
29 January 2023 
Liturgy:  Make Me a Servant 
Pianist:  Kristin Sternhagen 
 
THEME: The Spiritual Power of Habit 
 
Athletes and musicians talk about muscle memory.  Doing something over and over again till it is 
engrained and second nature.  They practice it so much when it doesn’t matter so that when it does, 
they can perform without an issue.   
 
There is spiritual value in that as well.  Practicing our faith.  Practicing so much that it becomes 
engrained, second nature, such a part of us that when our faith is challenged, our faith is shaken, we 
hold firm in our faith.  And not just stand firm, but live our faith ever better to God’s glory.  
 
The Spiritual Power of Habit will be our theme for the next four weeks.  Some of the thoughts come 
from a book entitled:  You are What You Love by James Smith.  Join us as we look at patterns in our 
lives – some healthy and some not so healthy—and as we strive to build healthy spiritual habits.   
 
Today we start with Greek Grammar and the weirdo Koine Greek present tense.  
 
 
HYMN     I Love to Tell the Story 
 
I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 
Of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and His love, 
I love to tell the story because I know ‘tis true; 
It satisfies my longings as nothing else can do. 
 
Chorus:  I love to tell the story, ‘Twill be my theme in glory; 

To tell the old, old story of Jesus and His love, 
 
I love to tell the story; ‘Tis pleasant to repeat 
What seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet. 
I love to tell the story; for some have never heard 
The message of salvation from God’s own holy Word.  Chorus. 
 
I love to tell the story; For those who know it best 
Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest. 
And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song, 
“Twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long.   Chorus 
 
 

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: We begin our worship and praise the same way we were baptized: In the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 



Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
 
MORNING PRAYER 
 
C: I thank you my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 
and life may please You. Into Your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P: As believers in Christ we are called to repent of our sins and forgive one another. In the book of 
James we are told, “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for one another so that you 
may be healed.” As one body in Christ, we unite our hearts in prayer: 
  
C:  Lord, I pray to You because I am hurting. I have cut myself off from You and others by the sin in 
my life.  I need Your forgiveness so that I may find healing for my wounded life and for the wounds I 
have caused others.  Today in the name of Jesus I pray, forgive me and by the power of Your Holy 
Spirit renew my heart.  Amen 
 
 
SONG Change My Heart, O God   
 
Change my heart, O God; Make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; May I be like You. 
 
You are the potter; I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 
 
Change my heart, O God; Make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; May I be like You 
 
 
P: We take comfort and find confidence in the words of Jesus, “He has sent me to announce 
forgiveness to the prisoners and to restore sight to the blind, to give mercy to those whose lives are 
shattered by sin, to announce the favor of the Lord.” God gave His only Son, Jesus, to die for our sins 
and rise from death to give us eternal life. We are forgiven. We live in the favor of the Lord. 
 
C:    Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SONG I Will Call Upon the Lord 
 
I will call upon the Lord; for He is worthy to be praised. 
So shall I be saved from my enemies. 
I will call upon the Lord.  
 
I will call upon the Lord; for He is worthy to be praised. 
So shall I be saved from my enemies. 
I will call upon the Lord.  
 
The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock,  
And may the God of my salvation be exalted. 
The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock,  
And may the God of my salvation be exalted.   
 
I will call upon the Lord; for He is worthy to be praised. 
So shall I be saved from my enemies. 
I will call upon the Lord. 
 
 
 

GOD SPEAKS 
 
 
 
NOTE:  After each reading… 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
PSALM 51b 
 
P: Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
C: And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
P: Do not cast me from your presence 
C: Or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
P: Restore to me the joy of your salvation  
C:  And grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.  
P:  Then I will teach transgressors your ways,  
C:  And sinners will turn back to you.  
P:  Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me,  
C:  And my tongue will sing of your righteousness.  
P:  O Lord, open my lips,  
C:  And my mouth will declare your praise.  
P:  You do not delight in sacrifice,  
C:  Or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  



P:  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;  
C:  A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.  
P:  In your good pleasure make Zion prosper;  
C:  Build up the walls of Jerusalem.  
P:  Then there will be righteous sacrifices,  
C:  Whole burnt offerings to delight you 
P:  Then bulls will be offered on your altar. 
 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
1 CORINTHIANS 9: 24-27 
 

24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in 
such a way as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. 
They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26 
Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating the air. 27 
No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself 
will not be disqualified for the prize. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LUKE 18: 1-8 
 

1Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not 
give up. 2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what 
people thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant 
me justice against my adversary.’ 

4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or 
care what people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets 
justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’” 

6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about 
justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell 
you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on the earth?” 
 
 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 



 
THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
C:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
HYMN  Battle Belongs 
 
When all I see is the battle 
You see my victory 
When all I see is the mountain 
You see a mountain moved 
And as I walk through the shadow 
Your love surrounds me 
I know there's nothing to fear now 
For I am safe with You 
 
Chorus:  So when I fight I'll fight on my knees 

With my hands lifted high 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 
And every fear I lay at Your feet 
I'll sing through the night 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 

 
 
And if, O God You are for me 
Who can be against me 
I know that Jesus there's nothing 
Impossible for You 
When all I see are the ashes 
You see the beauty 
When all I see is a cross, God  
You see the empty tomb  Chorus 
 
Chorus:  So when I fight I'll fight on my knees 

With my hands lifted high 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 
And every fear I lay at Your feet 
I'll sing through the night 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 



 
Bridge:   Almighty Fortress You go before us 

Nothing can stand against 
The power of our God 
You shine in the shadow 
You win every battle 
Nothing can stand against 
The power of our God  (Repeat bridge) 

  
Chorus 
 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON   The Spiritual Power of Habit…The Patterns which form us. 
 
(a message based on Hebrews 12: 1-3) 
 
 

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us, 2 let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the 
joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not 
grow weary and lose heart. 
 
 
 
 
HYMN    Have Thine Own Way, Lord 
 
Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way. 
Thou art the Potter, I am the clay; 
Mold me and make me, after Thy will 
While I am waiting, yielded and still. 
 
Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way. 
Search me and try me, Master today. 
Whiter than snow, Lord, wash me just now, 
As in Thy presence humbly I bow. 
 
Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way. 
Wounded and weary, help me, I pray. 
Power all power, surely is Thine. 
Touch me and heal me, Savior divine. 
 
Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have thine own way. 



Hold o’er my being absolute sway. 
Fill with Thy Spirit till all shall see 
Christ only always, living in me.  
 
 
 
 

WE RESPOND 
 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.   
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  
(2 Corinthians 4:18) 
 
 
 
OFFERING SONG 
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 
 
And now, let the weak say “I am strong!” Let the poor say “I am rich!”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  
And now, let the weak say “I am strong!” Let the poor say “I am rich!”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son.  Give thanks… 
 
 
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBER:  Julie Jensen 
 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are Yours now and ever.  Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 



BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
ELECTIONS.  We will have a congregational meeting today,  January 29th, to 
elect officers for the congregation.  Micah Derieg is finishing his first term as 
president and is willing to serve again.  Ted Calvert is finishing his first term 
as head elder and is willing to serve again.  If you are interested in serving in 
either of these capacities, please speak with Jeff Hanel, the vice president, or 
Pastor Sternhagen. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL PLANNING SESSION.  Thank you to all who helped.  
Full plans will be shared in the weeks ahead.   
 
MISSION PROGRAMME GRANT AGREEMENT (MPSA).  Each year in February we apply to the synod for 
funding for our ministry.  We submit plans for the year (that is why we make plans in January), submit a 
budget for the coming year, a financial report for the previous year, and report on growth.  If we are 
approved, the synod will grant us financial support for another year.  Each year that subsidy goes down.  An 
agreement is signed.  
 
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT.  Leadership Team.  The Leadership Team has three main purposes:  to oversee the 
ministry, to hold the pastor accountable, and to provide for the needs of the other ministry teams.   They meet 
as needed but usually about once a month.  Three members are elected by the congregation to two year terms 
with a limit of two terms in a row.   President, Vice-president, and Secretary.  The Head Elder ensures that 
they perform their duties in a godly and loving way.  This January, the President and the Head Elder are up for 
election. 

YOUTH NIGHT AT LORD OF LIFE.  On Sunday, February 5th, Lord of Life in 
Thornton, CO will host our regional youth night.  An evening of games, music, 
God’s Word, small group discussion, and fun with fellow high schoolers (9th–
12th grade) from all over the Front Range. Dinner will also be provided!  The 
event runs from 5:00-7:30, but doors will open at 4:30 for those who would 
like more time to hang out.   Register with the QR code by January 31st.  
Email dan@stpeterwels.com with any questions! We hope to see you there - 
and feel free to invite friends to join you! 

SHARING HOPE 
January item: Breakfast Items 
All donations are welcome. 
Next Food Distribution:  
Next month’s item: Canned Fruit 

mailto:dan@stpeterwels.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 CLOSING SONG   Make Me A Servant 
 
Make me a servant, humble and meek;  
Lord, let me lift up those who are weak. 
And may the prayer of my heart always be: 
Make me a servant, make me a servant, 
Make me a servant today. (2X) 
 

 
 

 
 

WEEK OF: JANUARY 29 – FEBRUARY 29, 2023 

Sunday             January 29                             
9:00 am    Worship  
10:30 am          Sunday School, Bible Study,  
                            Youth Group 
 
Wednesday   February 1 
5:45 pm           Pans of Hope 
7:15 pm           Catechism Class 
8:15 pm           Delano Bible Class 
 
 

Thursday       February 2 
9:00 am            McBible Study  
 
Sunday            February 5                          
9:00 am    Worship  
10:30 am          Sunday School, Bible Study,  
                            Youth Group 
5:00 pm            Youth Night @ LOL 

  Full calendar on our website.   

• Choir Practice begins.  8 Feb. 
• Building Team.  9 Feb. 
• Eagle Choir visits.  12 Feb. 
• Pans of Hope Play.  19 Feb. 
• Couples’ Club.  19 Feb. 
• Ash Wednesday.  22 Feb. 
• Soup Supper.  22 Feb. 
• Pans of Hope Play.  5 Mar. 
• Building Team.  9 Mar. 
• Confirmation Rehearsal.  31 Mar. 
• Confirmation.  2 Apr. 

• Palm Sunday.  2 Apr. 
• Maundy Thursday.  6 Apr. 
• Soup Supper.  6 Apr. 
• Good Friday.  7 Apr. 
• Easter Sunday.  9 Apr. 
• Building Team. 13 Apr. 
• Missionaries Conf.  18 &19 Apr. 
• Blood Drive.  20 Apr. 
• LWMS Rally@Christ Denver. 29 Apr. 

 

 


