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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time at Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

 

 

Service of Lessons and Carols  

Today, we’ll ponder a little longer on short lessons from God’s Word that highlight 
what our Savior has done for us by coming to be “with us” at Christmas. 

We’ll praise the Prince of Peace with joyful Christmas carols as we extend the cheerful 
noises of Christmas. 

 

Worship Theme: the Candles of Christmas 

Maybe you’ve noticed in the weeks leading up to Christmas we set out an Advent 
wreath. The wreath itself, a circle, represents the unending love of God. Evergreens 
adorning the wreath symbolize the living hope of eternal life. The four candles set in 
the wreath represent the four Sundays until Christmas. Sometimes a fifth candle is 
added in the center of the wreath: the Christ candle.  

The lighting of the candles each week in Advent marks the growing anticipation for the 
birth of Christ, the Light of the World.  

Today we’ll ponder the story each of those candles on the Advent wreath tells. 

 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

God With Us 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will     

center you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about  filling up God 

with praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include participa-

tion of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use the restrooms or lobby at any time during the service. 

• A quiet nursery is available for nursing mothers and small children out the right-hand 

side of the worship space. A Kid’s Zone is also available out the left-hand side of the 

worship space just past the info corner. Feel free to use those spaces during worship. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right.  

• Kid activity bags are available and will be sanitized each week. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027  
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OPENING HYMN—Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

Minister: Brothers and sisters, in this Christmas season it is our duty and delight to 
hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to Bethlehem 
and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us, 
the Christ-child, lying in a manger. 

Congregation: Bless us, Lord, in our worship. Amen.  

M: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.            Isaiah 9:2  

C: The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.      John 1:5  

M: On those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.         Isaiah 9:2b  

C: We have seen his glory, the glory of the only Son, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.                 John 1:14  

M: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.              Isaiah 9:6  

C: In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.              John 1:4  

M: Dear friends, let us join with the angels in praising the Lord: “Today in the town of 
David, a Savior has been born to you!”  

C: “He is Christ the Lord!”                 Luke 2:11  

M: “Glory to God in the highest!”  

C: “And on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests!” Amen!               Luke 2:14  

 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Children are invited to come forward into the front row for the children’s message. They will be 
given a special message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 
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FIRST LESSON Isaiah 49:1-3, 5-6 

“Before I was born the Lord called me;  
 from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name.  
2 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me;  
 he made me into a polished arrow  and concealed me in his quiver.  
3 He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.”  
 

5 And now the Lord says— 
    he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to bring Jacob back to him 
    and gather Israel to himself, 
for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord and my God has been my strength— 
6 he says: 
“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant 
    to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 
    that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”    NIV 

 
 
 
We light one candle now 
The Prophets’ Candle kindles bright 
Dispelling darkness, Jesus comes 
And warms us with his holy light. 
 
We enter Christmas silence here; 
We pause and set this time apart 
To search the ancient prophecies 
Of hope for every human heart. 
 
We think of Eden’s promise sure; We hear Isaiah’s prophecy, 
We think of Abram’s starry night; The promises of love and peace: 
We think of David’s greater Son, This Christ will come to rescue us, 
The Branch, the King of kings, the Light. Forgive, renew, and set us free. 

Prophecy candle 

Also called the Hope Candle, 
this violet candle symbolizes 
the Old Testament prophecies 
of Christ’s coming. 



7 

 

 
HYMN Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

 

god’s gift is described 
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SECOND LESSON    Luke 1:68-69,79 

 
68 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 
    because he has come to his people and redeemed them. 
69 He has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
    in the house of his servant David... 
 
79 ...to shine on those living in darkness 
    and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the path of peace.”      NIV 

 
 
 
 
We light two candles now 
The Bethlehem Candle kindles bright. 
Dispelling darkness, Jesus comes 
And warms us with his holy light. 
 
We think of little Bethlehem 
A mere two thousand years ago 
The busy streets, the crowded inn, 
And what the people didn’t know: 
 
That in a stable God was born We ponder in this quiet hour 
And laid upon a bed of hay. The wondrous miracle has come: 
The virgin wrapped him, kept him warm: All nature kneels and time stands still 
Divinity in such a place! To see the birth of God’s own Son. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bethlehem candle 

Also called the Peace Candle, 
this violet candle symbolizes 
the birth of Jesus to the Virgin 
Mary in the town of Bethlehem. 
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HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem 
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THIRD LESSON    Luke 2:8-12 
 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be 
a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”   
   NIV 
 
 
 
 

We light three candles now 
The Shepherds’ Candle kindles bright. 
Dispelling darkness, Jesus comes 
And warms us with his holy light. 
 
We see the shepherds on the hill 
Who heard the angels’ “Gloria,” 
Who ran to find the holy Child 
And knelt in gratitude and awe. 
 
The shepherds were not slow to trust Let’s wrap ourselves in shepherds’ cloaks 
The angels’ unexpected word, And search for the most holy Boy. 
Nor were those shepherds shy to share Let’s kneel and worship, pray and praise 
The miracle they’d seen and heard. And share with all the world this joy. 
 

 

 

 

 

Shepherds’ candle 

Also called the Joy Candle, this 
rose-colored candle symbolizes 
the coming of the Savior into 
the hearts and lives of         
believers, like the shepherds 
and like us. 
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HYMN Where Shepherds Lately Knelt 

 
 

FOURTH LESSON   Luke 1:26-38 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying,  
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
    and on earth peace  to those on whom his favor rests.”   NIV 

Angels’ candle 
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We light four candles now 
The Angels’ Candle kindles bright. 
Dispelling darkness, Jesus comes 
And warms us with his holy light. 
 
As angels sang the stars awake 
On that first joyful Christmas night, 
So one day soon they will announce 
The second coming of the Christ. 
 
Once Christmas changed all history; With angels ‘round his glorious throne 
Now history waits for change again. And trumpet peals that split the sky, 
We hold our breath and watch the skies Our King will come to bring us home 
For all the earth is Bethlehem. And wrap us in his shimmering light. 

 

 
HYMN Angels We Have Heard On High 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Also called the Good News 
Candle, this violet candle    
symbolizes the final glorious 
coming of the Savior with all his 
angels on the Last Day. 
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FIFTH LESSON Romans 5:15-16 
15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one 
man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one 
man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16 Nor can the gift of God be compared with 
the result of one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, 
but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification.   
 

 

We light five candles now 
The Christmas Candle kindles bright 
Dispelling darkness, Jesus comes 
And warms us with his holy light. 
 
The manger marks the earthly start 
Of heaven’s plan to save the lost, 
For Bethl’em leads to Calvary, 
And manger soon becomes a cross. 
 
This Jesus comes to save the world, And so we make a cradle new 
To mend the places torn apart, Inside our hearts to hold God’s Son. 
To bring true peace, to heal, redeem, We pray, “Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
To bind up every broken heart. Fill us with light! Lord Jesus, come!” 

This white candle symbolizes 
the day of Jesus’ birth, the  
coming we’ve ben waiting for, 
the advent of Jesus, the Light of 
the world. 

Christ candle 
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HYMN From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 

 

offering 
We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support Gospel 
work here and around the world. If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. 
This service is our free gift to you!  We will not be passing any offering plates at this time. 
Please deposit your offerings in the basket near the exit as you leave today. Thank you! 
You can also go online to give with our Paypal button on the website:  livinghopechatt.com/give 
Or give from your phone using the QR code below. 
 
 
prayer 
 
 
 

https://livinghopechatt.com/give
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blessing 

M: We welcome our greatest gift.  
 We welcome our newborn king.  
 We welcome our Savior, Jesus.  
He now sends you out into your lives with his blessing—the blessing of God Almighty 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—be upon you and remain with you always. 

 
C: Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN—Go Tell It On the Mountain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Holy Communion Instructions 
 Any members who’d like to partake of the Lord’s Supper today are encouraged to stay after 
the service for a brief Holy Communion service.  That brief service will begin at 11:25 after 
fellowship time. 

 
Upcoming Services 

Sundays in January — We worship every Sunday at 10:00AM here at our new facility. 
Plan to join us in the new year as we get settled in our new space and put together im-
provement plans to make this space even more our own! 
 

Foundations Bible Study 
We all want answers to life’s biggest questions. But the process for finding 
them often seems a bit intimidating. Where do I even start? How do I read 
the Bible? Will I even understand it? There’s no better place to start than 
by jumping into a Foundations Class. 
 
Check out the “Bible Basics” page on our website to hear more about the course and sign up 
for a study slot. https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics  
Contact pastor to jump into the course.  New group classes will begin in January 2022! 
 

Connection Cards 
Filling out a connection card will allow us to get your valuable feedback on our     worship 
service. We also want the opportunity to give you a free Christmas gift— a Living Hope 
“swag bag,” filled with goodies. Please leave your connection card in the offering plate by 
the sanctuary entrance, thanks! 
If you’re watching online please fill out an online attendance form. You can find a link to the 
online connection card in our livestream page or on the homepage. 
https://livinghopechatt.com/worship/online-connect-card 

Hope for everyday! 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

 /livinghopechatt 

 @livinghopechatt 

https://livinghopechatt.com/bible-basics
https://livinghopechatt.com/worship/online-connect-card

