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Activity:  Serve Others 

 
Teaching Goal: Christians are called to share the Good News of 
 Christ at home, in the community and around the 
 world. 
 
Scripture: Romans 12:10  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Honor one 
 another above yourselves. 
 
 John 13:35  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love 
 one another. 
 

Acts 1:8  You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

 
Materials: 5 pennies 
 Bright color finger nail polish or permanent markers 

  
I. Play theme song 
II. Pray 
III. Review last lesson 
IV. Lesson and discussion 
 
ü Words written in bold are when the leader is speaking.  Feel free to use your own words. 
 
A.  After Jesus was raised from the dead and right before he went back 
through the clouds to heaven, Jesus gave those who believe in him the Great 
Commission!  Jesus said, “I  want you to tel l  others about me in Jerusalem, 
and in all  Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
Jerusalem is the city where the believers l ived.  Judea was the region or state 
in which they l ived.  Samaria was a state next to Judea.  “To the ends of the 
earth” means everyone in the world.   
 
When Jesus said to be His witness (What is a witness?) in Jerusalem, He was 
saying to tell  those closest to you—family and close friends—about Jesus. 
 
B.  First,  our family and friends need to know that we are Christians.  If  our 
fr iends have questions about Jesus and they know that we are Christians, 
then they can ask us.   
 
Think of a sport or activity that you really love to do.  Baseball, singing, collecting, 
etc.  Do your family members and close friends know you l ike to do this 
activity?  Why?  Because they see you doing it or talking about it.  In the same way, 
do your family and close friends know you love Jesus?  Do they see you doing 
what the Bible says and talking about Jesus?  

 



 
C.  ACTIVITY #1:  Using finger nail polish or permanent markers, color the five pennies a 
bright color.  Be as creative as you want but try to make the colors bright.  While the pennies 
are being colored and drying, have the following discussion: 
 
In addition to talking  about Jesus, the Bible tells us that our actions  can help 
our fr iends see Jesus.  
 
In Paul’s letter to the Romans he says, “Be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourselves.” 
 
John, the disciples of Jesus, wrote, “By this all  men wil l  know that you are my 
disciples, if  you love one another.” 
 
Our fr iends and family wil l  notice if  our actions are different. 
 
Situation #1:  You get a new toy/game that you love!  A few minutes after 
getting the toy/game, a friend (brother or sister) says, “Hey, can I see it?”  
Most children wil l  say, “No.”  It ’s hard to share something new and 
something that you love.  What if  you said, “Sure.  You can see it for f ive 
minutes and then I’ l l  play with it .”  That would be different!  You would be 
showing love instead of self ishness. 
 
Situation #2:  There is a new student in your class at school.  It  would be 
easy to ignore the new student and just hang out with your fr iends.  What if  
you invited the student to sit with you at lunch or join your game at recess?  
That would be different!  You would be showing friendship. 
 
Can you think of a situation where being l ike Jesus—loving, serving, caring, 
giving—would be different?  Give each family member a situation and see if they can 
create their own example of loving, serving, caring or giving. 
 
#1:  You are a faster bike rider than your brother/sister. 
#2:  You and your fr iend are having cookies for a snack and there are only 
three cookies left.  
#3:  Accidentally,  you broke your brother/sisters toy. 
#4:  Your grandma gave you $10 for your birthday!  In Sunday School, you 
hear about a family that doesn’t have any food.  
#5:  You wanted your favorite food for dinner; instead, your mom has worked 
hard to f ix a meal that you don’t l ike. 
 
D.  ACTIVITY #2:  Tomorrow we are going to practice being l ike Jesus with our 
actions.  Love is putting the needs of others ahead of our own.  Start each 
day with the five colorful pennies in your right pocket.  During the day, stop 
and think about how your actions could be different—different in a way that 
would be l ike Jesus.  When you change your actions and choose to be loving, 
serving, caring, or giving with your actions then transfer one of the pennies 
to your other pocket. 
 



By the end of the day, try to transfer all  f ive pennies from your right pocket 
to your left pocket. 
 
Explain to the children that they want to transfer the pennies without others seeing what 
they are doing.  Avoid bragging or pointing out how good their actions are.   
 
At the end the day, a parent will talk one-on-one with each child to see if they transferred the 
pennies.  Ask the child to share one example so that you can tell if they understand the 
activity.  You do not need to hear about all five actions.  Help the child learn that “Jesus 
knows” and that is the most important thing.  See if the child wants to do the penny transfer 
again the next day. 
 
E.  Before closing in prayer, role model a simple situation, where you choose to be different—
loving, serving, caring, or giving.  For example, you might put something away or clean the 
table for another family member.  Show them how you transfer the penny and explain that 
you were giving them an example. 
 
V. Memorize:  
 
   Serving others is fun to do 
   Even if  only God sees you. 
 
VI. Close in Prayer  

 
VII.             Pass It On:  Make an extra copy of this lesson and pass it on to another family.  
 


