
 

1 January 2023 
Liturgy:  Special 
Pianist:  Kristin Sternhagen 
 
THEME:  A New Year 
 
New Year’s Day or Eve brings the promise of a fresh start.  Things will be different in 2023.  
I resolve to do this or change that.  Truthfully God gives us a fresh start every day through 
the forgiveness of sins…but that is another sermon. 
 
New Year’s also brings with it contemplation and introspection about the year gone by, 
about the future, and about the times that we live in.  Where is all of this going?  What does 
it all mean?  What I am doing with my life? 
 
The people in Jesus’ day were in a contemplative mood.  They were trying to understand the 
signs of the times and what they all meant.  They asked Jesus about the meaning of a strange 
and terrible event.  Jesus’ answer was not what they expected.  His answer is so very 
appropriate as we contemplate a new year.    
 
 
 
HYMN     With the Lord Begin Your Task 
 
With the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it.   
For His aid and counsel ask; Jesus will perfect it. 
Ev’ry morn with Jesus rise, and, when day is ended,  
In His name then close your eyes; be to Him commended.  
 
Let each day begin with prayer, praise and adoration. 
On the Lord cast every care; He is your salvation. 
Morning, evening, and at night, Jesus will be near you, 
Save you from the tempter’s might, with His presence cheer you. 
 
With your Savior at your side, foes need not alarm you; 
In His promises confide, and no ill can harm you. 
All your trust and hope repose, in the mighty Master,  
Who in wisdom truly knows, how to stem disaster. 
 
If your task is thus begun, with the Savior’s blessing, 
Safely then your course will run, naught your soul distressing. 



Good will follow everywhere, while you here must wander;  
You at last the joy will share in the mansions yonder. 
 
 
 
WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
 
 
 
RESONSIVE READING – Revelation 21 
 
 
 
Pastor: I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look!  God’s dwelling place is now 
among the people,  
Congregation: And He will dwell them. 
P:  They will be His people, 
C:  And God Himself will be with them and be their God. 
P:  He will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
C:  There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, 
P:  For the old order of things has passed away.” 
C:  He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” 
P:  Then He said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
C:  He said to me:  “It is done.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. 
P:  To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 
C:  Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be My 
children. 
 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P: In the name of our God, to Whom all hearts are open and from Whom no secrets are 
hidden.  Amen.      
 
ALL:    O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy, 

and in Your faithfulness, come to my relief. 
   Do not bring Your servant into judgment, 
    for no one living is righteous before You. 
   Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails. 



   Do not hide Your face from me, for I have put my trust in You. 
   Show me the way I should go, 
    for to You I lift up my soul. 
   Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God. 
 
 
PRAYER 
Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I have sinned 
against You in my thoughts, my words, and my actions.  I have not loved You with my whole 
heart; I have not loved others as I should.  I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and 
am deeply sorry for them. 
 
 
P:  Jesus says to His people: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”  His death paid 
for the guild of your sins and the sins of the whole world.  Do you believe this? 
 
C:  Yes, I believe. 
 
P:  Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.  Be assured that 
you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life. 
 
ALL:  O Lord, my God, I call to You for help, and You answered me.  I thank You for the love 
You have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior.  Through Him You have rescued me from the 
guilt of my sin and given me the peace of forgiveness.  Help me fight against temptation, 
correct whatever wrongs I can, and serve You and those around me with love and good 
works.  In Jesus’ name, I pray.  Amen. 
 
  P:  Go in peace.  The Lord be with you. 
  
 
 
  SONG 
 
 
Just as I am, without one plea     But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
All my hope is in Jesus   Thank God my yesterday’s gone 
All my sins are forgiven    I’ve been washed by the blood  
 
Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,   Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 



Because Thy promise I believe,     O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
All my hope is in Jesus   Thank God my yesterday’s gone 
All my sins are forgiven    I’ve been washed by the blood 
 
Just as I am; Thy love unknown    Has broken ev’ry barrier down. 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
All my hope is in Jesus   Thank God my yesterday’s gone 
All my sins are forgiven    I’ve been washed by the blood 
 
 
 
GOD SPEAKS 
 
 
NOTE:  After each reading… 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
NUMBERS 6: 22-27 
  

22 The Lord said to Moses, 23 “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless 
the Israelites. Say to them: 

24 “‘“The Lord bless you 
    and keep you; 
25 the Lord make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
26 the Lord turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace.”’ 
27 “So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.” 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 2: 13-23 
 



13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get 
up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, 
for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 

14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 
where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”  

16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and 
he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and 
under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said 
through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
 

18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, 
    weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children 
    and refusing to be comforted, 
    because they are no more.”  

 
19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 

and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 

21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But 
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23 
and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the 
prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene. 
 
 
 
 HYMN  Great is Thy Faithfulness 
 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,   
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;   
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
 
Chorus:   Great is Thy faithfulness!  Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see;  
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
 
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 



Sun moon and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.  Chorus: 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 
Blessing all mine, with ten thousand beside!  Chorus: 
 
 
 
SERMON   (a sermon based on Luke 13: 1-9) 
 
 

1 Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that 
these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this 
way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who 
died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all 
the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he 
went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the 
vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t 
found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 

8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and 
fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” 
 
 
 
  HYMN  Have Thine Own Way 
 
Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way. 
Thou art the Potter, I am the clay; 
Mold me and make me, after Thy will 
While I am waiting, yielded and still. 
 
Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way. 
Search me and try me, Master today. 
Whiter than snow, Lord, wash me just now, 
As in Thy presence humbly I bow. 
 



Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way. 
Wounded and weary, help me, I pray. 
Power all power, surely is Thine. 
Touch me and heal me, Savior divine. 
 
Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have thine own way. 
Hold o’er my being absolute sway. 
Fill with Thy Spirit till all shall see 
Christ only always, living in me.  
 
 
 
 
WE RESPOND 
 
 
 
 
THANK OFFERING  
 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.   
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  
(2 Corinthians 4:18) 
 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and ever.  Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
THE SACRAMENT 
 



 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night He was betrayed took bread, when He had given 
thanks, He broke it. He gave it to His disciples saying, “Take and eat. This is my body which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 
 
Then, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it all of you. This 
cup is the new covenant of My blood poured out for you for the forgiveness of all of your 
sins.  Do this whenever you drink it in remembrance of Me.” 
 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
C:   Amen. 
 
 
(The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with 
Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common faith. We ask 
then that only those who have made that confession of faith through instruction or a visit 
with our pastor come for Communion. Guests, our pastor would love to visit with you about 
the blessings of this Supper.  Please speak with the pastor after the service.) 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
 
 
 HYMN  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;  
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all you nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 
 Chorus:  Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel!  Chorus. 



 
Hail, the heav’nly Prince of Peace!  Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.  Chorus. 
  
 
 
HYMN  Joy to the World 
 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room and heav’n and nature sing,  
And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 
Joy the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, repeat the sounding joy,  
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found,  
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love,  
And wonders of His love and wonders, wonders of His love. 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
CATECHISM CLASS OUTING.  Tuesday, the Catechism Class will go on a fellowship outing.  We will 
be bowling.   
 



ELECTIONS.  We will have a congregational meeting on January 29th to elect officers for the 
congregation.  Micah Derieg is finishing his first term as president and is willing to serve again.  Ted 
Calvert is finishing his first term as head elder and is willing to serve again.  If you are interested in 
serving in either of these capacities, please speak with Jeff Hanel, the vice president, or Pastor 
Sternhagen. 
 
BUILDING TEAM PRESENTATION.  On 29 January, along with the Voters’ Meeting, the Building 
Team will present designs for the building seeking the congregation’s input. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL PLANNING SESSION.  Each year we make tentative plans for the year.  On 
Sunday 22 January, in place of Bible Class, we will have a planning session.  All are invited to 
participate and think through ministry for the coming year. 
 
NEED SOME HELP.   

• Cleaning after worship.  Sharon Horn and &Tammie Johnson are coordinating! Please 
speak to them if you wish to help volunteer. 

 
 

 

WEEK OF: DECEMBER 18 – DECEMBER 25 2022 

Sunday             January 1, 2023                              
9:00 am    Worship 
 
Tuesday          January 3 
11:30 am         Catechism Class Outing 
 
Wednesday   January 4 
7:15 pm           Catechism Class 

Thursday       January 5 
9:00 am           McBible Study  
6:00 pm           Building Team 
 
Sunday            January 8                            
9:00 am    Worship  
10:30 am          Sunday School, Bible Study,  
                            Youth Group 
 

  Full calendar on our website.   



 
• Steel Pan Practice begins.  11 Jan. 
• Building Team.  12 Jan. 
• Ministry Planning Session.  22 Jan. 
• Installation of Pastor Koelphin (Winsor mission) @ Loveland.  22 Jan. 
• Eagle for a day.  23 Jan. 
• Congregational Meeting.  29 Jan. 
• Building Team Presentation.  29 Jan. 
• Choir Practice begins.  8 Feb. 
• Building Team.  9 Feb. 
• Eagle Choir.  12 Feb. 
• Pans of Hope Play.  19 Feb. 
• Ash Wednesday worship.  22 Feb. 
• Soup Supper.  22 Feb. 
• Pans of Hope Play.  5 Mar. 
• Building Team.  9 Mar. 
• Confirmation Practice.  31 Mar. 
• Confirmation.  2 Apr. 
• Palm Sunday.  2 Apr. 
• Maundy Thursday.  6 Apr. 
• Soup Supper.  6 Apr. 
• Good Friday.  7 Apr. 
• Easter Sunday.  9 Apr. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 CLOSING SONG   How Great Thou Art 
 
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder  
Consider all the works Thy hand hath made,  
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,  
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed.   
 
Chorus:  Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to Thee,  
“How great Thou art!  How great Thou art!” 
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to Thee,  
“How great Thou art!  How great Thou art!” 
 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander,  
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;  
When I look down from l lofty mountain grandeur  
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze,  Chorus. 
 
And when I think that God, His Son not sparing,  
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in,  



That on the cross my burden gladly bearing  
He bled and died to take away my sin. Chorus. 
 
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation  
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!   
Then I shall bow in humble adoration  
And there proclaim:  “My God, how great Thou art!” Chorus. 
 


