
23 January 2023 
Liturgy:  Special 
Pianist:  Erin Clark 
 
THEME:  God’s Plan 
 
Today we plan for the ministry of Living Hope.  Groups and teams, long range and short range, 
small groups and bigger ones, all thinking about the ministry and planning for the next year.  Why?  
Because the Mission Board is making.  True, but that isn’t the main reason.   
 
We plan because that is the responsible thing to do.  Paul writes:  Those who have been given a 
trust must prove faithful.  We have been entrusted with the ministry of Living Hope so we ought to 
be faithful with it.  That is true not just here at Living Hope but in our lives as well.   
 
But there is one very important point that God would have us know as we plan and dream and 
hope.  A point that isn’t so easy, but it is important for us to know.   
 
 
 
 
HYMN    With the Lord Begin Your Task 
 
With the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it.   
For His aid and counsel ask; Jesus will perfect it. 
Ev’ry morn with Jesus rise, and, when day is ended,  
In His name then close your eyes; be to Him commended.  
 
Let each day begin with prayer, praise and adoration. 
On the Lord cast every care; He is your salvation. 
Morning, evening, and at night, Jesus will be near you, 
Save you from the tempter’s might, with His presence cheer you. 
 
With your Savior at your side, foes need not alarm you; 
In His promises confide, and no ill can harm you. 
All your trust and hope repose, in the mighty Master,  
Who in wisdom truly knows, how to stem disaster. 
 
If your task is thus begun, with the Savior’s blessing, 
Safely then your course will run, naught your soul distressing. 
Good will follow everywhere, while you here must wander;  
You at last the joy will share in the mansions yonder. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you. 
  
Congregation:  And also with you.  
 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P: God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him with humble and penitent hearts. 
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us. 
 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed You in 
my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 
deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

GOD SPEAKS 
 
 
 
NOTE:  After each reading… 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 7: 24-29 
 

24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a 
wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But 
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man 



who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 

28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 
because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law. 
 
 
 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C:    I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
 
  HYMN   Thy Word is a Lamp unto My Feet 
 
 
Chorus:  Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, And a light unto my path. 
   Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, And a light unto my path. 
 
 
When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 
Still You’re there right beside me. 
And nothing will I fear as long as You are near. 
Please be near me to the end.  Chorus.   
 
 
I will not forget Your love to me, and yet 
My heart forever is wandering. 
Jesus, be my guide, and hold me to Your side, 
And I will love You to the end.  Chorus.  
 
 
Nothing will I fear as long as You are near, 
Please be near me to the end.  Chorus.   
 
 
 



SERMON    (a message from Proverbs 16: 9) 
 
 
In his heart a man plans his course, 
    but the Lord determines his steps. 
 
 
 
 
HYMN   Great is Thy Faithfulness 
 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,   
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;   
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
 
Chorus:   Great is Thy faithfulness!  Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see;  
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 

 
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
Sun moon and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.  Chorus: 
 
 
 
 
 

WE RESPOND 
 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.   
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  
(2 Corinthians 4:18) 
 
 
PRAYER  
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For  
the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and ever.  Amen. 
 



(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
ELECTIONS.  We will have a congregational meeting on January 29th to elect officers for the congregation.  
Micah Derieg is finishing his first term as president and is willing to serve again.  Ted Calvert is finishing his 
first term as head elder and is willing to serve again.  If you are interested in serving in either of these 
capacities, please speak with Jeff Hanel, the vice president, or Pastor Sternhagen. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL PLANNING SESSION.  Each year we make tentative plans for the year.  Today, in place of 
Bible Class, we will have a planning session.  All are invited to participate and think through ministry for the 
coming year. 
 
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT.  Leadership Team.  The Leadership Team has three main purposes:  to oversee the 
ministry, to hold the pastor accountable, and to provide for the needs of the other ministry teams.   They meet 
as needed but usually about once a month.  Three members are elected by the congregation to two year terms 
with a limit of two terms in a row.   President, Vice-president, and Secretary.  The Head Elder ensures that 
they perform their duties in a godly and loving way.  This January, the President and the Head Elder are up for 
election. 
 

RML Eagle for a Day.  Rocky Mountain Lutheran is hosting a special day for 7th graders on Friday, 
January 27. Students will have an opportunity to spend a day with us to attend classes, have a free 
pizza lunch, and find out more about all our Christian school has to offer in academics and 
extracurriculars. More information can be found at www.rmlhs.net/eagle-for-a-day where you are 
also able to register.  If you have any questions, contact our school office at 303-346-1947. 

YOUTH NIGHT AT LORD OF LIFE.  On Sunday, February 5th, Lord of Life in 
Thornton, CO will host our regional youth night.  An evening of games, 
music, God’s Word, small group discussion, and fun with fellow high 
schoolers (9th–12th grade) from all over the Front Range. Dinner will also 
be provided!  The event runs from 5:00-7:30, but doors will open at 4:30 for 
those who would like more time to hang out.   Register with the QR code by 
January 31st.  Email dan@stpeterwels.com with any questions! We hope to 
see you there - and feel free to invite friends to join you! 

 

http://www.rmlhs.net/eagle-for-a-day
mailto:dan@stpeterwels.com


 

 

• Youth Night @ LOL.  5 Feb. 

• Choir Practice begins.  8 Feb. 

• Building Team.  9 Feb. 

• Eagle Choir visits.  12 Feb. 

• Pans of Hope Play.  19 Feb. 

• Ash Wednesday worship.  22 Feb. 

• Soup Supper.  22 Feb. 

• Pans of Hope Play.  5 Mar. 

• Building Team.  9 Mar. 

• Confirmation Rehearsal.  31 Mar. 

• Confirmation.  2 Apr. 

• Palm Sunday.  2 Apr. 

• Maundy Thursday.  6 Apr. 

• Soup Supper.  6 Apr. 

• Good Friday.  7 Apr. 

• Easter Sunday.  9 Apr. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WEEK OF: JANUARY 22 – JANUARY 29, 2023 

Sunday             January 22                             
9:00 am    Worship 
9:45 am            Planning Session 
4:00 pm            Installation of Pastor Koelpin 
                            Windsor Mission, at Abiding  
                            Love in Loveland, CO 
 
Wednesday   January 25 
5:45 pm           Pans of Hope 
7:15 pm           Catechism Class 
8:15 pm           Delano Bible Class 
 
Thursday       January 26 
9:00 am            McBible Study 

 Friday              January 27 
     ~Eagle for a day~ 
 
Saturday        January 28  
9-11 am          Food Distribution 
3:00 pm          Leadership Team with  
                           Mission Counselor, Pastor  
                           Vogt 
 
Sunday            January 29                          
9:00 am    Worship  
10:30                 Sunday School & Congr.  
                            Meeting 

  Full calendar on our website.   



 
 CLOSING HYMN   Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
 
Saviour like a shepherd lead us, 
Much we need Thy tender care; 
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, 
For our use Thy fold prepare. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Thou hast bought us Thine we are, 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. 
 
Thou hast promised to receive us, 
Poor and sinful, though we be; 
Thou hast mercy to receive us, 
Grace to cleanse and power to free. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Early let us turn to Thee, 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Early let us turn to Thee. 
 
Early let us seek Thy favor; 
Early let us do Thy will; 
Blessed Lord and only Saviour, 
With Thy love our bosoms fill. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Thou hast loved us, love us still, 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Thou hast loved us, love us still. 
 
 
 


