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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time at Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Series: How to Be a Christian: Step-by-step Directions on how God does Everything 

This isn’t like most step-by-step guides you’ve seen.  

Being a Christian isn’t really so much about what you do. Being a Christian is all about 
what God does for you. 

God is the active force behind every step of turning someone into a Christian, providing 
not only the means, but also the power and the Spirit that creates new life in what was 
once spiritually dead.  

 

Today’s Focus: God Preserves 

Jesus gave his disciples, and us, a pretty tough task: proclaim God’s message of love to 

sinners. And Jesus is honest with us about the dangers and persecutions we may face 

in this work.  

 

But Jesus also comforts and assures us that God is on our side. He will preserve and 

protect us. Three times Jesus is about to tell us, “Don’t be afraid.” Trust those words as 

you carry out God’s mission. 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life. 

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about  filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• We will not be offering any kid activity bags at this time. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING SONG 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION 
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
 For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
 For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
 For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
 You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
 
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us 

alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through 
his called servant. 

 
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness let’s sing praise to our God. 
 

 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is 
called the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Lord, you guard and protect us in all things. And as you guard and protect us, you com-

mand us to love our enemies, to bless those who curse us, to do good to those who 

hate us, and to pray for them who persecute and harass us. Enable us, by your Holy 

Spirit, to take courage as children of our Father in heaven who never have anything to 

fear, because our living God preserves us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
GOD’S WORD 

 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON___ Jeremiah 20:7-13 
  
7 You deceived me, Lord, and I was deceived; you overpowered me and prevailed. 

 I am ridiculed all day long; everyone mocks me. 
8 Whenever I speak, I cry out proclaiming violence and destruction. 

 So the word of the Lord has brought me insult and reproach all day long. 
9 But if I say, “I will not mention his word or speak anymore in his name,” 

 his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. 

 I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot. 
10 I hear many whispering, “Terror on every side! Denounce him! Let’s denounce him!” 

 All my friends are waiting for me to slip, saying, “Perhaps he will be deceived;          

 then we will prevail over him and take our revenge on him.” 

11 But the Lord is with me like a mighty warrior; so my persecutors will stumble and not prevail. 

 They will fail and be thoroughly disgraced; their dishonor will never be forgotten. 
12 Lord Almighty, you who examine the righteous and probe the heart and mind, 

 let me see your vengeance on them, for to you I have committed my cause. 

13 Sing to the Lord! Give praise to the Lord! 

 He rescues the life of the needy from the hands of the wicked.    

           NIV 
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EPISTLE LESSON Acts 23:1-11 

 

 Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to 

God in all good conscience to this day.” 2 At this the high priest Ananias ordered those standing 

near Paul to strike him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you white-

washed wall! You sit there to judge me according to the law, yet you yourself violate the law by 

commanding that I be struck!” 

 4 Those who were standing near Paul said, “How dare you insult God’s high priest!” 

 5 Paul replied, “Brothers, I did not realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: 
‘Do not speak evil about the ruler of your people.’” 

 6 Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, 

called out in the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, descended from Pharisees. I stand 

on trial because of the hope of the resurrection of the dead.” 7 When he said this, a dispute 

broke out between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8 (The Sad-

ducees say that there is no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the 

Pharisees believe all these things.) 

 9 There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees 

stood up and argued vigorously. “We find nothing wrong with this man,” they said. “What if a 

spirit or an angel has spoken to him?” 10 The dispute became so violent that the commander 

was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take 

him away from them by force and bring him into the barracks. 

 11 The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have 

testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.”   

           NIV 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE 
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
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SERMON HYMN 
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Please stand 

 
 
SERMON Matthew 10:24-33 

 24 “The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. 
25 It is enough for students to be like their teachers, and servants like their 

masters. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how much more 

the members of his household! 

 26 “So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will 

not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in 

the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from 

the roofs. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 

Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are 

not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 

outside your Father’s care. 30 And even the very hairs of your head are all num-

bered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 

 32 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge 

before my Father in heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will 

disown before my Father in heaven. 

                     NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  

 

Please be seated 

 

 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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GOD PRESERVES  
Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. What hard truths did Jesus reveal to his disciples during his “pep talk” for them? 

2. As sobering as his pep-talk is, what’s the main point of his talk for the disciples? 

3. What is the first fear Jesus addresses? 

4. What does this mean: “the student isn’t above the teacher or the servant above the master?” 

5. What kind of things might our fear motivate us to do? 

6. Jesus tells us not to fear the opposition. Why don’t we have to be afraid? 

7. What is the second fear Jesus addresses? 

8. God c______________ for you and God v______________ you. 

9. What is the third fear Jesus addresses? 

10. What does it mean to “acknowledge Christ?” 

My notes: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUTH — Jesus tells you “Don’t be afraid.” 
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Please stand 

 
NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was bur-
ied.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spo-
ken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 

 

 

 

 

 

Christians have used the Nicene Creed since the third century to unite 
themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess with our 
mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are invited to 
share this confession of faith with us but please do not feel obligated 
if you feel uncomfortable or have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH     

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, hear our prayer. 

M: For all people throughout the world, to strengthen believers and to enlighten un-
believers, we pray: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: For peace and justice among nations, for honest leaders and good neighbors, for 
the gift of love, for steadfast faith and patient endurance, we pray: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: For those who suffer pain or sorrow, for the lonely and depressed, for the poor and 
needy, for those who love us and those who hate us, we pray: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: Be gracious to us, defend us by your power, and bring us to glory everlasting: 

C: To you, O Lord, we entrust ourselves. Amen. 

M: You have taught us to pray: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory areyours now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: AMEN. 
 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
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CLOSING SONG  ARRANGED BY FIDE 



15 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 

We will continue to meet at Springhill Suites in the coming weeks until further notice. 
Plan to join us again next week! 
Next Sunday we’ll conclude our series: 
How to Be a Christian 

 
• God Reigns—July 19 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Holy Communion Instructions 
 Any members who feel comfortable partaking of the Lord’s Supper today are encour-
aged to stay after the service for a brief Holy Communion service. We’ll walk through 
the procedure prior to distributing. Pastor will wash his hands prior to distribution and 
we’ll have some other sanitary procedures to follow.  

 
 
Foundations Bible Study 

We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for finding them 
often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? How do I read the Bible? Will I 
even understand it? There’s no better place to start than by jumping into a Founda-
tions Class. 
 
Foundations is a class designed to explore the good news that God has for us in his 
Word and gives an overview of the Christian faith.  
The class is now being offered via Google Hangouts!  
 
Check out the new “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course 
and sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
 
Also feel free to email or text pastor to jump into the class: 
pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 
423-933-2452 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics
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Bible Study—Theology on Tap—Off for the month of July 
We’ll be taking a short hiatus from our weeknight Bible study this 
month. We look forward to getting back to some good discussion 
again soon! Stay tuned for the re-launch later this summer. 

 
 
 
Regal Cinemas Reopening 
 Due to a significant uptick in coronavirus cases recently, Regal Cinemas has pushed 
back it’s reopening date from July 10 to July 31. This means we’ll continue to meet 
here at Springhill Suites throughout the month of July and possibly all through the 
month of August as well until we know what’s going on with Regal. We will continue 
to observe necessary safety measures for in-person worship here at Springhill. 

 
 
 
Pastor on Vacation 
 Pastor will be out of town visiting family the week of July 26 through August 2. We 
will most likely have a guest preacher here in person to offer the service and sermon 
that week or, if the need arises, we will simply direct you to a sister church’s 
livestream service that weekend. Pastor will still be available to contact by phone or 
email if needed. Upon return, Pastor will take a Covid-19 test and undergo any other 
necessary safety precautions before returning to in-person worship. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 


