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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time at Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

 

 

Service of Lessons and Carols  

Our worship today is an adaptation of the Lessons and Carols service traditionally held at King's 
College, Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year. Lessons and Carols was first held on 
Christmas Eve, 1918. 

 

Worship Theme 

Our Christmas focus, “The Greatest Gift,” is found in every lesson and song. The progression of 
lessons and songs gradually reveals more and more about this greatest gift. Imagine yourself as 
someone who over centuries is trying to figure out the nature of God’s gift. Or, if the readings 
are not familiar to you, let the meaning of God’s gift become clearer and clearer to you as you 
hear each lesson and sing each song. 

Today we see God’s gift, in the words of the first hymn, “in that poor, lowly stable, with the 
oxen standing by.” By trusting what God’s gift means for us, we look forward to seeing that gift 
in heaven where God’s “praise will sound” for all eternity!  

 

 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

The Greatest Gift 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life. 

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about  filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located in the main lobby area.  

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
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OPENING HYMN—Once in Royal David’s City 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister: Brothers and sisters, in this Christmas season it is our duty and delight to 
hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to Bethlehem 
and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us, 
the Christ-child, lying in a manger. 

Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the 
first days after our fall, and into the birth and glorious redemption brought to us by 
this Holy Child. Let us hear how peace was lost, and how peace is restored. 

C: Bless us, Lord, in our worship. Amen.  

M: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.            Isaiah 9:2  

C: The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.      John 1:5  

M: On those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.         Isaiah 9:2b  

C: We have seen his glory, the glory of the only Son, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.                 John 1:14  

M: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.              Isaiah 9:6  

C: In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.              John 1:4  

M: Dear friends, let us join with the angels in praising the Lord: “Today in the town of 
David, a Savior has been born to you!”  

C: “He is Christ the Lord!”                 Luke 2:11  

M: “Glory to God in the highest!”  

C: “And on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests!”                 Luke 2:14  
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FIRST LESSON Genesis 3:8-15 

 
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the gar-
den in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 
9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 
10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 
11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from?” 
12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the 
tree, and I ate it.” 
13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you 
above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all 
the days of your life. 
15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
 
HYMN Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
 

Stanza 3 speaks of the need for God’s gift and the ultimate “opening” of that gift: “Death was reigning o’er 

us…till he opened for us a bright eternity.” 

god promises a needed gift 
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SECOND LESSON    Isaiah 11:1-9 

 

god’s gift is described 

A shoot will come up from the stump of 
Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear 
fruit. 2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on 
him— 
    the Spirit of wisdom and of  
       understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of 
       the Lord— 
3 and he will delight in the fear of 
the Lord. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his 
eyes, or decide by what he hears with his 
ears; 4 but with righteousness he will 
judge the needy, with justice he will give 
decisions for the poor of the earth. He 
will strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth; with the breath of his lips he will 
slay the wicked. 

5 Righteousness will be his belt and  
    faithfulness the sash around his waist. 
6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 
    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
    the calf and the lion and the 
yearling together; 
    and a little child will lead them. 
7 The cow will feed with the bear,  
    their young will lie down together, 
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 
    and the young child will put its hand into 
the viper’s nest. 
9 They will neither harm nor destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 
the sea. 
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HYMN Joy to the World 
 

This familiar hymn echoes thoughts from the lesson as we jubilantly sing about God’s gift. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRD LESSON    Micah 5:2-4 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, 
out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
 in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. 

 

god reveals where his gift will appear 
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HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Not to a palace in a city does God send his gift, but to an obscure village. “How silently the wondrous gift is 

given.” 
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FOURTH LESSON   Luke 1:26-38 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who 
are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 
be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 
God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of 
his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never 
end.” 

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered, 
“The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So 
the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going 
to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth 
month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the 
angel left her.. 

 

HYMN Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
God’s gift is born of the virgin Mary but begotten by the Father from eternity. Note how this hymn com-
ments both on Mary (stanza 2) and the many prophecies from earlier centuries (stanza 3).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

god’s gift comes through a miracle 
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FIFTH LESSON Matthew 1:18-25 
 

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to 
be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant 
through the Holy Spirit.19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did 
not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20 But 
after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place 
to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 24 When Jo-
seph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary 
home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a 
son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

Children are invited up to the front row for a special message addressed specially to them.  

the gift is god with us 
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HYMN What Child Is This 
The Christ child was humble looking and yet he was praised by men and angels. His bed was with the cattle 
but he was given gifts fit for a king. 
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SIXTH LESSON Luke 2:1-7 
 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syr-
ia.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 
town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to regis-
ter with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they 
were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a 
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest 
room available for them. 

 

 

HYMN From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 
Martin Luther’s Christmas hymn beautifully proclaims the good news, the gospel, of Jesus arriving in our 
world to give us all the gifts God has prepared for us. 

god’s gift arrives 
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SEVENTH LESSON Luke 2:8-20 
 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a 
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 
about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the man-
ger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them 
about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 
19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were 
just as they had been told. 

 
HYMN Angels We Have Heard on High 

“Glory to God in the highest!” This is what the angels cried out that first Christmas and so we 
sing the same today with one well -known Latin phrase, “Gloria in excelsis Deo!”  

god’s gift is celebrated 
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offering 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website: livinghopechatt.com/give 

 

 
blessing 
 
M: We welcome our greatest gift.  
 We welcome our newborn king.  
 We welcome our Savior, Jesus.  
He now sends you out into your lives with his blessing—the blessing of God Almighty 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—be upon you and remain with you always. 

 
C: Amen. 

 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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CLOSING HYMN—Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Holy Communion Instructions 
 Any members who feel comfortable partaking of the Lord’s Supper today are encouraged to 
stay after the service for a brief Holy Communion service. We’ll walk through the procedure 
prior to distributing. Pastor will wash his hands prior to distribution and we’ll have some 
other sanitary procedures to follow.  

 

Upcoming Services 
 Next week we will welcome a guest pastor, Wayne Uhlhorn. Pastor Uhlhorn is pastor Eric’s 

father in law and serves the WELS as a Home Missions Counselor. 

 Sundays in January and February will focus on our church’s vision for the new year and 
brighter days ahead. 

Hope for everyday! 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

 @livinghopechatt 


