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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time at Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Series: Expect More Out of Christmas 

The year 2020 has been a total flop. Every hopeful expectation we had was thrown out 
the window as the pandemic rolled in. Our expectations and hopes lasted through mid-
March but since then have flown away without a trace. 

But the end of 2020 can finish strong because Christmas is coming. It’s been a year of 
lowered expectations. But the joy of Christmas is untouchable. Our Savior brings gifts 
that outshine the losses of 2020. He brings light to a world without hope, comfort to 
the quarantined, and joy to the grieving. 

This year especially, expect more out of Christmas than you ever have. The message of 
Christmas will never disappoint.  God is with us!  The Savior is born! 
Jesus lives up to every expectation. 
 

Today’s Focus: The Greatest Gift Exchange  

A gift exchange usually involves setting a price limit. That way you can expect everyone 
will be getting gifts of equal value. But God has way overdone his gift exchange with us. 
He gives his one and only Son in exchange for us. He exchanges our spirit of despair 
with a garment of praise. He performs a prisoner exchange so that we can go free.  

You get to enjoy the greatest gift exchange every single year and every single day. The 
Savior born in the manger brings joy and freedom that lasts. 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life. 

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about  filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING HYMN 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION  

M: Dear friends, we are waiting and watching for the day when Christ will come again in 
glory.  

C: My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning.  Psalm 130:6 

M: Let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light by turning to our 
God for mercy and pardon.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have diso-
beyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to 
do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I 
am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have 
mercy on me, a sinner.  

M:  What God promised long ago through his prophets he has fulfilled in his Son, Jesus 
Christ. Christ came in human flesh: Immanuel, God with us. By his perfect life, he ful-
filled God’s law. By his innocent death, he paid sin’s penalty. By rising from the grave, he 
opened heaven’s door. Christ now comes to you through his words of light and life:  

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is called 
the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 

deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt 
21 but test them all; hold on to what is good, 22 reject every kind of evil. 

 23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. 

May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 

           

           NIV 
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Please stand 
 

GOSPEL John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify 
concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; 
he came only as a witness to the light.       

19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and 
Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not 
the Messiah.” 

21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” 

He said, “I am not.” 

“Are you the Prophet?” 

He answered, “No.” 

22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. 
What do you say about yourself?” 

23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the wil-
derness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’” 

24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if 
you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 

26 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. 27 He 
is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” 

28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
           NIV 

M: The gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise be to Christ.  
 

Please be seated 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE 
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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SERMON HYMN 
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SERMON Isaiah 61:1-3, 10, 11 

 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 

    because the Lord has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

    to proclaim freedom for the captives 

    and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 

    and the day of vengeance of our God, 

to comfort all who mourn, 
3     and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 

to bestow on them a crown of beauty 

    instead of ashes, 

the oil of joy 

    instead of mourning, 

and a garment of praise 

    instead of a spirit of despair. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

    a planting of the Lord 

    for the display of his splendor.  

 
10 I delight greatly in the Lord; 

    my soul rejoices in my God. 

For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 

    and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, 

as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 

    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the soil makes the sprout come up 

    and a garden causes seeds to grow, 

so the Sovereign Lord will make righteousness 

    and praise spring up before all nations.     NIV 
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THE GREATEST GIFT EXCHANGE  

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. What’s the expectation in a white elephant gift exchange? 

2. What 2 things does God give us to unwrap today? 

 _______________ and __________________________. 

3. How does Jesus fit in with these words from Isaiah 61? 

4. What syndrome do we suffer from? 

5. What 3 things does Jesus give you in exchange for ashes, mourning, and a spirit of despair? 

6. How does Jesus “put us back together again”? 

7. What reality would the Israelites face in the near future? 

8. What are we often held captive by? 

9. What does the “year of the Lord’s favor” refer to? 

10. Are we in the “year of the Lord’s favor” right now? 

My notes: 
 

 

 

 

TRUTH — God has way outdone himself this Christmas, like always. He’s gone 
far above and beyond what we expect and asks for nothing in return. 
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Please stand 

 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glori-
fied, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 

 

 

 

Christians have used the Nicene Creed since the third century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9). You are 
invited to share this confession of faith with us but please do not 
feel obligated if you feel uncomfortable or have more questions. 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Dear Lord, You sent John to proclaim the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Richly and daily forgive our sins and the sins of all believers. Gather and preserve Your Holy 
Christian Church by Your voice, and send us faithful preachers who will not deny but confess 
Your truth. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Dear Father, be the source of strength and comfort in every home. Bless the children of our 
families. Sanctify them completely, that they may be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Receive our thanks in every circumstance for Your kindness in Christ Jesus and the certain 
hope of the resurrection to eternal life with Him. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Give us faith to believe the New Covenant in Your blood, to seek Your Holy Supper for the for-
giveness of our sins, and to confess Your truth with honest hearts in communion with one an-
other at this altar today. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into Your hands, Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen  
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: AMEN. 
 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
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CLOSING SONG 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming services 

Next Sunday we’ll conclude our Advent series: Expect More Out of Christmas. 
 
 

Community Service Opportunity: Sleep in Heavenly Peace—December 20 
Living Hope is assembling a team to help with a few bed deliveries on Sunday December 
20th.  
 
The delivery gig includes bed assembly, so real hands-on volunteering! Families receiving 
beds have been pre-screened for Covid19 and assembly teams will wear masks while in 
the homes. The team will be assigned an experienced volunteer to train them.  
 
The delivery will be about a 3 hour time commitment. The likely start 
time on Sunday will be 1:00pm. 
 
Contact Ben Mattson or pastor if you'd like to be part of the delivery 
team on December 20th. More details about the meeting location 
and exact timeframe can than be coordinated. 
ben.mattson34@gmail.com 
pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com  
 
 
Theology on Tap — Meeting on December 16 @ 8pm 
Join us for a study of “Advent in Isaiah” this week. 
This will be an online course using Google Meet.  
 
To join the discussion just enter the link below into your internet 
browser: https://meet.google.com/cur-tuuz-vfy 

 
 
Holy Communion Instructions 
 Any members who feel comfortable partaking of the Lord’s Supper today are encour-
aged to stay after the service for a brief Holy Communion service. We’ll walk through 
the procedure prior to distributing. Pastor will wash his hands prior to distribution and 
we’ll have some other sanitary procedures to follow.  
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Christmas Eve 2020—6:30PM (Dec 24) 
Living Hope will have both an online and in-person option at Springhill Suites for 
Christmas Eve this year. Since this may be a service that has a slightly higher attend-
ance we will be having all attendees fill out a quick “worship check-in” form on our 
website to maintain safe capacity, especially since we’d love to have some others 
from our community join us. If spots fill up we will have the option of adding a later 
service to accommodate and keep a safe capacity. 
 

 
Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process 
for finding them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even 
start? How do I read the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s 
no better place to start than by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more 
about the course and sign up for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Or just contact pastor to jump into the class. 
 

 

Community Service Opportunity: Angel Tree—NEW 
This is more of an individual effort than a group community service activity, but this can be a 
great way to bring a ray of hope to a child this Christmas. Angel Tree allows families in need to 
submit Christmas lists for their children under 12 years old (or for “seniors” age 60 and up). 
 
To participate, you can “Adopt an Angel” by choosing a child or senior on the website and 
purchasing the items on their list. You can purchase items online and deliver them directly to 
the address on the website, or you can drop them off at one of the listed drop-off locations. 
Consider giving a gift to a child who may not otherwise be getting one this year.  
https://angeltreechattanooga.org/ 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

@livinghopechatt 
Hope for everyday! 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics

