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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time at Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Series: Expect More Out of Christmas 

The year 2020 has been a total flop. Every hopeful expectation we had was thrown out 
the window as the pandemic rolled in. Our expectations and hopes lasted through mid-
March but since then have flown away without a trace. 

But the end of 2020 can finish strong because Christmas is coming. It’s been a year of 
lowered expectations. But the joy of Christmas is untouchable. Our Savior brings gifts 
that outshine the losses of 2020. He brings light to a world without hope, comfort to 
the quarantined, and joy to the grieving. 

This year especially, expect more out of Christmas than you ever have. The message of 
Christmas will never disappoint.  God is with us!  The Savior is born! 
Jesus lives up to every expectation. 
 

Today’s Focus: Set Realistic Expectations 

Setting realistic expectations doesn’t seem to fit with the series we’re looking at which 

says to “expect more out of Christmas.” Are we supposed to set high expectations or 

just realistic expectations? Which is it? 
 

Well, we’re about to find out today that, with God, setting realistic expectations means 

getting far more than we could ever expect  

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 



3 

 

ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life. 

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about  filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

OPENING HYMN 
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CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M: Dear friends, we are waiting and watching for the day when Christ will come again in 
glory.  

C: My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning.  Psalm 130:6 

M: He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness.  

C: He will expose the motives of the heart.  1 Corinthians 4:5 

M: The hour has come for us to wake up from our slumber, because our salvation is nearer 
now than when we first believed.  

C:  The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.  Romans 13:11 

M: Let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light by turning to our 
God for mercy and pardon.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have diso-
beyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to 
do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I 
am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have 
mercy on me, a sinner.  

M:  What God promised long ago through his prophets he has fulfilled in his Son, Jesus 
Christ. Christ came in human flesh: Immanuel, God with us. By his perfect life, he ful-
filled God’s law. By his innocent death, he paid sin’s penalty. By rising from the grave, he 
opened heaven’s door. Christ now comes to you through his words of light and life:  

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

M:  He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”  Revelation 22:10 

C:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 
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Verse 1 
O God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you like a dry weary land without water. 
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your glory.  REFRAIN 
 
 
Verse 2 
For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your praise. 
So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy. REFRAIN 
 
 
Verse 3 
On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the night; 
For you have been my help; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. 
My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast. REFRAIN 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M:  Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from 

the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

 3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4 I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 
5 For in him you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and 

with all knowledge— 6 God thus confirming our testimony about Christ among 

you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord 

Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will also keep you firm to the end, so that you 

will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, who has 

called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

           NIV 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

Please stand 

 

 

GOSPEL Mark 13:32-37 
 

 

 32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do 

not know when that time will come. 34 It’s like a man going away: He 

leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned 

task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 
 

 35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner 

of the house will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or 

when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not let 

him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’”

           

           NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  

 
 

Please be seated 
 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE 
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 
 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN 



10 

 

 

SERMON Isaiah 64:1-9 
1Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
    that the mountains would tremble before you! 
2 As when fire sets twigs ablaze 
    and causes water to boil, 
come down to make your name known to your enemies 
    and cause the nations to quake before you! 
3 For when you did awesome things that we did not expect, 
    you came down, and the mountains trembled before you. 
4 Since ancient times no one has heard, 
    no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
    who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. 
5 You come to the help of those who gladly do right, 
    who remember your ways. 
But when we continued to sin against them, 
    you were angry. 
    How then can we be saved? 
6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 
we all shrivel up like a leaf, 
    and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 
7 No one calls on your name 
    or strives to lay hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us 
    and have given us over to our sins. 
8 Yet you, Lord, are our Father. 
    We are the clay, you are the potter; 
    we are all the work of your hand. 
9 Do not be angry beyond measure, Lord; 
    do not remember our sins forever. 
Oh, look on us, we pray, 
    for we are all your people.       NIV 
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SET REALISTIC EXPECTATIONS  

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. What kind of commercials seem kind of out of place for Christmas? 

2. What will we get when we set realistic expectations with God? 

3. What were the Israelites expecting from God? 

4. What problem(s) do we share with the Israelites? 

5. What do we need to take ownership of? 

6. We don’t just plea for God to show us his power. We ask him to show us _______________. 

7. What’s the basis for our plea for help from God?  

8. How did God rend the heavens and come down to us in a show of powerful mercy? 

9.  Why do we get to face God’ display of epic power on the Last Day unafraid? 

10. The message of Advent and Christmas is so much bigger than the arrival of a vaccine—it’s 

all about the arrival of a ________________________. 

My notes: 
 

 

 

 

TRUTH — Setting realistic expectations with God doesn’t mean lowering your 
expectations, it means raising your expectations to impossible heights.  
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Please stand 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send 
the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you 
continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the 
works of the devil. 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the first century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you feel uncomfortable or have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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M: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our 
pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 

M: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use 
it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days 
before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son 
coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: AMEN. 
 

 
 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 
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Intro         Arranged by Koine 

“Speak to all Jerusalem 

Of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell them that their sins I cover, 
That their warfare now is over." 

Verse 1 
Brief intro 

"Comfort, comfort all my people; 
Speak of peace," so says our God. 
"Comfort those who sit in darkness,  
Groaning from their sorrows' load. 
 
Speak to all Jerusalem 

Of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell them that their sins I cover, 
That their warfare now is over." 

 

Verse 3 

Brief intro 

John the Baptist's voice is crying 

In the desert far and near, 
Calling people to repentance 

For the kingdom now is here. 
 

Oh, that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for God a way; 
Let the valleys rise to meet him 

And the hills bow down to greet him. 

 

CLOSING SONG—Comfort, Comfort All My People 

Verse 2 

Brief intro 

All their sins our God will pardon,  
Blotting out each dark misdeed; 
All that well deserve his anger  
He no more will see or heed. 
 
They have suffered many a day; 
Now their griefs have passed away. 
God will change their aching sadness  
Into ever-springing gladness. 

Verse 4 

Brief intro 

Straighten out the crooked highway;  
Make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble,  
Ready for his holy reign. 
 

For the glory of the Lord 

Now o'er earth is spread abroad, 
And all flesh shall see the token 

That his word is never broken 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 

Next Sunday we’ll continue our Advent series:  
Expect More Out of Christmas 
 
 
 

Community Service Opportunity: Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
If you’re interested in helping with weekly bed deliveries to homes get in touch with 
our community service coordinator Ben Mattson for more details. 
ben.mattson34@gmail.com  
 
Also check your inbox for an email from pastor with a link to a 
survey for expressing your interest on helping for a specific bed 
delivery day. 
 
Or use the link here: https://forms.gle/uakeT5AGt4XvPHaBA 
 

 
 
Theology on Tap — Starts up again on December 2 @ 8pm 
Join us for a 3 week study of “Advent in Isaiah” starting this week. 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve 2020—6:30PM (Dec 24) - NEW 
Living Hope will have both an online and in-person option at Springhill Suites for Christ-
mas Eve this year. Since this may be a service that has a slightly higher attendance we 
will be having all attendees fill out a quick “worship check-in” form on our website to 
maintain safe capacity, especially since we’d love to have some others from our com-
munity join us. If spots fill up we will have the option of adding a later service to accom-
modate and keep a safe capacity. 
 
 
 
 



16 

 

Daily Devotional Group 
It’s not too late to join this group if you’d still like to be part of it. Simply go 
to bible.com/app to download the free app on your phone. Let pastor know if you’d 
like to join the group or are having trouble getting the app. 
 

 
 
Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process 
for finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even 
start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s 
no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and 
sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Or just contact pastor to jump into the class. 
 
 

 
 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

http://bible.com/app
https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

