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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time at Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Series: Paradoxes of God 

A Paradox is a statement that, despite sound reasoning, leads to a conclusion that 

seems senseless, logically unacceptable, or self-contradictory.  

If you haven’t noticed, God is full of paradoxes. And, actually, were glad he is! In this 

series we’ll be taking a look at some seemingly contradictory statements that might 

not make sense to our human brains but that offer just what our hearts need. 

 

 

 

Today’s Focus: God Saves the Wicked 

Shouldn’t God save all the righteous, good, upright people? Why would he save people 

whom everyone else agrees are wicked? This is another paradox of God—he saves the 

wicked. And once again, that’s a truth we treasure. The wicked person who repents 

finds Christ waiting with open arms of forgiveness—no matter who they used to be, no 

matter what they’ve done. In Christ there are no wicked, there are only forgiven sin-

ners. We’re part of God’s kingdom by grace, and grace alone. 

 

 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life. 

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about  filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags can be found on in the lobby and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING HYMN 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION 
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
 For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
 For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
 For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
 
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us 

alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through 
his called servant. I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.  

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule 
our hearts, for without your help we are unable to please you; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever 

C: Amen. 

 



7 

 

 
 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT_ Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
  

The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “What do you people mean by quoting 
this proverb about the land of Israel: 

“‘The parents eat sour grapes, 
    and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 

3 “As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, you will no longer quote 
this proverb in Israel. 4 For everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the 
child—both alike belong to me. The one who sins is the one who will die.  

 

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Israelites: Is my 
way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 26 If a righteous person turns 
from their righteousness and commits sin, they will die for it; because of the sin 
they have committed they will die. 27 But if a wicked person turns away from the 
wickedness they have committed and does what is just and right, they will save 
their life. 28 Because they consider all the offenses they have committed and 
turn away from them, that person will surely live; they will not die. 29 Yet the 
Israelites say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways unjust, people of 
Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 

30 “Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own 
ways, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; 
then sin will not be your downfall. 31 Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have 
committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, people of 
Israel? 32 For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign 
Lord. Repent and live!        NIV 
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EPISTLE 1 Timothy 1:15-17 

          
 15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 
16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of 

sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example 

for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. 17 Now to 

the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
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SERMON HYMN 
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Please stand 
 

 

SERMON Matthew 21:28-32 
 

28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to 

the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ 

29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 

30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He 

answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. 

31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” 

“The first,” they answered. 

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes 

are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to 

show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the 

tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did 

not repent and believe him.       NIV 

 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  

 

Please be seated 

 

 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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GOD SAVES THE WICKED  

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. What appalling thing did Jesus say to the Pharisees? 

2. How were the Pharisees viewed in society? How about the tax collectors and prostitutes? 

3. In what ways were the Pharisees just like the 2nd son in the parable? 

4. What had the “wicked” people been hearing John the Baptist preach about? 

5. What does Christ do for the wicked who repent? 

6. What do we need to admit about ourselves? 

7. God isn’t looking for an appearance of righteousness in us. What is he looking for? 

8. There’s a 3rd son who talked the talk and walked the walk. Who? 

9. What do our lives become an open witness to? 

My notes: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUTH — Whether you say the wrong thing or do the wrong thing, there is 
room at the cross for you. 
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Please stand 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 

 

 

 

 

 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the first century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you feel uncomfortable or have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   

In our prayers today 
*Claudia and Ted Bunting’s new baby grandson in the NICU 
*Prayer for our nation during the time of election 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,   

 your kingdom come,  

your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: AMEN. 
 

 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 

Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we 
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances 
and for the work of God’s church on earth. 
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ARRANGED BY KOINE 

CLOSING SONG 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 

Next Sunday we’ll continue our sermon series: “Paradoxes of God” 
The paradox we’ll be looking at next week is the fact that God Glorifies the Rejected 

 
 

Photo Opportunity 
We're in the process of updating our website and social media with new pictures of 
our worship space and graphics and photos of our members and their quotes about 
Living Hope. We'd love to have everyone be part of the project so we can highlight all 
the awesome folks here at Living Hope! Kelly Ricke is offering professional photos at 
Springhill Suites after the service (or before). These pictures can also be added to our 
online member directory. 
 Next Photo Opportunity Date: Sunday November 1st 
  
 

Church Picnic Round Two! Sunday November 1 - NEW  
Join the Living Hope family for a second outdoor picnic at Imagination Station in Col-
legedale on Sunday November 1. We'll meet over at the park starting at 11:30AM. 
Just look for the Living Hope flag marking where our group will be sitting. 
 
This is a bring your own lunch event again. Pack a cooler or grab your favorite take-
out. Bring a comfy blanket or lawn chair and relax at the park. Even if you're not able 
to join us for in-person worship yet, please stop by for a fun outdoor get-together!  
 
 

Daily Devotional Group—NEW 
Starting Monday November 2 Living Hope will begin a daily devotional plan for any-
one who'd like to join. We'll read short devotions and scripture passages to center 
our days on God's love and his will for us. 
 
We'll be using the free Youversion Bible App to dive into the Word together. Simply 
go to bible.com/app to download the free app on your phone. All who wanted to be 
part of the group by clicking the box on the September survey will be invited to a 
study group where we can all be on the same plan and also have the option to discuss 
together within the app.  
If you didn't fill out the survey but want to be part of the group just email pastor. 

http://bible.com/app
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Theology on Tap: Judges—Wednesday October 21 @ 8pm 
After getting feedback from members we’ve switched our meeting 
time to Wednesdays instead of Tuesdays. The class starting time 
back is moved to 8pm so that parents have an easier time getting 
kids to bed before joining. 

 
Join us  for study! This will be an online course using Google Meet.  
 
To join the discussion just enter the link below into your internet browser: 
https://meet.google.com/cur-tuuz-vfy 

 
 
Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process 
for finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even 
start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s 
no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and 
sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
 

We’ve also got a new online Foundations course starting up on Tuesday 
night October 27 at 7:30PM. Check out the event on our Facebook page 
and invite friends to take the course with you! 
 
Contact pastor to jump into the class:  
pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com — 423-933-2452 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

