
  

 

November 22, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

The Criminal Is the King 
 

 

              

 

 



2 

 

 

 
 

We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time at Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Series: Paradoxes of God 

A Paradox is a statement that, despite sound reasoning, leads to a conclusion that 

seems senseless, logically unacceptable, or self-contradictory.  

If you haven’t noticed, God is full of paradoxes. And, actually, were glad he is! In this 

series we’ll be taking a look at some seemingly contradictory statements that might 

not make sense to our human brains but that offer just what our hearts need. 

 

 

 

Today’s Focus: The Criminal Is the King 

When Jesus came to earth he was more often treated like a criminal than the king of 

heaven. He came as a suffering servant and took all our shame upon himself so we 

could have his glory. The objects of mockery the Romans soldiers give to Jesus don’t 

match what he gives to us. He takes on a scarlet robe to give us a robe of righteous-

ness. He takes on a crown of thorns to give us the crown of life. The criminal on the 

cross is our king who gives victory over our enemies and glory out of shame. That’s one 

more paradox of grace. 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about  filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags can be found on in the lobby and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING HYMN 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 

 
 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M: This is what the Lord says – “I am he who blots out your transgressions and remem-
bers your sins no more.” Isaiah 43:25 

C: He does not stay angry forever but delights to show mercy. 

M: He will have compassion on us and tread our sins underfoot.  Micah 7:18,19 

C: He will hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. 

M: Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.   Hebrews 4:16 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 
my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 
from my sin, and take away my guilt.  

M: If anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father – Jesus Christ, the Right-
eous One. 

C: He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of 
the whole world.         1 John 2:1,2 

M: Therefore, at Christ’s command and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  1 John 1:7 

 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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Verse 1 Verse 2 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth, Spread the good news o'er all the earth, 
He is the King of creation Jesus has died and has risen 
REFRAIN REFRAIN 
 
 
Verse 3 Verse 4 
We have been crucified with Christ; God has proclaimed his gracious gift 
Now we shall live forever Life eternal for all who believe 
REFRAIN REFRAIN 
 
 
Verse 5 
Come let us praise the living God, 
Joyfully sing to our Savior  
REFAIN 

 

 

 

 

 

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, GIVE THANKS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of the evil one. Fill our 

hearts with joy and peace as we look with hope to that day when every creature in 

heaven and earth will acclaim you King of kings and Lord of lords to your unending 

praise and glory; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 23-24 

 
11 “‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for my sheep 

and look after them. 12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with 

them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they 

were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the na-

tions and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I 

will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements 

in the land. 14 I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel 

will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they 

will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will tend my sheep and 

have them lie down, declares the Sovereign Lord. 16 I will search for the lost and bring 

back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and 

the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.   

 

 23 I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; 

he will tend them and be their shepherd. 24 I the Lord will be their God, and my servant 

David will be prince among them. I the Lord have spoken.     NIV 
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EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15: 20-28 
 

 20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 

those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the 

resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all 

die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in turn: Christ, the 

firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 24 Then the 

end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after 

he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 For he must reign 

until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be de-

stroyed is death. 27 For he “has put everything under his feet.” Now when 

it says that “everything” has been put under him, it is clear that this does 

not include God himself, who put everything under Christ. 28 When he 

has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put 

everything under him, so that God may be all in all.    

           NIV 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
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Performed by Caleb Schmiege 

 
 
 
 
 

SERMON HYMN 
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Please stand 

 
 
 

SERMON Matthew 27:27-31 

 
 27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium 

and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. 28 They 

stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and then twisted to-

gether a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in 

his right hand. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. 

“Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. 30 They spit on him, and took the 

staff and struck him on the head again and again. 31 After they had 

mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on 

him. Then they led him away to crucify him.  

 

           NIV 

 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  

 
 

Please be seated 

 
 
 
 
 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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THE CRIMINAL IS THE KING  

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. List some similarities Jesus has with an undercover cop. 

2. What’s the name of the criminal was Jesus swapped out for? 

3. What types of mockery did Jesus face from the Roman soldiers? 

4. What was the biggest “uh-oh” moment in history? 

5. In what ways do we also mock Jesus and spit on his grace? 

6. Jesus was given a scarlet robe and a crown of thorns to wear. What has he given us to wear 

in exchange? 

7. Why did Jesus withhold his almighty power and go through with suffering and death? 

8. What has Jesus done with our enemies? 

9.  In what ways does Jesus still seem to operate “undercover”? 

10. What honor is going to be given to King Jesus one day? 

My notes: 
 

 

 

 

TRUTH — In Christ’s sufferings we find our glory.   
He puts on the crown of thorns to give you the crown of life. 
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Please stand 
 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was bur-
ied.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spo-
ken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, blessed are you, the King who comes to set your people free.  

C: Reign over us in your abundant compassion and mercy. 

Christians have used the Nicene Creed since the third century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you feel uncomfortable or have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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M: Lord and King, defend all who are imprisoned or reviled because of your name. Come 
to help those whose Christian faith is mocked as foolish or naïve, and rescue those 
who are straying from the faith. 

C: Lead us to those who need help, guide us in our works of service, and strengthen us 
with a firm resolve to follow you in obedience. 

M: Lord of the Church, develop in us all a new awareness of the gifts you give us to use in 
our callings, that your kingdom of grace may flourish.  

C: Bless and preserve Christian churches everywhere, and raise up another generation 
of faithful called workers. 

M: Lord of all, look with mercy on this land, its government and all the kingdoms of the 
world. Relieve us from war, bloodshed, and rebellion. Protect all pregnant mothers 
and their unborn children. Grant wisdom to be found in the hard lessons of a strug-
gling economy. Provide for the unemployed and their families.  

C: Open the hearts of those who prosper to be generous and willing to share. 

M: Coming King and Savior of the world, keep us faithful to the end as we watch and wait 
for your return. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: AMEN. 
 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
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CLOSING SONG 
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    ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 

Next Sunday we’ll start a new Advent series:  
Expect More Out of Christmas 
 
The year 2020 has been a total flop. Every expectation 
we had was thrown out the window as the pandemic 
rolled in. Our expectations and hopes lasted through mid-March but since then have 
flown away without a trace.  
 
But the end of 2020 can finish strong because Christmas is coming. It’s been a year of 
lowered expectations. The bar for happiness has been set very low. But the joy of 
Christmas is untouchable. The gifts our Savior brings far outweigh the losses of this 
year. He brings light to a world without hope, comfort to the quarantined, and joy for 
the grieving. 
 
This year especially, expect more out of Christmas than you ever have. God is with us. 
The Savior has been born. Jesus does not fail to live up to the expectations.  
 
 

Holy Communion Instructions 
 Any members who feel comfortable partaking of the Lord’s Supper today are encour-
aged to stay after the service for a brief Holy Communion service. We’ll walk through 
the procedure prior to distributing. Pastor will wash his hands prior to distribution and 
we’ll have some other sanitary procedures to follow.  
 
 

Community Service Opportunity: Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
If you’re in town plan to join SiHP’s Black Friday Bed Build! 
When: Friday November 27—11:00AM to 3:00PM 
Where: ChristWay Church parking lot—6201 Mountain View Rd, Ooltewah 

 
In addition, if you’re interested in helping with weekly bed deliver-
ies to homes get in touch with our community service coordinator 
Ben Mattson for more details. 
ben.mattson34@gmail.com  
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Theology on Tap — Starts up again on December 2 @ 8pm 
Join us for a short 3 week study of “Advent in Isaiah” in December. 

 
 
Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for finding them often 
seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even 
understand it? There’s no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations 
Class. 

 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about 
the course and sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Or just contact pastor to jump into the class. 
 
 

Christmas Eve 2020—6:30PM (Dec 24) - NEW 
Living Hope will have both an online and in-person option at Springhill Suites for 
Christmas Eve this year. Since this may be a service that has a slightly higher attend-
ance we will be having all attendees fill out a quick “worship check-in” form on our 
website to maintain safe capacity, especially since we’d love to have some others 
from our community join us. If spots fill up we will have the option of adding a later 
service to accommodate and keep a safe capacity. 
 
 

Daily Devotional Group 
It’s not too late to join this group if you’d still like to be part of it. Simply go 
to bible.com/app to download the free app on your phone. Let pastor know if you’d 
like to join the group or are having trouble getting the app. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics
http://bible.com/app

