
STATEMENT OF FAITH  
BYLAWS ADDENDUM 2016-1 (ACCEPTED IN FEBRUARY 21, 2016 ANNUAL CORPORATION MEETING) 

While this addendum is created because of recent external societal developments, the principals and 
beliefs of this statement have been held and honored by the Bellevue Church of Christ since its inception. 

 
We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as biologically male 
or biologically female, and that these two distinct but complementary genders together 
reflect the image, likeness and nature of God. So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female he crated them (Genesis 1:27). Rejection of 
one’s biological gender is a rejection of the image and likeness of God within that person. 

We believe that God created the covenant of marriage to be exclusively the union of one 
biological man and one biological woman. Therefore a man shall leave his father and his 
mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh (Genesis 2:24 and 
Ephesians 5:31). 

We believe that intimate sexual activity is to occur exclusively within that marital union. 
But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife 
and each woman her own husband. The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights 
and likewise the wife to her husband. For the wife does not have authority over her own 
body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own 
body, but the wife does (1 Corinthians 7:2-4). We believe that God has commanded that no 
intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside of a marriage between one biological man 
and one biological woman. Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage 
bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous (Hebrews 13:4). 

Because God has ordained marriage and defined it as the covenant relationship between 
one biological man, one biological woman, and Himself, this congregation will only 
recognize marriages between one biological man and one biological woman. Further, 
ministers, staff and representatives of this congregation shall only participate in weddings 
and solemnize marriages between one biological man and one biological woman. Finally, 
the facilities and property of this congregation shall only host weddings between one 
biological man and one biological woman. 
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We believe that any form of sexual immorality (including adultery, fornication, 
homosexual behavior, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, and use of pornography) 
is sinful, offensive to God, and contrary to the behavior expected of Christians. But what 
comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. For out of the 
heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 
These are what defile a person (Matthew 15:18-20). 

We believe that all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). We 
believe that as sinners God’s grace is extended to all who would believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of the living God (Mark 16:16), repent of their sins (Acts 2:38), confess their 
belief before men (Matthew 10:32-33) and be buried in baptism for the forgiveness of their 
sins (1 Peter 3:21). We believe that God offers redemption and restoration to all who 
submit to him in obedience to this biblical model. 

We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in His likeness and image. 
Human life is of inestimable worth in all its dimensions, including pre-born babies, the 
aged, the physically or mentally challenged, and every other stage or condition from 
conception through natural death. We are therefore called to defend, protect, and value 
all human life (Psalm 139).  

We believe that as Christians we are to be known by our love (John 13:34-35). We believe 
that every person is made in the image and likeness of God and as such has inherent 
worth. We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, 
respect, and dignity (Luke 6:31). Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed 
toward any individual for any reason are to be repudiated, are not becoming of a 
Christian, and are not in accord with the Scripture or the beliefs of this congregation. 

We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity of this church as the local 
Body of Christ, and to provide a biblical role model to our members and to our 
community, it is imperative that all persons employed by this congregation in any capacity, 
or who serve as volunteers, agree to and abide by this Statement of Faith. 

This statement of Faith does not exhaust the extent of our beliefs. The Bible itself, as the 
inspired and infallible Word of God that speaks with final authority concerning truth, 
morality, and the proper conduct of mankind, is the sole and final source of all that we 
believe (2 Timothy 16-17). For purposes of this congregation’s faith, doctrine, practice, 
policy, and discipline, our eldership is the congregation’s final interpretive authority on the 
Bible’s meaning and application (Titus 1:5-9).
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