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Thank you for your faithfulness and generosity throughout 

2020. Because of it, we have been able to meet the challenges     

of this past year with steadfastness in mission and growth          

in ministry.  
 

Our mission, vision, and core values ground all our work. At First 

UMC, we offer a Wesleyan way of loving God with all we have 

and our neighbors as ourselves as the twin pillars of life with 

Christ, always growing deeper in our love for God and others. 

We are anchored in the rhythms of life in worship and Word, 

lived out in service to the world. This is how we live the gospel. And despite all the challenges of 

2020, we have much to celebrate in faithfulness and service.  

—Pastor Claire 

Our  
MISSION  

Our  
VISION 

 

Our  
CORE 

VALUES 

• Open and committed to fulfilling God’s will among us 
• Welcome, accepting, and loving of all people 
• Committed to educating and equipping all ages to be faithful 

disciples of Jesus Christ 
• Inclusive by intentionally celebrating, embracing, and              

encouraging diversity among us 
• Biblically based in our worship and teaching 
• Undergirded and surrounded by prayer 
• Sacramental in our life and worship, joyfully celebrating        

baptisms and communion 
• Passionately committed to hands-on mission that changes the 

lives of our neighbors far and near and ourselves in the process 

Our  
CORE 

VALUES 

 To make disciples of Jesus Christ                   
through love and service 

A loving and diverse community meeting the real 
needs of our neighbors through spirit-filled     
worship, intergenerational discipleship, and     
caring service 
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Loving Our Neighbors as Ourselves . . .  

Loving our Neighbors as Ourselves . . . 

 

Early in 2020, we set the ambitious goal of 

spearheading a community-wide effort to 

raise funds for a Food Truck for the          

Alamance-Burlington School System.  The 

Food Truck was a dream of the Nutrition 

Services personnel as a way to  deliver     

nutritious 

meals to     

children when they are away from school.   
 

Raising over $125,000 during a pandemic when all the            

expected pathways of fundraising were closed was truly a     

miracle!  Only God could have brought cities, businesses, faith 

communities, and non-profits together to realize this dream.  

The funds were raised from April-June, the truck ordered and 

custom-built over the summer and delivered on September 21.  

The next day, it was on the road, serving lunch to over 100    

children the first day! 

Giving Tree 
Advent Project  

Sponsored by the New 
Horizons Sunday School 

Class 

Little Free Pantry 
Girl Scout Silver Award 

Project donated by    
Abby Peyton 
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Faith Promise dollars extend our mission to places all over the world.  Funds are committed in 

January each year as an additional commitment beyond our regular tithes and offerings, then 

raised and spent throughout the year in response to human need.  In 2020, the Missions team 

sent $117,401.00 both locally and around the world. 

The Lamplighters Team is a group of            

volunteers who respond to needs in our 

church and community.  During 2020, our 

Lamplighters built 5 wheelchair ramps,   

painted a radio station in exchange for free 

advertising for MAC’S Diner, did some        

grocery shopping for senior citizens who 

could not get out due to the pandemic, and helped a family in need move to a new home.  ”It is 

my hope that we will continue to grow as an outreach program in the next years to come and 

to set an example for the youth what a life of service is all about.” 

 —Trey Rice 



 

5 

2020 Annual Report 

In this past year of fear and uncertainty, the UMW has been fearlessly working to continue our 

dedication to serving Christ.   In 

2020, our unit contributed 

$3,192.50 to missions through 

the Corridor District and the 

equivalent of $25,145.00 to   

local, regional, and worldwide 

missions in in-kind donations 

and service.   

Loving God . . . 

 

Worship in 2020 has felt as close to the early church as I (Pastor Claire) imagine it could.  In the 

space of a few months, we went from an average of 270 persons worshiping weekly to an       

average of 685 persons joining us each week.  In January-mid-March, the vast majority of those 

engaged in worship were in attendance on our physical campus Sunday mornings.  In            

mid-March, we pivoted to 

online-only worship as the 

best way we could Love Well 

during a pandemic.  We   

added a dedicated phone 

line to listen to worship as 

well as live-streaming on 

both our website and our 

Facebook page.  We added 

On-Lawn worship in July 

(evenings in the shade under 

a cool breeze) and offered 

those Sunday evenings and,  
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beginning in September, Sunday 

mornings as well.  We held indoor, 

in-person worship during           

November but determined that 

with a high rate of community 

transmission of the Coronavirus, 

returning to online worship was 

the best way that we could love 

our community well until those 

“red zone” rates are down.  If 

you’ve tuned in regularly, you’ve 

seen the church worship spaces, 

some on-location shots from a 

lake, a barn, a garden, and even an 

Easter Sunrise campfire.  Over 150 persons from our 

church family have shared in offering some aspect of    

worship so that we are weekly reminded that we are truly 

in this together! 
 

We welcomed 16 new members to the life of FUMC  

in 2020. 

Life Together . . . 
 

We awarded 13 scholarships to high school graduates and 

college students, added Amplify as a small-group video  

resource, moved many of our adult Sunday School classes 

and LIFE groups to Zoom meetings, and added a weekly 

Zoom connection and a monthly Communion in           

Community gathering.  We’re in the process of acquiring 

additional recording equipment to create extra camera 

angles to enhance worship, have done some deep       

cleaning of all our spaces, have added resources to our 

church library, and have enhanced our online                    

giving options. 

Thank you for all the great  
services you have provided—

David and  
                          Carol Steele 
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Early in the pandemic we paused Playschool to keep our teachers 

and students as safe as we could.  The Playschool board  determined 

that we will wait until September 2021 to re-open so that we can 

provide the best enrichment environment for our young students 

while they are here and our Playschool can fully lean into its mission. 

Because of this decision to delay the start of school, the board will 

also be able to start the search for Faye’s replacement.  As many of 

you know, Faye retired officially at the end of December, and the board now has the             

monumental task of finding someone to lead our Playschool.  We will certainly celebrate Faye 

and her contributions for the past 35 years when it is safe to do so.

 

Thanks to the faithfulness of our congregation, FUMC remains in an excellent financial position. 
 

Despite the pandemic, our church received over $530,000 in tithes and offerings.  This is over 

97% of what had been budgeted.  This is outstanding at a time of trying economics. 
 

The challenges of the pandemic changed many ways that we gather.  This resulted in            

overspending in areas—such as the production of on-line worship and fees for processing      

on-line contributions—and underspending in areas connected to on-site gathering                   

and worship.   
 

FUMC received a $74,000 Payroll Protection Program loan which was completely forgiven.  This 

covered  8  weeks  of  salary  for  our staff, including the staff of the Playschool, and covered our 

utility costs for the same period. 
 

We were able to build up the God Things Fund by $17,000, the Unrestricted Reserve Fund by 

$17,000, and the Property Maintenance Fund by $10,000 during the year.  The combination of 

excellent giving and the 

PPP loan allowed us to set 

aside     an     additional 

amount of over $37,000 

for future use to support 

our ministries.  
 

        —John Spurrier 
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Our contemporary Praise Team has 

remined flexible and able-bodied to     

continue providing worship to its         

congregation during these trying times.  

Numerous models have been utilized to 

provide two mixed music videos from home and pre-recording on Thursday nights for Sunday 

service.  We continue to gather as a core group to record while socially distanced during Thurs-

As in all aspects of our lives, Music Ministry has been heavily 

influenced by the COVID-19 pandemic.  In January, the Praise 

Ringers resumed rehearsals following a brief holiday break, 

preparing music for use in our Sunday morning worship service.  Also, the Chancel Choir began 

practicing music for weekly worship services as well as Ash Wednesday, Lent, and our Palm 

Sunday cantata to be presented with the choir 

from Emmanuel United Methodist Church.  Of 

course, in March, life changed.  Our last regular 

rehearsals were on March 11. 
 

Throughout all of this, there have been some 

bright spots.  Among those were the Ash 

Wednesday Taize worship service on February 26.  Next came the return of the Praise Ringers 

with socially distanced, mask-required rehearsals.  They have been able to enhance our       

worship experiences not only by group ringing but also in bell quartets and small groups.  The 

highlight of the year for me was working on planning, preparing music, and experiencing the 

final product of our Service of Lessons and Carols, offered to our congregation for use during 

the Christmas season.  Thank you to all the bell ringers, soloists, duos, and quartets who have 

enabled us to continue worshiping through music at FUMC-Graham.  It has been a pleasure 

working with Pastor Claire, Brian, Paul, and Susan in preparing these services                               

for our congregation.                                                                                                                      

 
 —Doug Rayle 
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Although 2020 was a year of challenges, we managed to overcome our hurdles and have     

continued meeting virtually.  I can honestly say that our relationships have remained strong 

throughout this pandemic. 
 

COVID-19 started to affect daily life in 

March of 2020, and up until that point, 

we were gathering for Youth Group     

normally while also in the middle of   

preparations for Youth Sunday 2020.  

When in-person gathering suspended, 

we began meeting virtually, initially on 

Facebook Live and Instagram Live.  

During the summer of 2020, we        

suspended all in-person gatherings as 

the numbers of Coronavirus cases 

soared. 
 

Moving into the fall semester, and as the curve of infection flattened, we were fortunate to 

have some opportunities to meet in-person in a safe way.  We gathered at Cedarock Park for a  

The Geek Squad 

(self named) have 

enabled ministry, 

e s p e c i a l l y          

w o r s h i p ,  t o       

happen each and 

every week.  They 

are here each week behind the camera to record the 

elements of worship and then spend many hours putting together the service, incorporating 

uploaded elements that families record in their homes, and creating worship services that help 

us offer FUMC to the wider world.  If you see a member of the Geek Squad, be sure to thank 

them!  (Mike, LeeAnn, and Justin Brumble do the behind-the-scenes work each week.) 
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Our   staff   have  lovingly  provided  

support and leadership to our  

ministry plan throughout the year.  

We’re blessed to work with each 

one on the team. 

Thank you for keeping us  
together even when we’re apart. 

                                                                —Cameron and  
                                              Jackie Murray 

hike and outdoor games in September, 

shared a meal from Mellow Mushroom in 

October, and attended Woods of Terror for 

the first time on Halloween.  During November, we 

met at local parks for basketball and ultimate       

Frisbee, and in December, we gathered at Paintball 

Central for some *very* socially-distanced paintball. 
 

We anticipate the day when Youth Group can meet 

in-person and resume going on trips but remain 

thankful that we have technology to keep us         

connected throughout this process. 

 

I found you totally by accident (really?) on 

Christian World Media back in March when our 

churches shut down.  You and your church 

have been a huge support/help to me. 

                           —Cyndy Larson (Montana) 

 
—Paul Abbott 
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The FUMC Graham children’s ministry program is led by a committed group of disciples who 

serve on the Children’s Ministry Team (CMT).  This team plans weekly and monthly strategies to 

support its ministry vision statement which says that we strive to be a loving and diverse      

children’s ministry meeting the real needs of children and their families within our community 

through spirit-filled worship, intergenerational discipleship, and caring service.  In addition to 

our weekly ministry strategies supporting this vision statement (which include worship and 

Sunday School), the team plans monthly spiritual enrichment experiences for the children.  In 

January, we sponsored a GLOW night for children in 3rd –5th grades (1).  They enjoyed glow 

games, devotion time with prayer, and a trip to the 

Greensboro trampoline park.  In February, our Kid’s    

Mission on a Move group (kindergarten-5th graders) 

made cards for troops stationed overseas (2).   

 

March presented some challenges to our 

programming as we needed to pivot 

away from in-person gatherings due to 

COVID-19.  Weekly at-home Sunday School materials were e-mailed to parents so that learning 

could continue, and Sunday afternoon Zoom time with 

Mr. Brian (3), which           

included fun games and 

prayer time, was launched 

and continued through 

June.  Since we could not 

host VBS, summer fun bags 

were assembled for the 

children, and families were 

encouraged to drive by the 

church to pick them up (4).   

1 

2 

3 4 
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We pivoted from our traditional Children’s Sunday to       

children and their families helping to lead our online       

services (5).  Several children even helped Mr. Brian lead 

the Sharing Faith time.  Bibles were presented to our 4 year 

olds and 3rd  graders during our on-lawn services or at the 

child’s home during August and September (6).  In October, 

the CMT planned a reverse 

trick-or-treat event where 

each child received a treat 

bag delivered by Mr. Brian 

in costume (7).  On the Way 

to Bethlehem Advent bags 

were given to families in 

November to make the    

Advent season more 

meaningful.  The Advent 

theme coincided with Mr. 

Brian’s weekly Sharing 

Faith time and included 

family devotions, games, 

and ideas for service.  The 

year concluded with our 

f i r s t  v i r t u a l                             

intergenerational gingerbread house showcase.  Families        

presented their amazing creations and concluded with a        

child-led prayer (8).   
 

2020 presented many challenges, but with God’s leading, we 

were still able to embrace our vision statement. 

—Brian Yoder 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Miss y’all.  Stay safe.  Love to all. 

                  —Jan and Denis Vass 
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