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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time at Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Series: Planted + Harvested  

Jesus often used parables to talk about the spread of the gospel and the kingdom of 
God. For these next two weeks we'll take up the planting and harvesting pictures Jesus 
often used. 

 

Listen to learn how we fit into the parables of the sower and the seed and the parable 
of the wheat and the weeds. Find comfort that we are planted and harvested by God. 
 

Today’s Focus: The Sower Knows What He’s Doing 

The parable of the sower and the seed is one of the more well-known parables of 

Christ. But have you ever stopped to think about how bad at sowing seed the farmer in 

that parable was? The sower doesn’t look like he knows what he’s doing. He threw a 

bunch of seeds on the path, on the rocks, and in the thorns! How hard can it be to 

avoid those places! Just throw the seed on the good soil, right?  

 

But we’re thankful that God still chooses to throw his seed of the Word into our hearts 

that often look very path-like, rocky, and thorn-infested. Thank the Lord he knows 

what he’s doing. Thank the Lord his Word is more powerful than our hearts. 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about  filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• We will not be offering any kid activity bags at this time. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 

 



4 

 

 OPENING HYMN 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION 
M:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord.  
 

C:  Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, 

confess that I have sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions.  

I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should.  

I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them.  
 

M:  Jesus’ death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world.  

 He said to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”  

 Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.  

 Be assured that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life!  
 

C:  Amen. 

 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness we sing Alleluia! 
 

 

 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is 
called the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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Verse 1 Verse 2 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth, Spread the good news o'er all the earth, 
He is the King of creation Jesus has died and has risen 
REFRAIN REFRAIN 
 
 
Verse 3 Verse 4 
We have been crucified with Christ; God has proclaimed his gracious gift 
Now we shall live forever Life eternal for all who believe 
REFRAIN REFRAIN 
 
 
Verse 5 
Come let us praise the living God, 
Joyfully sing to our Savior  
REFAIN 

 

 

 

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, GIVE THANKS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your Holy Spirit 

help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and love; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON__ Isaiah 55:10,11 
   

10 As the rain and the snow 

    come down from heaven, 

and do not return to it 

    without watering the earth 

and making it bud and flourish, 

    so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 
11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 

    It will not return to me empty, 

but will accomplish what I desire 

    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.     

           NIV 

 
 
 
 



8 

 

 
EPISTLE LESSON Acts 18:1-11 

 

 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew 

named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his 

wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went 

to see them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and 

worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to 

persuade Jews and Greeks. 

 5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself 

exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 
6 But when they opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in 

protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent of 

it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 

7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius 

Justus, a worshiper of God. 8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire 

household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul 

believed and were baptized. 

 9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on 

speaking, do not be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one is going to attack 

and harm you, because I have many people in this city.” 11 So Paul stayed in 

Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.  

           

           NIV 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
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SERMON HYMN 
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Please stand 

 
SERMON Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large 

crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the 

people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: 

“A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell 

along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, 

where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shal-

low. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered 

because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and 

choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a 

hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 

  

 18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone 

hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil 

one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown 

along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears 

the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last 

only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they 

quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who 

hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke 

the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to some-

one who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, 

yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”    

                     NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  

 

Please be seated 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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THE SOWER KNOWS WHAT HE ’S DOING 
Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. In what unreasonable place does God sow the seed of his Word? 

2. What 3 strange places is the seed sown? 

3. What does the “seed” refer to? What does the “soil” refer to? 

4. What kind of heart does the seed on the path refer to? 

5. What kind of heart does the seed on rocky ground refer to? 

6. What kind of heart does the seed among the thorns represent? 

7. How is my own heart path-like? 

8. How is my own heart rocky and rootless? 

9. How is my own heart thorn-infested? 

10. Why does Jesus sow his Word in hearts like ours? 

11. What does God’s good Word allow us to do that we shouldn’t be able to do? 

My notes: 
 

 

 

 

TRUTH — The sower knows where he’s sowing and he knows why he’s sowing. 
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Please stand 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH     

Special prayers and intercessions 
 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the first century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not feel 
obligated if you feel uncomfortable or have more questions. 

Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we 
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances. 
We also pray for Christ to be with his Church on 
earth and that his gospel will spread. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your name,   

your kingdom come,  

 your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: AMEN. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he 
gave them the words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus advises we pray this 
way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 
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CLOSING SONG 
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    ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 

Next Sunday we’ll conclude our 2 part sermon series 
called “Planted and Harvested.” 
 
Listen to learn how we fit in to the parable of the wheat 
and the weeds. Find comfort that we are planted and 
harvested by God. 

 
 
 

Guest Preacher John Guse—NEW 
Next week Living Hope welcomes back Pastor John Guse to share a message from 
God’s Word with us. Pastor Guse will be covering for Pastor Melso who will be out of 
town next Sunday. We look forward to his message on the parable of the Wheat and 
the Weeds. 
 
 
 

Holy Communion Instructions 
 Any members who feel comfortable partaking of the Lord’s Supper today are encour-
aged to stay after the service for a brief Holy Communion service. We’ll walk through 
the procedure prior to distributing. Pastor will wash his hands prior to distribution 
and we’ll have some other sanitary procedures to follow.  

 
 
 

Regal Cinemas Update—NEW 
 Regal Cinemas has pushed back its opening date indefinitely at this point. The July 
31 opening date is no longer valid. We’ve secured Springhill Suites throughout the 
month of August so expect to be worshiping here for the foreseeable future. We 
will continue to observe necessary safety measures for in-person worship here at 
Springhill. 
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Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the 
process for finding them often seems a bit intimidating. 
Where do I even start? How do I read the Bible? Will I 
even understand it? There’s no better place to start 
than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Foundations is a class designed to explore the good news that God has for us in his 
Word and gives an overview of the Christian faith.  
The class is now being offered via Google Hangouts!  
 
Check out the new “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the 
course and sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
 
Also feel free to email or text pastor to jump into the class: 
pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 
423-933-2452 

 
 
Pastor on Vacation 

 Pastor will be out of town visiting family the week of July 26 through August 2.  
 Pastor will still be available to contact by phone or email if needed.  

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

