
8 January 2023 
Liturgy:  Your Grace & Mercy 
Pianist:  Dawn Punke 
 
THEME:  Epiphany 
 
They traveled far to worship the King of kings.  King of Kings, who would shepherd His people.  
That is what the prophesy says.  Who was it that they worshipped?  A seemingly helpless baby.   
 
God has an odd way of working.  His power is imbedded in words.  His wisdom is revealed to 
children.  His shepherding of the world and of our lives is veiled in everyday activities.   
 
Why?  Why does God operate that way?   
   
 
 
 
 
OPENING SONG To God be the Glory  
 
To God be the glory; great things He has done!   
He so loved the world that He gave us His Son,  
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin  
And opened the lifegate that all may go in.   
 
Chorus:  Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!   

Let the earth hear His voice!  
Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!  Let the people rejoice! 
Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the Son 
And give Him the glory – great things He has done! 

 
Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,  
To ev’ry believer the promise of God;  
The vilest offender who truly believes,  
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.  Chorus 
 
Great things He has taught us, great things He has done,  
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son,  
But purer and higher and greater will be  
Our joy and our wonder when Jesus we see.  Chorus 
 
 
 

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 



 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P:  We gather here today before our Lord and Creator.  He created us to serve Him and to love one 
another.  But we have separated ourselves from Him with our sins.  So let us now confess our sins 
to Him and ask for His forgiveness. 
 
C:  Merciful Father, I confess that I am a sinner.  I make no excuses for my sins.  I have sinned 
against You by the things I have done and the things I have not done.  I come before You this 
morning in need of Your forgiveness. 
 
SONG I Need Thee   
 
I need Thee ev’ry hour, Most gracious Lord; 
No tender voice like Thine can peace afford. 
 

Chorus:  I need Thee, oh, I need Thee; Ev’ry hour I need Thee! 
Oh, bless me now, my Saviour; I come to Thee. 

 
I need Thee ev’ry hour; Stay Thou nearby. 
Temptations lose their pow’r, When Thou art nigh.    Chorus: 
 
 
P:  Jesus died to take away all of your sins.  You are forgiven.  You have been washed in the blood of 
the Lamb, Jesus Christ, and come before Him this morning forgiven of all your sins.  You are His 
child, and an heir of eternal life.  May God’s grace strengthen you to live each day as His forgiven 
and dearly loved child.   
 
 
C:  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
RESPONSES OF PRAISE  Your Grace and Mercy & Sanctuary 
 
Your grace and mercy brought me through.  
I'm living this moment because of You. 
I want to thank You and praise You too.  
Your grace and mercy brought me through. 
 
 
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,  
Pure and holy, tried and true.  
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living  
Sanctuary for You.  (repeat last song only) 



 
P:  God is good…  
C:  All the time.  
P:  All the time…  
C:  God is good. 
P:  How great the love the Father has lavished on us…   
C:  That we should be called children of God.  
P:  Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we can ask or imagine 
C:  To the only wise God be glory in the church throughout all generations.   
P:  Let God’s people say:    
C:  Amen.   
 
 
 

 

GOD SPEAKS 
 
 
 
NOTE:  After each reading… 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM 72 (Of Solomon) 
 
P: Endow the king with your justice, O God, the royal son with your righteousness. 
C: May he judge your people in righteousness, your afflicted ones with justice. 
P: May the mountains bring prosperity to the people, 
C: The hills the fruit of righteousness. 
P: May he defend the afflicted among the people and save the children of the needy; 
C: May he crush the oppressor. 
P: May he endure as long as the sun, as long as the moon, through all generations. 
C: May he be like rain falling on a mown field, like showers watering the earth. 
P: In his days may the righteous flourish and prosperity abound till the moon is no more. 
C: May he rule from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
P: For he will deliver the needy who cry out, the afflicted who have no one to help. 
C: He will take pity on the weak and the needy and save the needy from death. 
P: He will rescue them from oppression and violence, 
C: For precious is their blood in his sight. 
P: Long may he live! May gold from Sheba be given him. 
C: May people ever pray for him and bless him all day long. 
P: May grain abound throughout the land; on the tops of the hills may it sway. 
C: May the crops flourish like Lebanon and thrive like the grass of the field. 
P: May his name endure forever; may it continue as long as the sun. 
C: Then all nations will be blessed through him, and they will call him blessed. 
P: Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvelous deeds. 
C: Praise be to his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his glory. 
P: Amen and Amen. 



 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
 
ISAIAH 60: 1-6 
 
1“Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 
2 See, darkness covers the earth 
    and thick darkness is over the peoples, 
but the Lord rises upon you 
    and his glory appears over you. 
3 Nations will come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you: 
    All assemble and come to you; 
your sons come from afar, 
    and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
5 Then you will look and be radiant, 
    your heart will throb and swell with joy; 
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, 
    to you the riches of the nations will come. 
6 Herds of camels will cover your land, 
    young camels of Midian and Ephah. 
And all from Sheba will come, 
    bearing gold and incense 
    and proclaiming the praise of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
EPHESIANS 3: 2-12 
 

2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for 
you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4 In 
reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was 
not made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s 
holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together 
with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 

7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working 
of his power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to 
preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone the 
administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 
10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made 
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose that 
he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God 
with freedom and confidence. 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C:   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
HYMN    As with Gladness Men of Old 
 
As with gladness men of old, did the guiding star behold, 
As with joy they hailed its light, leading on-ward, beaming bright, 
So, most gracious Lord, may we, evermore Your followers be. 
 
As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to Your lowly bed,  
There to bend the knee before, You Whom heav’n and earth adore,  
So may we with willing feet, ever seek Your mercy seat. 
 
As they offered gifts most rare, at Your cradle, rude and bare,  
So may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to You, our heav’nly King. 
 
Holy Jesus, ev’ry day, keep us in the narrow way; 
And, when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, where no clouds Your glory hide. 
 
In the heav’nly country bright, need they no created light; 
You its light, its joy, its crown, You its sun which goes not down. 
There forever may we sing, Alleluias to our King! 
 
 
 
 
SERMON    
 
a message based on Matthew 2: 1-12 
 
 
 
 



1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the 
east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 
his star in the east and have come to worship him.” 

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had 
called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ 
was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 
 
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
    who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’” 
 

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had 
appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As 
soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it 
rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the 
star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 
they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 
gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to 
Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 
   
 
 
 
HYMN    The King of Love My Shepherd Is  
 
The King of love my shepherd is, Whose goodness fails me never; 
I nothing lack if I am His, And He is mine forever. 
 
Confused and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love He sought me 
And on His shoulder gently laid And home rejoicing brought me. 
 
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With You, dear Lord, beside me; 
Your rod and staff my comfort still, Your cross before to guide me. 
 
And so through all the length of days Your goodness fails me never. 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise Within Your house forever! 
 
 
 
 

WE RESPOND 
 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.   



For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” (2 Cor. 4:18) 
 
 
 
OFFERING SONG 
 
Thank you, Lord, for saving my soul. 
Thank You, Lord, for making me whole. 
Thank You, Lord, for giving to me 
Thy great salvation so rich and free.  (Repeat) 
 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
ELECTIONS.  We will have a congregational meeting on January 29th to elect officers for the congregation.  
Micah Derieg is finishing his first term as president and is willing to serve again.  Ted Calvert is finishing his 
first term as head elder and is willing to serve again.  If you are interested in serving in either of these 
capacities, please speak with Jeff Hanel, the vice president, or Pastor Sternhagen. 
 
 
BUILDING TEAM PRESENTATION.  On 29 January, along with the Voters’ Meeting, the Building Team will 
present designs for the building seeking the congregation’s input. 
 
 



CONGREGATIONAL PLANNING SESSION.  Each year we make tentative plans for the year.  On Sunday 22 
January, in place of Bible Class, we will have a planning session.  All are invited to participate and think 
through ministry for the coming year. 
 
NEED SOME HELP.   

• Cleaning after worship.  Sharon Horn and &Tammie Johnson are coordinating! Please speak to 
them if you wish to help volunteer. 

 
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT.  Leadership Team.  The Leadership Team has three main purposes:  to oversee the 
ministry, to hold the pastor accountable, and to provide for the needs of the other ministry teams.   They meet 
as needed but usually about once a month.  Three members are elected by the congregation to two year terms 
with a limit of two terms in a row.   President, Vice-president, and Secretary.  The Head Elder ensures that 
they perform their duties in a godly and loving way.  This January, the President and the Head Elder are up for 
election. 
 
RML Eagle for a Day.  Rocky Mountain Lutheran is hosting a special day for 7th graders on Friday, January 
27. Students will have an opportunity to spend a day with us to attend classes, have a free pizza lunch, and 
find out more about all our Christian school has to offer in academics and extracurriculars. More information 
can be found at www.rmlhs.net/eagle-for-a-day where you are also able to register.  If you have any 
questions, contact our school office at 303-346-1947. 

 
 

• Ministry Planning Session.  22 Jan. 

• Installation of Pastor Koelpin (Winsor mission) @ Loveland.  22 Jan. 

• Eagle for a day.  27 Jan. 

• Congregational Meeting.  29 Jan. 

• Building Team Presentation.  29 Jan. 

• Choir Practice begins.  8 Feb. 

• Building Team.  9 Feb. 

• Eagle Choir.  12 Feb. 

• Pans of Hope Play.  19 Feb. 

• Ash Wednesday worship.  22 Feb. 

• Soup Supper.  22 Feb. 

• Pans of Hope Play.  5 Mar. 

• Building Team.  9 Mar. 

• Confirmation Practice.  31 Mar. 

• Confirmation.  2 Apr. 

WEEK OF: JANUARY 8 – JANUARY 15 

Sunday             January 8                              
9:00 am    Worship 
10:30                 Sunday School, Bible Class,  
                            Youth Group 
 
Wednesday   January 11 
5:45 pm           Pans of Hope 
7:15 pm           Catechism Class 
8:15 pm           Delano Bible Class 

Thursday       January 12 
9:00 am            McBible Study  
6:00 pm            Building Team 
 
Sunday            January 15                            
9:00 am    Worship  
10:30 am          Sunday School, Bible Study,  
                            Youth Group 
 

  Full calendar on our website.   

http://www.rmlhs.net/eagle-for-a-day


• Palm Sunday.  2 Apr. 

• Maundy Thursday.  6 Apr. 

• Soup Supper.  6 Apr. 

• Good Friday.  7 Apr. 

• Easter Sunday.  9 Apr. 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN      Living Hope 
 
How great the chasm that lay between us,  
How high the mountain I could not climb. 
In desperation I turned to heaven 
And spoke Your name into the night. 
Then through the darkness Your loving kindness 
Tore through the shadows of my soul. 
The work is finished, the end is written. 
Jesus Christ, my Living Hope. 
 
CHORUS:   Hallelujah! Praise the One who set me free! 
       Hallelujah! Death has lost its grip on me. 
       You have broken ev’ry chain,  
      There’s salvation in Your name. 
      Jesus Christ, my Living Hope.  
 
Who could imagine so great a mercy? 
What heart could fathom such boundless grace? 
The God of ages stepped down from glory 
To wear my sin and bear my shame. 
The cross has spoken.  I am forgiven. 
The King of Kings calls me His own. 
Beautiful Savior, I’m yours forever. 
Jesus Christ, my Living Hope.   
 
CHORUS 
 
Then came the morning that sealed the promise. 
Your buried body began to breathe. 
Out of the silence the roaring Lion 
Declared the grave has no claim on me. 
Jesus, Yours is the victory. 
 
CHORUS 2X 

 
Jesus Christ, my Living Hope.  

 God, You are my Living Hope! 
 


