
HOPE • Waiting While Anticipating What God Will Do 
When people talk about hoping they usually mean they’re anxiously wishing. 
The biblical authors speak of hope in Christ with expectation and certainty. 

• What all is involved in the Christian hope and why is it worth the wait? 
• What are ways we can keep our hope alive as time passes and life changes? 

PEACE • Putting The Pieces Back Together 
The Old Testament spoke of a covenant of peace. Jesus is prophesied to be the 
Prince of Peace. And we are called to be peacemakers in a conflicted world. 

• What is the biblical concept of peace that Jews refer to as Shalom? How does 
this compare and contrast with how we typically think of peace today? 

• How can the gospel bring peace into our lives yet also bring much conflict? 

JOY • Abiding Satisfaction That Rests In The Work Of God 
In his letters to churches Paul frequently commands Christians to rejoice. This 
isn’t always easy. We’re not only called to live faithfully, but to live joyfully. 

• Who is someone in your life you would describe as joyful or joy-filled? Why? 
• How does a person live joyfully even when they don’t seem to feel joyful? 

LOVE • Not Just A Feeling, But An Action 
God’s incomparable love for us was made known by sending Jesus into the 
world. Jesus says his true disciples will be made known by their love. 

• How can we avoid thinking too highly of ourselves or too lowly of God so that 
we don’t lose the shock that God, who is absolutely holy, would love sinners 
like us enough to send His only Son into this world to die to redeem us? 

• What would you tell someone who asks: “Why can’t God just “overlook” our sin 
if He loves us so much?” 
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LUKE 1:18-20 
18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old 
man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I 
am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and 
to bring you this good news. 20 And behold, you will be silent and unable to 
speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe 
my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” 

ISAIAH 9:6-7 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government 
and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 
time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

LUKE 2:8-12 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great 
fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: 
you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 

JOHN 3:16-18 
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only Son of God.
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