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We’re so glad you decided to worship with us today. You could have chosen to be anywhere 

this morning, and you chose to spend your time with Living Hope. Thank you! It’s an honor to 

have you here and to have the chance to fill you with hope. Welcome to Living Hope.  

Current Series: the Book of Joel—Clarity in Calamity 

When disaster strikes—when the world feels stripped bare and life seems out of control—

where is God? The book of Joel begins with devastation: locusts, drought, and despair. Yet 

through the chaos, God speaks with surprising clarity. Joel calls God’s people not to panic, but 

to return—to repent, to renew hope, and to rediscover God’s faithfulness. 

In this series, Clarity in Calamity, we’ll journey through Joel’s powerful message of warning and 

restoration. We’ll see how God uses crisis to call his people closer, how repentance opens the 

door to renewal, and how the promise of the Spirit gives hope beyond destruction. 

Even in the ruins, God’s voice cuts through the noise—offering direction, mercy, and a future 

filled with his presence. 

 

Today’s Focus: Call on the Name that Saves  

One of the hallmarks of the Lutheran Reformation over 500 years ago are 3 phrases that center 

people back on the main message of the Bible. The phrases are “Grace Alone, Faith Alone, and 

Scripture Alone.” Today we get to look at the concept of “Faith Alone” as the prophet Joel 

clearly points us to faith in our saving God that delivers us! It’s Reformation Sunday with a Joel 

twist! 

 

 

 

 

welcome to 

WORSHIP  

CURRENT SERIES INFO 
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ABOUT LIVING HOPE 

Living Hope Lutheran Church is a brand new mission church on Chattanooga’s east side.  We are funded 

by and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a collection of over 1,300 churches 

across the United States and Canada.   

Living Hope succeeds in its mission when hope forever in Jesus brings hope for every day in life.  

For more on our mission, background, and beliefs just visit our website: livinghopechatt.com  

 

ABOUT WORSHIP 

Worship at Living Hope is designed to fill you with hope! The message you hear at Living Hope will cen-

ter you on your Savior, Jesus, and what he's done for you.  Worship isn't just about filling up God with 

praise. Worship is all about God filling you with good news!   

 

We follow a basic order of service, called the liturgy. In the message,  in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news 

(gospel) about Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include               

participation of those in attendance.   

• Feel free to get up to use restrooms at any time during the service. 

• Restrooms are located around the corner to your right. 

• A nursery is available for small children out the left-hand side of the worship space. 
Just look for the Kid’s Zone sign just past the info corner by the main entrance. Feel 
free to use that space during worship. The service will be livestreamed into the room.  

• Kid activity bags are available on a table by the entrance to the sanctuary. 

• Please fill out a connection card. It’s our best way to stay in touch with you and thank 
  you for joining us today! You’ll find connection cards on the table at the entrance. 

 

• Everything you need to enjoy today’s worship will be found in this Worship Folder. 
  Songs will also be found on the screen. 

 
 

Show friends where you are—check in! 

/livinghopechatt 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-730027 and CCLI A-21626251 
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Reformation Song CW 877 sts. 1–2, Ref, 3–5 
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4 By grace alone we have been saved; 

    all that we are has come from you. 

Hearts that were once by sin enslaved 

    now by your pow’r have been made new. (Refrain) 

 

5 And on this Reformation Day 

    we join with saints of old to sing; 

we lift our hearts as one in praise: 

    glory to Christ our gracious King. (Refrain) 

Text: Tim Chester, b. 1967; Bob Kauflin, b. 1955 
Tune: Tim Chester, b. 1967; Bob Kauflin, b. 1955 
Text and tune: © 2017 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 730027  

 
 

 

Call to Worship 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 

though its waters roar and foam, 

though the mountains tremble at its swelling.                                  Psalm 46:1–3 
 

The name of the Triune God and sign of the 
cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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Confession & Absolution 

The prophet Joel cries out, 

“Even now,” declares the Lord, “Return to me with all your heart, with fasting, 

with weeping, and with mourning.” 

Let us return to the Lord, who is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love. 

Merciful Lord, 

 we confess that we have turned away from you. 

Like the people in Joel’s day, 

 we have ignored your warnings, 

 trusted in our own strength, 

 and failed to live as your people. 

We have allowed our hearts to grow dry, 

 our prayers to grow faint, and our compassion to fade. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Tear open our hearts so they may be healed. 

Renew in us a right spirit, 

 and restore to us the joy of Your salvation. 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Hear the good news from the prophet Joel: 

“I will pour out my Spirit on all people… And everyone who calls on the name of 

the Lord shall be saved.”         Joel 2:28, 32 

In Jesus Christ, the promise is fulfilled— 

God has turned his face toward us in mercy. 

Your sins are forgiven, 

 your heart is made new, 

 and the Spirit of life is poured out upon you. 

Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

In every worship service we confess 
our sins then cling to the forgiveness 
that Jesus gives us. Confession is 
called the “heartbeat of the Christian.” 
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By Grace I’m Saved CW 575 sts. 2, 5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christian L. Scheidt, 1709–1761, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Cornelius H. Dretzel, 1697–1775 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temp-

tations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the church your 

saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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GOD’S WORD 

Epistle Reading Galatians 5:1–6 

 1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 

yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 

 2Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, 

Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3Again I declare to every man who lets him-

self be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4You who are try-

ing to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen 

away from grace. 5For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteous-

ness for which we hope. 6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumci-

sion has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through 

love. 

 

 
Please Stand 
 

Gospel John 8:31–36 

 31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, 

you are really my disciples. 32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set 

you free.” 

 33They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been 

slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 

 34Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35Now 

a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36So 

if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
 

The gospel of the Lord 

Praise be to Christ! 
 

Please be seated 

The Gospel centers our worship as it shares with us the good news about Christ. 
We stand out of respect for our Savior as we hear about his words and deeds 
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Children's Message 

Children are invited to come forward into the front for the children’s message. They will be given a spe-
cial message designed just for them that ties in with the sermon. 

 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God CW 863 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. composite 
Tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Reading Joel 2:32 

32And everyone who calls 

 on the name of the Lord will be saved; 

for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 

 there will be deliverance, 

 as the Lord has said, 

even among the survivors 

 whom the Lord calls. 

 

Call on the Name that Saves 

Questions to consider while hearing the sermon: 

1. How many verses are included in the prophet Joel’s guide to surviving Judgment 

 Day? 

  



11 

 

2. What is the first question to answer?  

  

3. This verse is the prophet Joel’s version of “salvation by __________ _________.” 

  

4. In the Christian faith what teaching is at the “hub of the bicycle wheel”? 

  

5. What is the second question to answer?  

  

6. What comfort is drawn from the account of the man on the cross next to Jesus? 

  

7. What is the third question to answer?  

  

8. What is “Jerusalem” and “Zion” referring to in our modern day? 

  

9. What is the fourth question to answer?  

  

10. What striking play on words does Joel use in this verse? 

 

11. How much of our journey to faith and salvation is God responsible for? 

 

Discussion questions:                (for Theology on Tap) 

1. How might remembering this verse—“Everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved”—change the way you face future crises or “calamities”?  

2. Jerusalem and Palestine are the center of a lot of attention these days. How does 

our discussion of the references for “Jerusalem and Zion” help you better approach 

that topic in a Biblical way? 

3. How does understanding that God calls us first deepen your appreciation for 

grace? (sometimes this is called the doctrine of election) 

4. Take turns finishing this sentence: “Because I call on the name that saves, I 

can…”  
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God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage CW 640 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783–1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich O. Reuter, 1863–1924 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

Christians have used the Nicene Creed since the fourth century to 
unite themselves together and to obey God’s invitation to “confess 
with our mouth and believe with our hearts” (Romans 10:9).  
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not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

Offering 

We collect offerings out of thanks for what God has done for us so that we can support gospel work 
here and around the world. You can give using the envelope provided in your worship folder. You’ll also 
find instructions there for how to give online if you’d prefer. Thank you for supporting our gospel     
ministry! If you are a guest with us don’t feel obligated to contribute. This service is our free gift to you! 

 
 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty and eternal God, when the set time had come, you sent your Son, our 

Lord Jesus Christ, to take our place under the demands of the law and endure the 

just punishment for our sins. You raised him from death in glorious splendor and 

for his sake, you richly and daily forgive sins. 

Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 
  

When the set time had come, you poured out your Spirit on your people and called 

them to proclaim the gospel to every creature. Equipped and encouraged, they 

carried the story of salvation to all the world.  

The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice. 

Praying the prayer of the church is a time when we 
can pray for people in all kinds of circumstances 
and for the work of God’s church on earth. 
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When the set time had come, you raised up your servant Martin Luther to destroy 

the idols of the medieval age and to restore the pure teaching of the Scriptures. 

You granted power and success to the proclamation of the gospel, and your holy 

Church grew and prospered throughout the world.  

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 

   

Let this be the time when you renew us again by Word and Sacrament, when you 

reform our hearts and minds, and when you restore to us the joy of fellowship 

and service. Grant to us in this age and in this place the courage of the apostles, 

the steadfastness of the reformers, and the dedication of the fathers of our 

church’s past. 

May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never 

leave us or forsake us. 

  

Let this be a time to imitate the kind-hearted souls in our church who served the 

sick, helped the disabled, cared for the abandoned, and comforted the dying. Pro-

vide occasions to serve them and times to pray for them. Keep all your children in 

your powerful and gracious care. 

As we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 

belong to the family of believers. 

  

Let this be a time when we recommit ourselves to the ministry of the gospel of 

your Son. Let us find joy in our unity, zeal for our work, and, if it is your will, suc-

cess in our labor. And give us faith to take up again the trumpet none can silence 

or mistake and grant us courage to proclaim once more for all the world to hear: 

The feast is ready! Come to the feast! 

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us, that 

your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations. 
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Let this time and all our times be used to give thanks for your grace in Christ and 

to praise you for calling us into your mission to save.  

Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love and establish the work of our 

hands. Amen.  

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
To our worship guests seeking an altar at which to commune: Since the Lord’s Supper is an expression 

of outward unity in the faith as well as an inner union with Christ, we ask that those who are not   

communicant members of our fellowship please schedule a meeting with the pastor before coming to 

the Lord’s Table. We ask this in loving obedience to the Scriptures and not in judgment of anyone’s 

faith, sincerity or standing before God. If you’d still like to come up to receive a blessing you are      

welcome to do so! See the announcement about our communion practice at the back of this worship 

folder for more info as well. 

 

Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

When Jesus’ disciples asked him how to pray he gave them the 
words of this prayer. (Matt. 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4) Since Jesus 
advises we pray this way, we say “The Lord’s Prayer” every Sunday. 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who in blessing his saints of the past has given us assurance and hope 

that, following their example, we may run the race marked out for us and receive 

the crown of glory that will never fade away. Therefore, with all the saints on 

earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus 

 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
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Words of Institution 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Distribution 

Personal Prayer: Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious 
food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you remain in me, so 
that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to others. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 

M: Brothers and sisters go in peace. 

              Live in harmony with one another; serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

        The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

        The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.        

C: Amen. 

 

As you wait to go up to the table take some 
moments to examine your heart. 
Acknowledge sin. Trust God’s forgiveness 
through Christ. Recognize the real presence 
of Jesus’ body and blood together with the 
bread and wine. (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) 

The historical “blessing of Aaron” 
(Numbers 6:24-26) has been spoken 
over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  
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O God, Our Help in Ages Past CW 820 

 

 
 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    soon bears us all away; 

we fly forgotten, as a dream 

    dies at the op’ning day. 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, abr., alt. 
Tune: William Croft, 1678–1727 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Acknowledgments 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Upcoming Services  
Current worship series  - Clarity in Calamity: the Book of Joel. In this series we’ll journey 
through Joel’s powerful message of warning and restoration. We’ll see how God uses crisis to 
call his people closer, how repentance opens the door to renewal, and how the promise of 
the Spirit gives hope beyond destruction.  
Next week: All Saints’ Sunday with a Joel twist 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    our hope for years to come, 

still be our guard while troubles last 

    and our eternal home! 
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Thank you to today’s musicians and vocalists! 
Gretchen Bassett; piano — Jordyn Mueller; trumpet 
 

Sunday School and Bible Study—After worship at 11:30 
Sunday School for children and Sunday Study will take place after worship today. The adults are 
doing a study on the book of Judges called Broken Saviors as we take a deep dive into a very 
rich and messy book of the Bible full of applications for us today. 
Children will meet with their appropriate age groups and are taught by a team of teachers   
with full background checks. 
 

Oktoberfest thank you! 
Thank you to all of our awesome Oktoberfest volunteers who made the event such a success! 
We had close to 400 people attend! We especially thank Melissa Turner, Jenny Hynson, and 
Jennifer Melso who were the brains behind the event and did tons of planning and prepping. 
What a great way to meet more faces in our community! 
 

Theology on Tap—Tuesday October 28 @ 7:00PM 
Grab a drink. Grab a bite to eat. Get a taste for good theology and good conversation in a laid 
back setting.  Each week we'll take a deeper look at Sundays sermon content and discuss how 
to apply that message to everyday life.  
 Theology on Tap meets at Lupi’s Pizza in Cambridge Square.  
 9454 Bradmore Ln. Suite 109—Cambridge Square, Ooltewah 
 

Living Hope Men’s Group—Next session: Monday, November 3 @ 7:00AM 
The Living Hope men’s group will be meeting every other Monday morning at 7am at Panera 
Bread on Gunbarrel Rd. The group will discuss a wide variety of topics that address men living 
as citizens of the kingdom of heaven in a fallen world. Men of all ages are invited. 
Panera Bread—1810 Gunbarrel Road—Chattanooga, TN 37421 
 

Foundations Bible Study 
If you’re interested in membership here at Living Hope, Foundations is our “next step” class, 
but even if you’re not interested in membership, you’ll find it to be a good overview of what 
God has to say to you in his Word. If you’re interested in attending the course just check the 
box on your connection envelope that says “I’d like to attend a membership class” in order to 
jump into a new group class or individual class. There are both in-person or online classes avail-
able! In person classes are available on Saturdays at 11:00am at church.  
Online classes are available on Thursdays at 8:00pm. Message pastor for a class link. 

 
Members’ Minute 
Birthday Blessings: Kelly Dillard—October 27 Jeanette Hanks—November 1  
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New Small Group!—”Hands of Hope”  
“Hands of Hope” is Living Hope’s newest small group. This is a service focused group with       
members working together to clean and maintain our church facilities, as well as supporting    
other small projects. The group will meet twice a month on Thursday mornings at 10 a.m. (for 
approximately 2 hours or less) and is open to all members: retired, near-retired, or anyone who 
has free time! This is a budgeted group, so in addition to the work time there will be a time of 
fellowship with lunch provided afterward at a restaurant. Next meeting: 11/6/25 at 10am 
Contact coordinator: Gretchen Bassett, 423-584-1981, gretchen.bassett@gmail.com 
 
Connection Envelopes 

We’d love to get your valuable feedback on our worship service today. If this is your first time at 
Living Hope we also want the opportunity to give you a gift to say “thanks for being our guest!” 
You can place your connection envelopes in the offering plate as it passes or in the basket locat-
ed at the entrance of the sanctuary. Also feel free to just hand it to pastor. 

 
Communion at Living Hope 

Communion is important to us at Living Hope and we seek to honor the biblical view of close 

communion. Before coming up for communion, all adults should ask themselves these questions:  

1. Do you confess your sins and seek to turn away from the sins you confessed? 

2. Do you recognize that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the only way sin is forgiven?  

3. Do you recognize that in the Sacrament you receive Jesus’ true body and true blood along 

with the bread and the wine? (1 Corinthians 11:27-29 + 1 Corinthians 10:15-17) 

4. Do you believe that the Bible IS God’s inspired Word and does not just contain some truths of 

God?  

5. Do you believe that Living Hope Lutheran Church teaches only the truth of God based on His 
inspired Word?  (A summary of these teachings is taught in the Foundations course.)  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Eric Melso 

423-933-2452 

pastormelso@livinghopechatt.com 

www.livinghopechatt.com  

              
HOPE FOR EVERYDAY 

Service Teams — This week 
 Sunday Setup Team—Mayer 
 Snack Provider—Cundiffs 
 Ushers—Frizzell, Marshall 

Acolyte—Emi Ludwig 

Service Teams — Next week Nov 2 
 Sunday Setup Team—Marshall 
 Snack Provider—Hansen, Turner 
 Ushers—Open 

Acolyte—Natalie Melso 


