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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time at Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Series: Paradoxes of God 

A Paradox is a statement that, despite sound reasoning, leads to a conclusion that 

seems senseless, logically unacceptable, or self-contradictory.  

If you haven’t noticed, God is full of paradoxes. And, actually, were glad he is! In this 

series we’ll be taking a look at some seemingly contradictory statements that might 

not make sense to our human brains but that offer just what our hearts need. 

 

Today’s Focus: The End is the Beginning 

Is the political rift in our nation the biggest it’s ever been? Is the division within our 

country past the point of stitching back together? Are the divisions even among Chris-

tians today too big to ever heal? 
 

If those are questions bouncing around in your mind, you have to listen to this. You 

have to hear Ezekiel’s strange prophecy about stuck together sticks. You have to hear 

the promises God is pouring out to you here today. God is giving some very specific 

promises to address all your concerns. The comfort and peace you’re looking for are 

promised and coming your way in the future. But they are already yours now too.  

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about  filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags can be found on in the lobby and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING HYMN 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
M: How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty!  

C: My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord;  

M: my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.  

C: Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you.  

M: Better is one day in your courts  

C: than a thousand elsewhere. AMEN.    Psalm 84 select verses  

 
 
 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord.  
 

C:  Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, 

confess that I have sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions.  

I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should.  

I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them.  
 

M:  Jesus’ death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world.  

 He said to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”  

 Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.  

 Be assured that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life!  
 

C:  Amen. 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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THE SOLOIST WILL SING THE  FIRST REFRAIN AND THE VERSES.  
THE CONGREGATION MAY JOIN IN SINGING THE REFRAINS.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be de-
livered from this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your 
Son that we may sit with him and all your holy ones at the marriage feast in heaven; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  

 
13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those 

who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have 

no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that 

God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the 

Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming 

of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the 

Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice 

of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 

first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together 

with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the 

Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.  NIV 
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Please stand 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13 
 

  “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 
lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were 
wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise 
ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long 
time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 

6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 

7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the 
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 

9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to 
those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 

10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins 
who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 

11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ 

12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ 

13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 

           NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  
 

Please be seated 
 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN—Jerusalem the Golden 
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SERMON Ezekiel 37:15-28 
15 The word of the Lord came to me: 16 “Son of man, take a stick of wood and write 

on it, ‘Belonging to Judah and the Israelites associated with him.’ Then take another 

stick of wood, and write on it, ‘Belonging to Joseph (that is, to Ephraim) and all the Is-

raelites associated with him.’ 17 Join them together into one stick so that they will be-

come one in your hand. 

18 “When your people ask you, ‘Won’t you tell us what you mean by this?’ 19 say to 

them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am going to take the stick of Joseph—

which is in Ephraim’s hand—and of the Israelite tribes associated with him, and join it 

to Judah’s stick. I will make them into a single stick of wood, and they will become one 

in my hand.’ 20 Hold before their eyes the sticks you have written on 21 and say to them, 

‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I will take the Israelites out of the nations where 

they have gone. I will gather them from all around and bring them back into their own 

land. 22 I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. There will 

be one king over all of them and they will never again be two nations or be divided into 

two kingdoms. 23 They will no longer defile themselves with their idols and vile images 

or with any of their offenses, for I will save them from all their sinful backsliding, and I 

will cleanse them. They will be my people, and I will be their God. 

24 “‘My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd. 

They will follow my laws and be careful to keep my decrees. 25 They will live in the land 

I gave to my servant Jacob, the land where your ancestors lived. They and their chil-

dren and their children’s children will live there forever, and David my servant will be 

their prince forever. 26 I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an ever-

lasting covenant. I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put my 

sanctuary among them forever. 27 My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their 

God, and they will be my people. 28 Then the nations will know that I the Lord make 

Israel holy, when my sanctuary is among them forever.’”    

           NIV 
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THE END IS THE BEGINNING  

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. List some of the divisions we face right now. 

2. What Sunday of the church year is traditionally observed today? 

3. The beginning of true ______________ can start today.! 

The beginning of ____________________ can start today! 

4.  What made Ezekiel’s image of the sticks being united such a surprising prophecy? 

5. Where (and when) does Ezekiel’s prophecy find its fulfillment? 

6. What will make heaven so different from the divisions and disunity of this world? 

7. What most important kind of unity is being foretold here? 

8. What happened to bring us to unity with God? 

9. Five times God makes promises involving a certain word—what is that word? 

10. There will still be divisions and disagreements this side of heaven but how do we experi-

ence unity already today? 

My notes: 
 

 

TRUTH — God gives us a better life through Christ – a life of true unity and  
 eternal, forever blessings that start today.  
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Please stand 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Mighty and eternal God, we remember before You the saints and martyrs of every generation, who 
trusted in You in the face of terror and threat. Grant that when facing persecution and trial in our 
own day, we may be steadfast in faith. Deliver those whom You have washed in Baptism, granting 
the new life that death cannot overcome. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Mighty and eternal God, we rejoice that You have rescued us from the power of death and raised 
us in Christ to dwell with Him in everlasting life. Give to those who grieve the comfort of the prom-
ise of the resurrection of the dead and eternal life, and bestow Your peace upon the dying, that 
they may fall asleep here and awaken in Your glory. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the first century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you feel uncomfortable or have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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Mighty and eternal God, You have made us Your children, and You continue to guard us as Your 
own possession. According to Your will, give healing to the sick, calm to the troubled in mind, and 
patience to those facing sorrow and struggle. Give health and peace to our nation. Lord, in Your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Mighty and eternal God, show forth Your kindness to the poor and Your compassion to those who 
suffer injustice. Deliver us from the scourge of racism and prejudice, and help us to acknowledge 
our common life from Your creative power and our common redemption in Christ, our Savior. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Mighty and eternal God, bring us to that day when every tear shall be wiped from our eyes and we 
shall hunger and thirst no more. Knowing You now by faith, we yearn for the day when we shall 
know You face to face. Until the dawn of that eternal day, keep us in Your faith and fear through 
our Good Shepherd and Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: AMEN. 
 

 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 
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CLOSING SONG—Oh How Good It Is 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 

Next Sunday we’ll conclude our sermon series: “Paradoxes of God” 
The paradox we’ll be looking at next week is The Criminal is the King 
 
 

Daily Devotional Group 
It’s not too late to join this group if you’d still like to be part of it. We'll read short de-
votions and scripture passages to center our days on God's love and his will for us.  
 
We're using the free Youversion Bible App to dive into the Word together. Simply go 
to bible.com/app to download the free app on your phone. Let pastor know if you’d 
like to join the group or are having trouble getting the app. 
 
 

Community Service Opportunity: Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
In the coming weeks we’ll have some opportunities to get involved 
with our non-profit of the trimester. Sleep in Heavenly Peace has bed 
delivery volunteer needs on Saturdays and Sundays. The delivery gig 
includes bed assembly, so real hands-on volunteering!   
 
Teams meet off Riverside Drive around 11-12 each day, and are assigned an experi-
enced volunteer to train them until they've got a few deliveries under their belt. Email 
Ben Mattson if you’d like to get involved with a delivery date. He’ll coordinate the 
effort and give you more specific details. 
ben.mattson34@gmail.com  
 
If you’re in town also save the date to join SiHP’s Black Friday Bed Build! 
When: Friday November 27—11:00AM to 3:00PM 
Where: ChristWay Church parking lot—6201 Mountain View Rd, Ooltewah 

 
 
Theology on Tap — Starts up again on December 2 @ 8pm 
We finished up our study of Judges this past week so we’ll take a break 
before starting a short 3 week study of “Advent in Isaiah” in December. 

 
 

http://bible.com/app
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Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process 
for finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even 
start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s 
no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and 
sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Or just contact pastor to jump into the class. 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve 2020—6:30PM (Dec 24) - NEW 
Living Hope will have both an online and in-person option at Springhill Suites for 
Christmas Eve this year. Since this may be a service that has a slightly higher attend-
ance we will be having all attendees fill out a quick “worship check-in” form on our 
website to maintain safe capacity, especially since we’d love to have some others 
from our community join us. If spots fill up we will have the option of adding a later 
service to accommodate and keep a safe capacity. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

