
11 December 2022 
Liturgy:  Make Me a Servant 
Pianist:  Kristin Sternhagen 
 
 
THEME:  And He Will Be Called…Everlasting Father 
 
We all need someone taking care of us.  Even the most independent of us in some way needs the 
love and care of another.  Sometimes though we feel very alone.  Friends leave us.  Family dies.  
People move on.  Children move out.  The parents feel alone.  The student feels alone.   
 
In the cold world, we ask, “Does anyone care?”  Or “is everyone only in it for themselves?”   
 
And into this world with so many lonely people who wonder if anyone cares, comes the Christ-
child.  He will be called Everlasting Father, and that is a comfort. 
          
 
 
HYMN     Once in Royal David’s City 
 
Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for His bed; 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.   
 
He came down to earth from heaven Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable, and His cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and mean and lowly lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 
But our eyes at last shall see Him through His own redeeming love, 
For that child, so dear and gentle, is our Lord in heav’n above, 
And He leads His children on to the place where He is gone. 
 
Not in that poor, lowly stable with the oxen standing by 
Shall we see Him but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high. 
Then like stars His children crowned, all in white, His praise will sound. 
 
 
 

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: We begin our worship and praise the same way we were baptized: In the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
 



MORNING PRAYER 
 
C: I thank you my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 
and life may please You. Into Your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  
               
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
              
 
The Angel Candle 
 
The angel candle reminds us of that first coming of Christ when the angels announce the Savior’s 
birth to the shepherds. Read Luke 2:8-14. The pink of this candle emphasizes the joy of the 
shepherds as they heard the wonderful news of a Savior. 
 
 The angel candle also reminds us of Christ’s second coming when he will come again with all his 
angels on the last day.  
 
  
 
P:  We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Light of the world.  He came to defeat the 
prince of darkness. 
 
C:   We remember Jesus, who came in answer to His people’s prayers.  John proclaimed Him the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 
 
P:  We hear His call to see the light. 
 
C:  We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence. 
 
P:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
 
C:  Through Your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 
  
 
PRAYER 
 
C:  Dear Jesus, we’re waiting for that wonderful day, when you will return, with all of your angels. 
What an awesome gift to be able to go with you to that glorious home in heaven to live with you 
eternally. Amen 
 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P: As believers in Christ we are called to repent of our sins and forgive one another. In the book of 
James we are told, “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for one another so that you 
may be healed.” As one body in Christ, we unite our hearts in prayer: 
 
 
 
C:  Lord, I pray to You because I am hurting. I have cut myself off from You and others by the sin in 
my life.  I need Your forgiveness so that I may find healing for my wounded life and for the wounds I 
have caused others.  Today in the name of Jesus I pray, forgive me and by the power of Your Holy 
Spirit renew my heart.  Amen 
 
 
SONG Change My Heart, O God   
 
Change my heart, O God; Make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; May I be like You. 
 
You are the potter; I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 
 
Change my heart, O God; Make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; May I be like You 
 
 
P: We take comfort and find confidence in the words of Jesus, “He has sent me to announce 
forgiveness to the prisoners and to restore sight to the blind, to give mercy to those whose lives are 
shattered by sin, to announce the favor of the Lord.” God gave His only Son, Jesus, to die for our sins 
and rise from death to give us eternal life. We are forgiven. We live in the favor of the Lord. 
 
C:    Amen! 
 
 
 
SONG Blessed Assurance 
 
Blessed Assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!   
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of His Spirit washed in His blood. 
 
Chorus:   This is my story; this is my song,  

Praising my Savior all the day long;  
      This is my story; this is my song,  

Praising my Savior all the day long.  
 
Loving Submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest,  
Watching and waiting, looking above,  
Filled with His goodness, kept in His love.  Chorus. 
 
 



GOD SPEAKS 
 
 
 
NOTE:  After each reading… 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 146 
 
P:  Praise the Lord.  Praise the Lord, my soul. 
C:  I will praise the Lord all my life. I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
P:  Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save. 
C:  When their spirit departs, they return to the ground;  
P:  On that very day their plans come to nothing. 
C:  Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,  
P:  Whose hope is in the Lord their God. 
C:  He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them— 
P:  He remains faithful forever. 
C:  He upholds the cause of the oppressed  
P:  And gives food to the hungry. 
C:  The Lord sets prisoners free, the Lord gives sight to the blind, 
P:  The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down,  
C:  The Lord loves the righteous. 
P:  The Lord watches over the foreigner  
C:  And sustains the fatherless and the widow, 
P:  But he frustrates the ways of the wicked. 
C:  The Lord reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations.   
P:  Praise the Lord. 
 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 1: 18-25 
 

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about[a]: His mother Mary was pledged 
to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the 
Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet[b] did not want to 
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus,[c] because he will save his people from their sins.” 



22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”[d] (which means “God with 
us”). 

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 
Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. 
And he gave him the name Jesus. 
 
 
 
ROMANS 8: 12-17 
 

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live 
according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you 
received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received 
brought about your adoption to sonship.[a] And by him we cry, “Abba,[b] Father.” 16 The Spirit 
himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are 
heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we 
may also share in his glory. 
 
 
 
THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
C:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
HYMN  Mary’s Little Boy Child 
 
Long time ago in Bethlehem, So the Holy Bible say, 
Mary’s boy child, Jesus Christ, Was born on Christmas Day 
 
Chorus:   Hark! Now hear the angels sing. New King is born today. 

And men will live forevermore Because of Christmas Day! 
 
While shepherds watched their flocks by night,  
They saw a bright, new shining star, 
They heard the choirs of angels sing, The music came from afar. 
Joseph and his wife, Mary, Came to Bethlehem that night, 
They found no place to bear the child; Not a single room was in sight.  Chorus. 
 



By and by they found a little nook, In a stable all forlorn, 
And in a manger, cold and dark, Mary’s little boy child was born. 
 
Trumpets sound and angels sing, Listen to what they say, 
That men will live forevermore, Because of Christmas Day! 
 
 
SERMON  And He Will Be Called…Everlasting Father 
 
    (a message based on Isaiah 9: 6) 
 

6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
 
 
HYMN   What Child is This 
 
What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?   
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?   
This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing.   
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 
Why lies He in such mean estate where oxen now are feeding?   
Good Christians, fear; For sinners here the silent Word is pleading.   
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through; the cross He’ll bear for me, for you.   
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king to own Him.   
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him.   
Raise, raise the song on high; The virgin sings her lullaby.   
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the Son of Mary! 
 
 
 
 

WE RESPOND 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.   
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  
(2 Corinthians 4:18) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING SONG 
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 
 
And now, let the weak say “I am strong!” Let the poor say “I am rich!”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  
And now, let the weak say “I am strong!” Let the poor say “I am rich!”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son.  Give thanks… 
 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are Yours now and ever.  Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
COOKIE WALK.  Bring a dozen of your favorite cookies to church on Sunday 18, December and take home a 
dozen made by others.  YUM! 
 
CRAFT FAIR.  Thank you to all of the vendors, visitors, and helpers of the Craft Fair.  It was a wonderful 
success.  Thank you, especially, to Carol B. for all of her hard work. 
 
WORSHIP ON DECEMBER 25TH AND JANUARY 1ST.  We will still have worship on these two days because 
they are Sundays.  Join us as we celebrate Jesus’ birth and as we celebrate the new year.  No Sunday School or 
Bible Class though.   



 
OFFERING ENVELOPS.  If you would like a box of offering envelops, please sign up on the sheet in the back of 
the church.  Speak with Judi S. for more information.   
 
RML CHRISTMAS CONCERT. The students and directors have been hard at work preparing for the Christmas 
Concert.  The concert will be held at Zion Lutheran Church (2600 S Wadsworth Blvd, Denver, CO 80227) on 
Friday, December 16 beginning at 7:00 pm. Please join us in worshipping the Christ-child. 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE INVITATIONS.  Take a few and invite your family or friends to join us on Christmas Eve at 6 
pm.   
 
NEED SOME HELP.   

• Cleaning after worship.  Sharon Horn and &Tammie Johnson are coordinating! Please speak to 
them if you wish to help volunteer. 

• Gift baskets for the children.  We need someone to put together 30 Christmas goodie bags for the 
children for Christmas Eve.  Speak with Pastor S.  

• Christmas Invites.  Writing invitations to new people in our community.  Packets or 20 are available 
in the back.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

• Pans of Hope play.  18 Dec. 
• Christmas Eve Worship. 24 Dec. 
• Catechism Outing.  3 Jan.   
• Steel Pan Practice begins.  11 Jan. 
• Building Team.  12 Jan. 
• Ministry Planning Session.  22 Jan. 
• Installation of Pastor 

Koelpin – Winsor Mission.  
22 Feb. 

• Congregational Meeting.  29 Jan. 
• Choir Practice begins.  8 Feb. 
• Building Team.  9 Feb. 
• Eagle Choir.  12 Feb. 
• Pans of Hope Play.  19 Feb. 
• Ash Wednesday worship.  22 Feb. 
• Soup Supper.  22 Feb. 

 
 

 

WEEK OF: DECEMBER 11 – DECEMBER 18, 2022 

Sunday             December 11                              
9:00 am    Worship  
10:30 am          Sunday School, Bible Study,  
                            Youth Group 
5:00 pm            Couples’ Club @ Desroches 
 
Wednesday   December 14 
5:15 pm           Pans of Hope       
7:15 pm           Catechism Class 
8:30 pm           Delano Bible Class 

Thursday       December 15 
9:00 am            McBible Study 
6:00 pm            Leadership Team 
 
Friday              December 16 
7:00 pm            RML Christmas Concert 
 
Sunday            December 18                            
9:00 am    Worship – Pans of Hope play 
10:30 am          Sunday School, Bible Study,  
                            Youth Group, Cookie Walk 

  Full calendar on our website.   



 
 
 
 
CLOSING SONG   Make Me A Servant 
 
Make me a servant, humble and meek;  
Lord, let me lift up those who are weak. 
And may the prayer of my heart always be: 
Make me a servant, make me a servant, 
Make me a servant today. (2X) 
 


