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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time at Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Series: Expect More Out of Christmas 

The year 2020 has been a total flop. Every hopeful expectation we had was thrown out 
the window as the pandemic rolled in. Our expectations and hopes lasted through mid-
March but since then have flown away without a trace. 

But the end of 2020 can finish strong because Christmas is coming. It’s been a year of 
lowered expectations. But the joy of Christmas is untouchable. Our Savior brings gifts 
that outshine the losses of 2020. He brings light to a world without hope, comfort to 
the quarantined, and joy to the grieving. 

This year especially, expect more out of Christmas than you ever have. The message of 
Christmas will never disappoint.  God is with us!  The Savior is born! 
Jesus lives up to every expectation. 
 

Today’s Focus: Don’t Do Christmas This Year 

The month of December has become a month of mandatory “busyness” it seems. 
There’s too much to do and not enough time. 

So here’s an idea—don’t “do” Christmas this year. 

The thought of not doing Christmas this year is kind of a scandalous suggestion. But all 
the “doing” won’t get us anywhere or bring us any peace. This year, simply “receive” 
Christmas instead of “doing” Christmas. That’s what Christmas is all about—receiving 
God’s gifts! 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 



3 

 

ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life. 

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about  filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING HYMN 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M: Dear friends, we are waiting and watching for the day when Christ will come again in 
glory.  

C: My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning.  Psalm 130:6 

M: Let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light by turning to our 
God for mercy and pardon.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have diso-
beyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to 
do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I 
am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have 
mercy on me, a sinner.  

M:  What God promised long ago through his prophets he has fulfilled in his Son, Jesus 
Christ. Christ came in human flesh: Immanuel, God with us. By his perfect life, he ful-
filled God’s law. By his innocent death, he paid sin’s penalty. By rising from the grave, he 
opened heaven’s door. Christ now comes to you through his words of light and life:  

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make us ready 
for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT 2 Samuel 7:8,11-16 

 8 “Now then, tell my servant David... 

“‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you:12 When 

your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to 

succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one 

who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom for-

ever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish 

him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. 15 But my love 

will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from 

before you. 16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your 

throne will be established forever.’”       

           NIV 
 

 

 

EPISTLE Romans 16:25-27 
 

 25 Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, the 

message I proclaim about Jesus Christ, in keeping with the revelation of the mystery 

hidden for long ages past, 26 but now revealed and made known through the prophetic 

writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all the Gentiles might come to the 

obedience that comes from faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory forever through 

Jesus Christ! Amen.          

           NIV 
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CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE 
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 
 
 SERMON HYMN 
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Please stand 

 

SERMON Luke 1:26-38 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel 
to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel 
went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with 
you.” 

 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of 
greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you 
have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you 
are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will 
reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called 

the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old 
age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For 
no word from God will ever fail.” 

 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be 
fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.        

           NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  
 

 

Please be seated 

 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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DON ’T DO CHRISTMAS THIS YEAR  

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. What question often gets asked this time of year? 

2. What happens when we look at Christmas as something we “do” each year? 

3. This year at Christmas simply “receive.” 

 1.Receive God’s ___________________.  

 2. Receive God’s gift of a ____________________.  

 3. Receive God’s _______________ with a trusting heart. 

4. Why was Mary troubled and perplexed? 

5. How does God remind us that he favors us? 

6. Why does our sinful nature want us to be so busy at Christmas? 

7. What resume do you receive from God? From Jesus? 

8. Even though Mary couldn’t fully understand how God would accomplish his promises for her 

what amazing response did she give? 

9. For us the doing is easy. What’s the hardest part? 

10. What can we do this Christmas? 

 

TRUTH — Simply receive Christmas this year. 
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Please stand 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send 
the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you 
continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the 
works of the devil. 

Christians have used the Apostles’ Creed since the first century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you feel uncomfortable or have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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M: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our 
pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 

M: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use 
it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days 
before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son 
coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: AMEN. 
 
 
 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  



14 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

CLOSING SONG 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 

Join us for worship on Christmas Eve, December 24th, at 6:30pm either in-person or 
online as we celebrate Jesus’ birth. 
 
Keep the Christmas celebration going on the Sunday after Christmas, December 27, as 
we hold a Christmas lessons and carols service. 

 
 

Christmas Eve 2020—6:30PM (Dec 24) 
Living Hope will have both an online and in-person option at Springhill Suites for Christ-
mas Eve this year. Since this may be a service that has a slightly higher attendance re-
member to fill out the quick “worship check-in” form on our website to maintain safe 
capacity. Find our Christmas Eve event on Facebook and invite your friends and neigh-
bors to receive the joy of Christmas with you! 
 
 
Community Service Opportunity: Sleep in Heavenly Peace—Today 
Living Hope is assembling a team to help with a few bed deliveries this afternoon. It’s 
not too late to tag along if you’d like to help out. Just talk to pastor about joining in. 
 
The delivery gig includes bed assembly, so real hands-on volunteer-
ing! Families receiving beds have been pre-screened for Covid19 and 
assembly teams will wear masks while in the homes. The team will be 
assigned an experienced volunteer to train them.  
 
The delivery will be about a 3 hour time commitment. The likely start 
time today will be 1:00pm. 
 
 
 
Theology on Tap — Off for the rest of 2020 
We’ll take a short break from our midweek Theology on Tap over the Christmas holiday. 
We’ll pick back up in 2021. 
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Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process 
for finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even 
start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s 
no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and 
sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Or just contact pastor to jump into the class. New classes will begin on Tuesday nights 
in 2021. Reserve a spot today! 
 

 
 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

