. 

 
 
 
 

Anniversary Picnic—Sunday Sep. 20—NEW 
Living Hope celebrates its 2 year anniversary this month. To celebrate, let’s get togeth-
er for an outdoor picnic! This will be a “bring your own lunch and blanket” picnic. Pack 
a cooler or order your favorite takeout and meet over at the Imagination Station park 
in Collegedale after the worship service ends. It will be great to all get together since 
we’re unable to all be at worship yet. Plan to join us! 
What: Bring your own lunch outdoor picnic 
When: Sunday Sep. 20 after worship 
Where: Collegedale Imagination Station fields or pavilion (Swinyar Dr, Collegedale) 

 
 
 
 

September Ministry Update—NEW 
This past Friday, pastor provided a ministry update to get the congregation up to 
speed on Living Hope’s upcoming fall plans. Check your email inbox for a message 
with links to the video update as well as a link to a congregational survey. If you 
can’t find the email just notify pastor to get access to the ministry update.  
 
Take some time with your morning coffee to listen to the update and then take a 
couple minutes to fill out the congregational survey to give you valuable feedback 
and input! Thanks! 
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Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the pro-
cess for finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where 
do I even start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even under-
stand it? There’s no better place to start than by jumping 
into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the new “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course 
and sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
 
Contact pastor to jump into the class:  
pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 
423-933-2452 

 
 

Theology on Tap: Judges—Tuesday Sep. 15 @ 7pm 
Even though our series on Judges is completed we have so much 
more to explore in the book of Judges! Join us for an in-depth look at 
the accounts we’ve heard the past few weeks and  some other 
strange, chaotic accounts. This will be an online course using Google 
Meet. It takes place on Tuesday nights at 7:00pm.  
 
To join the discussion on Tuesday just enter the link below into your internet browser: 
https://meet.google.com/cur-tuuz-vfy 

 
On deck for study this week is one of the most amazing (non) battles in the Bible. The account 
of Gideon’s army of 300  is even more impressive than the story of the 300 Spartans. 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

