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FUMC-Graham—303 North Main Street
Graham, NC 27253 336/226-4343
Pastor—G. Kevin Baker

The First Methogram

Making Disciples for Jesus Christ through Love and Service!

Dear Friends,
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you and your family! I hope you will join us as we conclude the twelve
days of Christmas with our Epiphany worship on Sunday, January 6! It is good to begin the new year together in
worship. As we look ahead toward a new year of ministry, mission, and possibilities in front of us, I also want to share a
few of the new things God has in store for us at First UMC Graham:

Faith Promise Sunday

Early each year, FUMC designates a Faith
Promise Sunday. This year it is scheduled for the
second Sunday of the year, January 13. This is a
day when we are made more aware of the local and
global needs around us and how we can be a part of
God’s greater mission to our neighbors. On this
Sunday, we invite you to prayerfully consider
making a giving commitment of support for the
Faith Promise Fund. The Faith Promise Fund
could be considered FUMC Graham’s local church
Advance. It entails second-mile giving over and
above our ministry budget. The majority of this
fund is given toward local mission and outreach
efforts here in our church and community. A
certain part of these funds also goes to national and
international needs and missions.
This year our guest speaker is Rev. Jaye White, Director of Outreach Ministry from the NC Conference of the UMC.
Jaye is an ordained deacon. She and her husband currently live in Fayetteville, NC. They have two grown children and
three dogs! She will be sharing the message at both the 9AM and 11AM services, and she will also be sharing a few
updates on UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) and the missional efforts to help the eastern part of NC
after the hurricanes and flooding in 2018. You will not want to miss this special celebration on January 13!

New Series: “Daniel: Bold Faith during Perilous Times”

Beginning on January 20, we will be launching a six-sermon series on the first six chapters of the Book of Daniel.
What does it mean to be “in the world” but not “of the world?”
How can Christians be faithful in a culture and world that is often
hostile to faith? Where can the Church find resources for new
found courage and boldness in the midst of today’s challenges?
Join us for a series that will invite you to wrestle with these
questions and more.
Here is a glimpse at the first two messages coming in January:
January 20: Compromise or Confrontation?
January 27: “The Stone that Becomes a Mountain”
. . . and more to come in February! JOIN US!
Worshipping, Connecting, Serving, and Giving with you,
Pastor Kevin
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Worship
Evangelism Message
Now, brothers and sisters, I want to
remind you of the gospel I preached
to you, which you received and on
which you have taken your stand.
By this gospel you are saved, if you
hold firmly to the word I preached
to you. Otherwise, you have
believed in vain.
—1 Corinthians 15: 1-2

Baby Recognition
Sunday
Baby Recognition
Sunday is February
17, 2019. The United
Methodist Women
will recognize babies
born January 1, 2018
through December
31, 2018 with a Gift
to Mission in the baby’s name during both services.
Parents, grandparents, and great grandparents, please
complete the form in your bulletin January 27 and
February 3 and place it in the offering plate or turn it
in to the church office by February 10.

Space4Grace
Intergenerational Mini-Sabbath Experience
for Families
Sunday, January 27, 2019
4-6pm
Stafford Hall (Rm. 125)
Childcare available for ages 3 and under

Want to get away? Space4Grace is just that—a
soul get-away offering families a Sabbath
experience in the midst of the pressures and
stresses of life. During this mini sabbatical experience, families of all
ages (including children ages 4 and up) will learn about healthy sabbath
practices from the Space4Grace ministry team, will create their own
sabbath plan by visiting sabbath stations, and will enjoy a meal together.
Jesus teaches that Kingdom living requires a Sabbath rhythm of life where
there is a space for grace, a pace of grace, and a place of grace in our
lives.
If you are interested, please e-mail Brian Yoder
(brian@fumcgraham-nc.org) to register.
Registration deadline is Sunday, January 20!
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Connect
January Birthdays

JANUARY EVENTS
Sun. 1 . 6

56:30pm

REFUGE—Regular
Meeting

8pm8am

REFUGE Youth
Lock-In

Fri.- 1 . 11Sat. 1 . 12
Sun. 1 . 13

NO REFUGE

Sun. 1 . 20

56:30pm

REFUGE—Regular
Meeting

Sun. 1 . 27

56:30pm

REFUGE—Regular
Meeting

Looking Ahead: February 3,
Annual Chili Cook-off
What is a LIFE group?
It is a small group of 612 people who meet
together weekly for
spiritual growth in
their discipleship.
Every LIFE group
strives to reach UP—through prayer, worship, and study; IN—through
mutual care, support, and encouragement; OUT—in mission, service, and
invitational witness, and FORWARD—empowering and equipping new
disciples and leaders.
CURRENT LIFE GROUPS
Contact a leader to find out more about the group
SUNDAY
• Couples/Singles Group with Young Children (1st and 3rd Sundays of
every month)—10:15-11:45am
Leaders—Nathan (336/425-6592) and Brittany Blake
TUESDAY
• Couples/Singles Group in GRAHAM/BURLINGTON—6:30-8:30pm
Leaders—Martin and Marilyn Perkey (336/214-4225)
• Women’s Group in GRAHAM—7-8:30pm
Leader—Wendy Yoder (919/428-5746)
WEDNESDAY
• Men’s Group in MEBANE—7-8:30pm
Leader—Jason Woody (919/259-0876)
THURSDAY
• ***NEW***Women’s Group in GRAHAM—7-8:30pm
Leader—Cathy Key (336/693-4623)
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1.3
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1.5
1.6
1.6
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1.6
1.7
1.7
1.7
1.8
1.8
1.8
1.9
1.9
1.10
1.10
1.11
1.11
1.13
1.14
1.14

1.16 Kristin Vincent
1.17 Donald Hardie
1.18 Carolyn Burton
1.18 Carolyn Lapham
1.18 Wendy Sykes
1.19 Eric Crissman
Mark McIntyre
1.19 Dawn O'Neal
Marion Whittemore 1.19 Jaquin Alston
John Fabbri
1.20 Valerie Clark
Denise Baker
1.20 Josh McDonald
J. J. Kelley
1.20 Sharon Wyatt
Charley Kelley
1.20 Alvis Webster
Timothy Kelley
1.20 Jacob Wrightenberry
Margaret Taylor
1.21 Shelby Snyder
Vicki Brown
1.22 George McGonagle
Sherri Lewis
1.22 Chris Fine
Janice Stutts
1.22 Mason Long
Jon Polito
1.23 Tom Halverson
Chad Fogleman
1.23 Lori Grafton
Desi Hensley
1.24 Tyler McGonagle
Tommy Evans
1.25 Mike Grafton
Katelyn Beaver
1.26 Margaret Skulnik
Fran Bryant
1.26 Kathryn Harrod
Andy Harrison
1.28 Jandy Mooney
Ashley Lewis
1.30 Jerry Priska
Karoline Chavis
1.30 Ann Wood
Carey Crissman
1.31 Davis Young
Katelyn Haveman
1.31 Kellen Snipes
Priscilla Chrismon 1.31 James Ryan
Catherine Weaver
Gabriel Wilson
Contact church office
Matthew Clayton
336/226-4343 with
Chelsea Quinn
additions and corrections.
Please notice changes in
dates for January events!
Annual Bingo Party
Tuesday
January 8
T. J. Whitehead classroom
(Rm. 134)
Bring a wrapped prize.

Game Day
Wednesday, January 16
1-4pm
Stafford Hall (Rm. 125)
Bring a friend and your favorite snack!
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In Our Thoughts
and Prayers
Doug and Clara Bayliff
Diane Turner Barnes
Gretchen Briggs
Myra Brown
Jane Bryan
James Church
Nancy Clark
Jackie England
Linda Ezzell
Michael Few
Nancy Fisher
Gwen Hall
Betty Hardt
Velma Hauser
Julia Howard
Brenda Hudson
Elizabeth King
Susan King
Carolyn Lapham
Lynn Lloyd
Barbara Lowe

Betty May
Michael Melanson
Pam McDonald
Worth McPherson
Revonda Barnwell Mosher
Heidi Newberry
Loby Phillips
Frances Price
Mary Evelyn Rich
James Ryan
Mimi Saunders
Mike Smith
Susan Stapleton
Janice Stutts
Linda and Wayne Triesche
Clyde and Marie Ward
Max Way
Vivian Williamson
Sue Willson
Dillard & JoAnn Witherow
Earl Wood

Call the church office (336/226-4343) or e-mail
prayer@fumcgraham-nc.org to request changes or additions.

New First Place Session
(12-week)
Begins Sunday, January 13, 2019
5pm
Parlor (Rm. 104)
Cost: $20
Forever Changed, a First Place for
Health Bible study, will show you how
our thoughts impact our attitudes,
emotions, and behaviors from the
moment we open our eyes in the morning to the minute we
fall asleep at night. If we want to become the people God
created us to be and experience life as He intended, it is
essential for us to develop godly thinking patterns. This
happens as we allow God to renew our minds, which is what
this study is about. This session can be a significant
stepping stone to the positive and permanent change you
desire. You will identify several areas of your life commonly
impacted by mistaken thinking and learn how to reframe or
replace those thoughts with God’s truth. When your mind
aligns with His truth, you will experience true freedom—
which is the destiny He desires for everyone.

Sensible Shoes, A Different Kind of Book Club
Follow the stories of four women as they are drawn into a spiritual formation
journey at a retreat center.
• Hannah, a pastor who doesn’t realize how exhausted she is
• Meg, a widow and recent empty nester who is haunted by her past.
• Mara, a woman who has bounced from relationship to
relationship, trying to navigate a difficult marriage.
• Charissa, a hardworking graduate student who wants to get things right.
As the women learn new ways to study the Bible, pray, and draw closer to
God, we see how they heal and grow. And we get to use these deeper ways
to study and pray ourselves. In the book club meetings, we will discuss how
the characters mature in their faith and become fast friends. This is also an
opportunity to go deeper with God ourselves.
We will meet on Tuesday evenings, beginning January 22, in the parlor (Rm.
104) at FUMC, for 12 weeks, ending on April 9, 2019. Open to women of all
ages, each meeting will cover one chapter (sometimes a little more) in
Sensible Shoes, plus the discussion questions in the study guide.
Sensible Shoes, by Sharon Garlough Brown, available from Beth Gove for
$9 (half of retail price).
Sensible Shoes Study Guide by Sharon Garlough Brown and Sharron
Carrns is available from Amazon for $8.50 or other booksellers for $9.50.
Each club member will need a copy of both the novel and the study guide.
Interested? E-mail Beth Gove at ebgove@gmail.com or text Beth at 919/417-7947.
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Serve
Library Lowdown for JANUARY
You can request a FUMC barcode so that you can check out items from our library by e-mailing us at libraryfumc@gmail.com or by
filling out a green form, located in the reference section of the library. You can access the library’s online card catalog at
https://16638.rmwebopac.com.
This month, we are focusing on books that will challenge us to Love like Jesus:
Disunity in Christ: Uncovering the Hidden Forces That Keep Us Apart by Christena Cleveland. The author provides
some answers to big questions such as: Who are the “wrong” Christians for you? If you had to make a list of beliefs
or attributes of “wrong” Christians, what would it include? Being liberal? Conservative? Being a Democrat?
Republican? Pro-abortion? Pro-gun control? Why is it we are so divided within the church? How is it that we’ve
come to feel so disconnected from those with whom we worship? . . . I do wonder what would happen if we took
Cleveland’s advice to make a spiritual discipline out of listening to people we disagree with. Perhaps we’d not only
engage in “Courageous Conversations,” but we might even rethink our “wrong” Christians list.
Review by Scott Hughes
Together: United Methodists of the Temple, Tabernacle, and Table by Stanley R. Copeland and Scott Gilliland.
These authors tell of an uplifting vision to be "one diverse community, passionately engaging the Bible, uplifting
Jesus in worship and loving service, and challenging in Love that which divides." Together supports the
denomination moving forward by allowing local congregations, and area Conferences, to do authentic, Christcentered ministry in their local mission fields. Together recognizes the long-standing theological and sociopolitical
diversity within United Methodism as “Traditionalist” and “Progressives,” BUT we all gather around a long, broad
Table that the Lord sets, and to which He invites ALL of us to feast.
Book on Pastor Kevin’s Shelf
Case for Christ: A Journalist’s Personal Investigation of the Evidence for Jesus by Lee Strobel. Lee Strobel retraces
his journey from atheist to faith. He was a former legal editor of the Chicago Tribune, who cross-examines a dozen
experts who are recognized authorities in their fields of history, archeology, and manuscript studies. Strobel
challenges them with questions like "How reliable is the New Testament?” “Is there any evidence to believe that the
resurrection was an actual event?” Strobel’s tough, point-blank questions make this bestselling book read like a
captivating, fast-paced novel. But it is not fiction! It is a riveting quest about history's most compelling figure. It was a
fast read that I could hardly put down.
Review by Mickey McCoy
Everybody Always: Becoming Love in a World Full of Setbacks and Difficult People by Bob Goff. In his
entertaining and inspiring book, Bob Goff takes readers on a journey into the secret of living without fear, constraint,
or worry. The path toward the liberated existence we all long for is found in a truth as simple to say as it is hard to
do: Love people, even the difficult ones, without distinction and without limits.
Book on Pastor Kevin’s Shelf
“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.”—Joseph Addison

Volunteer Opportunities from our Board of Directors
Contact Chris Fulkerson if you can help!
We are looking for someone
to take the recycling
containers out to the road
every other week for pickup
and then return them to
behind the fellowship hall.
This would be a six-month
commitment from January
to June.
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We are compiling a list of
people who enjoy fixing things
around the house. We have
several small projects during
the year, and we would like to
share the love rather than keep
asking the same people for
help. If you are handy and are
willing to help occasionally,
please let us know.
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WATCH D.O.G.S. Are Here!
WATCH OUT! WATCH D.O.G.S. are on duty at South Graham Elementary!
WATCH D.O.G.S. (Dads Of Great Students) is an educational initiative
promoting father involvement in the school day. Dads are encouraged to come
to school with their child for a day, allowing them to observe and participate in
their child’s learning. Positive male role models are important for all students,
and their presence sends the message that education is important. Dads on duty
provide additional eyes and ears, enhancing school security and preventing
bullying. For those students without a father figure in the home, male
volunteers become surrogate dads for the day, offering a wonderful opportunity
to foster positive male interaction.
WATCH D.O.G.S. is a national program started in 1998 with tremendous
success across the country. The United Methodist Church encourages this
program as part of the C4C (Congregations for Children) initiative. This fall,
FUMCG began a partnership with South Graham to bring this program to the school. Charlie Carrico leads this effort on behalf of
our church and has partnered with a male teacher and the administrative staff at the school. The team successfully launched the
program in September 2018 with a kickoff pizza party for students and their fathers. To our amazement, 117 fathers and students
attended, and 47 dads signed up for a Day on Duty. Throughout the fall, Charlie has facilitated 2 or 3 dads per week to be on hand
during the school day. Dads attend classes with their student, hang out at the cafeteria or playground, and roam the halls or car/bus
drop-off areas. Sharing high fives and words of encouragement, the dads bring smiles to both students and staff.
At an upcoming Mission Moment, Charlie Carrico will be sharing more information about how our congregation can support this
program. Please contact Charlie at chcarric@gmail.com if you would like more information about how you can become involved in
this ministry. Most of all, please pray for the continued success of our WATCH D.O.G.S. program.
C4C.FUMCG@SouthGraham making a difference for the children of our community!

Give
~WESLEY WARES~
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR OF HOLIDAY FAMILY FELLOWSHIP SUPPORTING CHILDREN'S MISSIONS
Once again, First United Methodist Church of Graham has hosted a successful Wesley Wares event. As a result, we will be
donating the following:
• $300 to our C4C Team
• $1040 (from sale of honor cards) to UMCOR for hurricane relief
Hampstead United Methodist Church
• $700 to Hampstead United Methodist Church (Harbor District) to
assist them in restoring their preschool which was destroyed during
Hurricane Florence
You may recall that the Corridor District was assigned to minister to the
Harbor District after the storms. Below is an excerpt from a letter Susan Rayle
received from Judy Lane, director of the Hampstead UMC preschool, about the
losses they suffered:
“We have lost 100% of basic supplies like construction, drawing, lined
writing, copy, and fingerpaint paper; paint; gluesticks; markers and
children’s pencils; 2 x 3 bulletin boards; Pre-K-level books; and games from the
Pre-K room, and so much more we don’t even know about until we can go
through the sea van to see what is left. (The teachers and I were not there the
day the Pre-K room was unloaded, but we were for the other rooms.) [We were informed that] ALL paper and soft goods needed to
be pitched. Since we don’t have a definite return date, money would be best for those basic things because of storage issues, and
also it can allow the teachers to pick out what is most needed as we move forward. We also had a $300 coat rack/cubby shelf
destroyed in [another room]. It’s all so hard to list anything else until we know what didn’t already get thrown away or what can be
kept. And basically, we are broke after giving refunds to families.”
Please continue to pray for our brothers and sisters in the Harbor District as they work to return to normal. If you would like to
provide further assistance to Hampstead UMC, here is information from their website: “We need all the financial help we can get to
meet our insurance deductible. If you feel so moved to help us with this, please send a check to the HUMC Recovery Fund and mail it
to HUMC Recovery Fund, 15395 Highway 17, Hampstead, NC 28443.” Their website is hampsteadumc.org.
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Give
A sincere thank you to all my
church family for remembering me
throughout 2018 with prayers,
cards, gifts, calls, and visits. I
really enjoy hearing from you all and
appreciate your love and concern.
Love,
Vivan Williamson

Memorials and Honor gifts
In Memory Of
Ralph Pike
Ralph Pike
Ralph Pike
Ralph Pike
Ralph Pike
Ralph Pike
Ralph Pike
Ralph Pike
Ralph Pike
Ralph Pike

By
Roger and Marsha Jones
Jerry and Patsy Clapp
Wayne and Judy Shambley
Del McAdams and Kristy Pardue
Buster and Linda Ingold
Pat Dixon
Donald and Penny Hardie
Gretta Stillman
Carol and Gary Pike
Tommy and Judy Hayes

W. H. Brumble
W. H. Brumble
W. H. Brumble
W. H. Brumble
W. H. Brumble

Roger and Marsha Jones
Roger and Glenda Wall
Bob and Doris Ward
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Andrews, III
Gayle Grant

Phil Richards
Phil Richards
Phil Richards
Phil Richards
Phil Richards

God’s Geek Squad
Tom and Lindy Halverson
Andrew Ashley, Jr.
Rebecca Taylor and Gary Curitz
Maurice and Jean Boren

Nell Mooney

Bob and Harriett Wisse

Dennis Ricks

Bob and Harriett Wisse

George Rudd

Don and Dot Lee

In Honor Of
Susan Brink

By
Don and Dot Lee

Dear FUMC Members,
The United Methodist Men would like to thank everyone
for supporting our pancake supper on November 25.
Special thanks to Charles, Camille, and Greg Staton, Joe
Fisher, Richard Ennis, David Steele, Alvis Webster, and
Bill Bradshaw for cooking, serving, and cleaning up. We
also thank Susan Brink very much for advertising our
event.
Bill Bryant

Thank you to George McGonagle for painting various iron
railings at entrances around the church.

Church Office
Facelift
UPDATE:

Only half our
goal has been
reached. Please
consider making
a contribution to perform a facelift on our church
secretary’s office. Plans are to build cabinets, add reception chairs, window blinds, new carpet, and lower the
ceiling. Submit your donation by January 15 and mark
it “Church Sec. Office Facelift.” Contact Ray Dorsett if
you have any questions.

A big thank you goes to all who helped with the
Christmas banquet. You may have decorated,
entertained, set up and taken down tables and chairs,
printed or sold tickets, helped clean up after the event,
washed tablecloths and napkins, given a blessing or
Christmas message, and so much more. Whatever you did,
my sincere thanks for creating a way to celebrate this
Holy season as we remember the light, Jesus, coming into
the world and into our hearts.
Susan Rayle

UMW MISSION FOCUSES FOR JANUARY
Women’s Shelter
NEEDS:
1. Diapers
2. Toilet tissue
JANUARY 2019

Veterans
NEEDS:
1. Band-Aids
2. Antibiotic cream
3. Warm gloves
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WE THANK GOD FOR:

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: The Well Service 9am,
Sunday School: 10am, Traditional Worship Service: 11am

Sun

Mon

6
7am Men’s
Breakfast
5pm Youth
6pm Girl
Scouts

7

13 “Meet and

14

Greet” / Faith
Promise
2pm UMW
Leadership Team
5pm First Place

10am Circle 2
2pm Circle 1
2pm Circle 3
7pm Friendship
Circle

4pm Family Sabbath
Workshop
5pm First Place
5pm Youth
6pm Girl Scouts
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Wed
3

4

5

8

9

10

11

12

8:15am
Thursday
Prayer Breakfast
6:30pm Girl
Scouts
7pm Praise Team

7pm Crochet

9:30 Library
Ministry Team
6:30pm
Handbells
7:30pm Choir

15

16

17

18

19

23
6:30pm
Handbells
7:30pm
Choir

24

25

26

30
6:30pm
Handbells
7:30pm
Choir

31

10:30am Young In Heart
5:30pm
Exchange Club
7pm Board of
Directors
7pm Cub Scouts
7pm Boy Scouts

February newsletter deadline

7pm Boy Scouts

7pm Crochet

28
6:30pm
Missions
Committee

Sat

2
6:30pm
Handbells
7:30pm
Choir

7pm Cub Scouts

Luther King,
Jr. Day

Fri

Day
7pm Cub Scouts
7pm Boy Scouts
7pm Crochet

7pm Finance

21 Martin

Thu

1 New Year’s

TBD Book Club
5:30pm Exchange Club

6pm Girl Scouts

20
5pm First
Place
5pm Youth
6pm Girl
Scouts
27

Tue

22

TBD Book Club
5:30pm Exchange
Club
7pm Cub Scouts
7pm Boy Scouts
7pm Crochet

29

TBD Book Club
5:30pm Exchange
Club
7pm Cub Scouts
7pm Boy Scouts
7pm Crochet

1pm Young In
Heart Fun Day
6:30pm
Handbells
7:30pm Choir

8:15am
Thursday
Prayer Breakfast
6:30pm Girl
Scouts
7pm Praise Team

8:15am
Thursday
Prayer Breakfast
6:30pm Girl
Scouts
7pm Praise Team

8:15am
Thursday
Prayer Breakfast
6:30pm Girl
Scouts
7pm Praise Team

Youth Lock-In

4pm Peak
Worship

8:15am
Thursday
Prayer Breakfast
6:30pm Girl
Scouts
7pm Praise Team
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