
18 December 2022 
Liturgy:  First Song of Isaiah 
Pianist:  Kayla Clark 
 
THEME:  And He Will Be Called…Prince of Peace 
 
Christmas is the season of peace.  Peace on earth and good will towards men.  Peace, Peace.  Even 
wars have been paused at Christmas.  Even families that are at war or at least battle pause their 
battling for just a day to enjoy Christmas together.  That is the power and influence of the Prince of 
Peace. 
 
But sometimes to make peace, you need to destroy and fight.  Jesus says that He came to bring a 
sword.  He would destroy.  His life would end in violence and death.  Even His disciples would 
almost all according to tradition die for their faith.   
 
Christianity is the faith of peace.  Jesus is the Prince of Peace.  But be warned, the faith of peace led 
by the Prince of Peace will not always live in peace.  
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN     O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light, 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King and peace to all the earth. 
 
How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav’n. 
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin 
Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.   
We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell; 
Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
 
Pastor: Almighty God, before whose presence the angels veil their faces, with reverence and love we 
acknowledge Your glory and worship You – the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, eternal Trinity. 
 
Congregation: May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in Your sight, 
O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.   
 
 
 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Shepherd Candle 
 

The shepherd candle is to remind us of the shepherd’s faith. Think of the shepherds out in 
the field watching their sheep. Guarding the sheep was an important job for the shepherds but 
when they heard that the Savior was born, they left their sheep to go and find him. Why would they 
do that? They went because they believed the promise given to their forefathers and had 
anticipated his coming for many centuries. 

Not only did they leave their sheep, but they looked for Jesus in a stable. A manger would 
seem a most unlikely place to find the Savior of all men. Why would they look for him there? The 
shepherds looked there because they believed the angels’ message from God. They went to 
Bethlehem, and found Jesus, just as they had been told. 
  
 
P:  We light four Advent candles, remembering Jesus, the son of God and son of Mary.  He came to 
share our humanity. 
 
C:  We remember Jesus, whose name means Savior.  He came to save His people from their sins. 
 
P:  We hear His call to give Him a place in our hearts. 
 
C:  We light four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope.  
 



P:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
 
C:  Through Your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
C: Thank you, God, for planting faith in our hearts. Help us to hear and study Your Word so our faith 
and love may grow more and more. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P: O holy and most merciful Father, we confess that from birth our sinful nature has made us unfit 
to stand before You. What is more, we have broken Your law repeatedly in our thoughts, words, and 
actions. So often we do the evil You forbid and fail to do the good You command. You know our 
hearts and our lives, Lord. We are guilty and deserve only to be condemned.  But at Your gracious 
Word we come to You, and plead, "God have mercy on me, a sinner!"      
 
 
C: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing love; according to Your great compassion 
blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  For I know my 
transgressions and my sin is always before me.  Against You, You only have I sinned and done what 
is evil in Your sight.  Hide Your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 
 
 
P: The Lord, our gracious Father, has forgiven all your sins through the life and death of His one and 
only Son, Jesus the Christ. With His resurrection from death He has given you the sure hope of 
everlasting life. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.  
 
So go now and leave the life of sin and produce fruit in keeping with repentance. Let your light 
shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven! 
 
 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see! 
 
The Lord has promised good to me; His Word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be, As long as life endures. 
 
 
 

GOD SPEAKS 
 
NOTE:  After each reading… 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 



 
 
 
LUKE 1: 57-66 
  

57 When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 58 Her 
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy. 

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 
after his father Zechariah, 60 but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called John.” 

61 They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that name.” 
62 Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. 63 

He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.” 64 
Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 
All the neighbors were filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking 
about all these things. 66 Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is this 
child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with him. 
 
 
 
 
ROMANS 12: 14-21 
 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who 
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but 
be willing to associate with people of low position.[a] Do not be conceited. 

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 
18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, 
my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” 
says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: 

 
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 
 
 
 
HYMN  Away in a Manger   
 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay,  
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.  
 
The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love You, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 



Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask You to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Your tender care,  
And take us to heaven to live with You there. 
 
 
 
SERMON  And He Will Be Called…Prince of Peace 
 

    (a message based on Isaiah 9: 6) 
 
 

6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
 

34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to turn 
 

“‘a man against his father, 
    a daughter against her mother, 
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— 
36     a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’ 

 
37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone 

who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not take up 
their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever 
loses their life for my sake will find it. 
 
 
 
HYMN  The First Song of Isaiah   
  
Chorus: Surely it is God who saves me.    

I will trust in Him and not be afraid, 
    For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense  

And He will be my Savior. 
 
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing  
From the springs of salvation, 
And on that day you shall say give thanks to the Lord 
And call upon His name.  Chorus. 
 
Make His deeds known among the peoples.   
See that they remember that His name is exalted.   
Sing the praises of the Lord for He has done great things  
And this is known in all the world.  Chorus. 
 
Cry aloud inhabitants of Zion!  Ring out your joy!   
For the great One in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.  Chorus. 



WE RESPOND 
 
 
THANK OFFERING  
 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.   
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  
(2 Corinthians 4:18) 
 
 
 
TIME OF PRAYER 
 
 
I must tell Jesus all of my trials. I cannot bear these burdens alone. 
In my distress He kindly will help me. He ever loves and cares for His own.  
I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus. I cannot bear my burdens alone. 
I must tell Jesus.  I must tell Jesus. Jesus can help me, Jesus alone. 
 
PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are Yours now and ever.  Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
  I must tell Jesus all of my troubles. He is a kind, compassionate friend. 
If I but ask Him, He will deliver; Make of my troubles quickly an end.  
I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus. I cannot bear my burdens alone. 
I must tell Jesus.  I must tell Jesus. Jesus can help me, Jesus alone. 
 
 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you.  
P:   Lift up your hearts. 
C:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C:   It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 



P:   Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing.  
  
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His 
Christ.  To Him Who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory 
for ever and ever. 
 
 
Just as I am, without one plea But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night He was betrayed took bread, when He had given thanks, He 
broke it. He gave it to His disciples saying, “Take and eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of Me.” 
 
Then, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it all of you. This cup is 
the new covenant of My blood poured out for you for the forgiveness of all of your sins.  Do this 
whenever you drink it in remembrance of Me.” 
 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:   Amen. 
 
Just as I am and waiting not to rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,  
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
 
HYMN  Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 
 
Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manger;  
There He lay the undefiled, to the world a stranger.   
Such a babe in such a place – Can He be the Savior?   
Ask the saved of all the race who have found His favor. 
 
Angels sang about His birth; wise men sought and found Him.   
Heaven’s star shone brightly forth, glory all around them.   
Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, heard the angels singing.   
All the plains were lit that night; all the hills were ringing.   
 
Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manger;  
He is still the undefiled, but no more a stranger.   
Son of God, of humble birth, beautiful the story;  
Praise His name in all the earth, hail the King of glory! 



 
HYMN  It Is Well With My Soul 
 
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
Chorus:   It is well with my soul.  It is well, it is well with my soul 
 
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
Let this blest assurance control: 
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate, 
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.  Chorus: 
 
My sin, O the joy of this glorious thought, 
My sin, not in part but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more, 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  Chorus: 
 
And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend, 
Even so, it is well with my soul. Chorus: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Catechism Outing.  3 Jan.   

• Building Team. 12 Jan. 

• Steel Pan Practice begins.  11 Jan. 

• Installation of Pastor Koelpin – Winsor Mission.  22 Feb. 

• Ministry Planning Session.  22 Jan. 

• Congregational Meeting.  29 Jan. 

• Choir Practice begins.  8 Feb. 

• Building Team. 9 Feb. 

• Eagle Choir.  12 Feb. 

• Steel Pan Plays.  19 Feb. 

• Ash Wednesday worship.  22 Feb. 

• Soup Supper.  22 Feb. 
 
 
 
COOKIE WALK.  Did you bring a dozen of your favorite cookies to church today? Take home a dozen made by 
others.  YUM! 
 
WORSHIP ON DECEMBER 25TH AND JANUARY 1ST.  We will still have worship on these two days because 
they are Sundays.  Join us as we celebrate Jesus’ birth and as we celebrate the new year.  No Sunday School or 
Bible Class though. 
 
OFFERING ENVELOPS.  If you would like a box of offering envelops, please sign up on the sheet in the back of 
the church.  Speak with Judi S. for more information.   
 
NEED SOME HELP.   

• Cleaning after worship.  Sharon Horn and &Tammie Johnson are coordinating! Please speak to 
them if you wish to help volunteer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK OF: DECEMBER 18 – DECEMBER 25 2022 

Sunday             December 18                              
9:00 am    Worship 
10:30 am          Sunday School, Bible Study,  
                            Youth Group, Cookie Walk 
 
Wednesday   December 21 
5:15 pm           Pans of Hope       
7:15 pm           No Catechism Class 
8:30 pm           Delano Bible Class 

Thursday       December 22 
9:00 am            McBible Study  
 
Saturday         December 24 
6:00 pm            Glorious Night – A Christmas 
                                                             Pageant 
 
Sunday            December 25                            
9:00 am    Worship – Christmas Day 
 

  Full calendar on our website.   

SHARING HOPE 
December item: Soup 
All donations are welcome. 
Next Food Distribution:  
Next month’s item: Breakfast 
Items 



CLOSING SONG  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;  
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all you nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 
 Chorus:  Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel!  Chorus. 
 
Hail, the heav’nly Prince of Peace!  Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.  Chorus. 


