
4 December 2022 
Pianist:  Courtney Zahn 
Liturgy:  P. 26 
 
THEME:  And He Will Be Called…Mighty God 
 
Don’t be fooled.  The tiny baby, laying in the manger, son of a young lady and a common carpenter, 
born not to wealth or power or influence, this is the Almighty God Who is over all and through all 
and in all.  
 
This truth teaches us that our Savior had to be one of us and God’s love moved Him to leave His 
throne to be our Savior.  But it also teaches us something about the ways of God.  God does not 
operate like us humans, and sometimes that confuses us.  Sometimes it leads us to doubt God.  
Sometimes it leads us to miss the workings of our God in our lives.  Our God operates in a different 
way, and the baby born in Bethlehem teaches us that. 
 
 
 
HYMN    Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful 
 
Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
Oh, come ye, oh come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him, Born the King of angels.  
 
Chorus : Oh, come, let us adore Him, Oh, come let us adore Him,  
  Oh, come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 
God from true God, and Light from Light eternal,  
Born of a virgin, to earth He comes, 
Only begotten Son of God the Father.  Chorus. 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation;  
Sing all ye citizens of heav’n above.   
Glory to God, all Glory in the highest. Chorus. 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning;  
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv’n,  
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing.  Chorus. 
 
 

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you. 
  
Congregation:  And also with you.  



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
              
 
 
The Bethlehem Candle 
 
The second candle is called the Bethlehem candle. It is to remind us that Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, came to earth and was born as a baby in Bethlehem. 
  
In the Old Testament book of Micah, it was prophesied that the Savior would be born in Bethlehem. 
To keep this promise, God caused people and events to follow his plans throughout history. When 
God determined the time was right for the Savior to be born, the emperor decided that a counting of 
the people should take place. The emperor did not know that his decision was actually an essential 
part of God’s master plan. Read Luke 2:1-7. 
  
P: We light two Advent candles remembering Jesus, Who came in history. He came into a world of 
sin and death. 
 
C: We remember Jesus, Who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist prepared the way of 
the Lord. 
 
P: We hear his call to repent. 
 
C: We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal. 
 
P: Through Your word and spirit, may our souls be blessed. 
  
 
PRAYER 
 
C: We thank you, dearest Savior, for coming to earth as a little baby. Help us to always remember 
the reason why you came. Then let us praise you forever for taking away our sins and for promising 
we will be with you in heaven. Amen. 
 
 
 
  
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P: God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him with humble and penitent hearts. 
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us. 
 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed You in 
my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 
deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 



 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;  
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all you nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 
Chorus:  Hark!  The herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel!  Chorus. 
 
 
 

GOD SPEAKS 
 
 
NOTE:  After each reading… 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
LUKE 1: 26-45 
 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you.” 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 
be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will 
reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[a] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth 
your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is 
in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the 
angel left her. 



39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40 where 
she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she 
exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I 
so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your 
greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed 
that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” 
 
 
 
1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-31 
 

26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you 
were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But 
God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world 
to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the 
things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is 
because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts 
boast in the Lord.”  
 
 
HYMN   Behold a Branch is Growing 
 
Behold, a Branch is growing, of loveliest form and grace, 
As prophets sang, foreknowing; It springs from Jesse’s race 
And bears one little flow’r, in midst of coldest winter, 
At deepest midnight hour. 
 
Isaiah had foretold it, in words of promise sure, 
And Mary’s arms enfold It, a virgin meek and pure. 
Through God’s eternal will, this child to her is given 
At midnight calm and still. 
 
This flow’r, so small and tender, with fragrance fills the air;   
His brightness ends the darkness, that kept the earth in fear.           
True God and yet true man, He came to save His people 
From earth’s dark night of sin. 
 
O Savior, Child of Mary, Who felt our human woes, 
O Savior, King of glory, Who conquered all our foes, 
Bring us at last, we pray, to the bright courts of heaven 
And to the endless day.   
 
 
 
SERMON  And He Will Be Called…Mighty God 
 
 
    (a message based on Isaiah 9: 6) 



6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he 
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
 
 
 
HYMN   What Child is This 
 
What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?   
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?   
This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing.   
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 
Why lies He in such mean estate where oxen now are feeding?   
Good Christians, fear; For sinners here the silent Word is pleading.   
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through; the cross He’ll bear for me, for you.   
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king to own Him.   
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him.   
Raise, raise the song on high; The virgin sings her lullaby.   
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the Son of Mary! 
 
 
 
 

WE RESPOND 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.   
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  
(2 Corinthians 4:18) 
 
 
PRAYER  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For  
the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and ever.  Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
 



THE SACRAMENT 
 
 
INVITATION & EXPLANATION 
 
 
P:   The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C:   It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
 
P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love He has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing.  Through His holy prophets, He promised a King to bring light to those living in 
darkness and the shadow of death. 
 
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His 
Christ.  To Him Who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory 
forever and ever.   
  
 

 C:   Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
  The whole earth is full of Your glory. 
  You are my God, and I will exalt You. 
  I will give You thanks, for You have become my salvation. 
  Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
  The whole earth is full of Your glory.   
 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night He was betrayed took bread, when He had given thanks, He 
broke it. He gave it to His disciples saying, “Take and eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of Me.” 
 
Then, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it all of you. This cup is 
the new covenant of My blood poured out for you for the forgiveness of all of your sins.  Do this 
whenever you drink it in remembrance of Me.” 
 
M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 C:   Amen. 
 
 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
 
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  



Have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  
Have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  
Grant us Your peace.  Amen. 
 
 
(The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ 
and with one another as Christians who are united around a common faith. We ask then that only 
those who have made that confession of faith through instruction or a visit with our pastor come for 
Communion. Guests, our pastor would love to visit with you about the blessings of this Supper.  
Please speak with the pastor after the service.) 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
 
How Great Thou Art 
 
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder  
Consider all the works Thy hand hath made,  
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,  
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed.   
 
Chorus:  Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to Thee,  
“How great Thou art!  How great Thou art!” 
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to Thee,  
“How great Thou art!  How great Thou art!” 
 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander,  
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;  
When I look down from l lofty mountain grandeur  
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze,  Chorus. 
 
And when I think that God, His Son not sparing,  
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in,  
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing  
He bled and died to take away my sin. Chorus. 
 
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation  
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!   
Then I shall bow in humble adoration  
And there proclaim:  “My God, how great Thou art!” Chorus. 
 
Battle Belongs 
 
When all I see is the battle 
You see my victory 
When all I see is the mountain 
You see a mountain moved 



And as I walk through the shadow 
Your love surrounds me 
I know there's nothing to fear now 
For I am safe with You 
 
Chorus: So when I fight I'll fight on my knees 
With my hands lifted high 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 
And every fear I lay at Your feet 
I'll sing through the night 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 
 
And if, O God You are for me 
Who can be against me 
I know that Jesus there's nothing 
Impossible for You 
When all I see are the ashes 
You see the beauty 
When all I see is a cross, God  
You see the empty tomb  Chorus 
 
Bridge:  Almighty Fortress You go before us 
Nothing can stand against 
The power of our God 
You shine in the shadow 
You win every battle 
Nothing can stand against 
The power of our God  (Repeat bridge) 
  
Chorus 
 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 
 
 
 
Thank the Lord 
 
Thank the Lord and sing His praise.  Tell ev’ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.  
He renews His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
With shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
P:  Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised You here may glorify 
You in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of Your Son may long for His coming 
again, and that all who have received in His true body and blood the pledge of Your forgiveness may 
be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
 C:  Amen. 



BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
YOUTH GROUP (LHYG).  Join us as we continue with the life and drama of David.  God loved him and us, too.  
 
ADVENT BY...  Thank you to all who helped with ABC & Advent by Firelight.  What a wonderful evening.  
Special thank you to Al H. & Erika B. for their efforts. 
 
COOKIE WALK.  Bring a dozen of your favorite cookies to church on Sunday 18, December and take home a 
dozen made by others.  YUM! 
 
CRAFT FAIR.  This Saturday, we will host our annual craft fair.  30 or more vendors set up and hundreds of 
people from our community visit our facility.  This is an outreach 
event.  Carol B. organizes most of it, but she needs help with some 
basic things on the day and setting the church back up that afternoon.  
If you are able to help on that day, please speak with Carol B. or Pastor 
S. 
 

COUPLES’ CLUB.  Couples’ Club at Living Hope on Sunday, 
December 11th @ 5pm. Alan & Laurie D. will provide beverages and 
GAMES!!! We have some super fun "Minute to Win It" style games!  Bring your favorite seasonal snack... 
either Salty or Sweet...We can't wait!  
 
OFFERING ENVELOPS.  If you would like a box of offering envelops, please sign up on the sheet in the back of 
the church.  Speak with Judi S. for more information.   
 
NEED SOME HELP.   

• Cleaning after worship.  Sharon Horn and &Tammie Johnson are coordinating! Please speak to 
them if you wish to help volunteer. 

• Craft Fair.  Setting up the sanctuary on Saturday afternoon.  10 Dec. at 3 pm.  Many hands…. 
• Christmas Invites.  Writing invitations to new people in our community.  Wednesday 7 Dec. at 6:30 

pm.  Pizza provided.   
• Christmas Invites.  For the Craft Fair and general distribution.  Thursday 8 Dec at 9 am.  McBible 

Study at McDonalds. 
 
OUR PARTNERS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SHARING HOPE 
December item: Soup 
All donations are welcome. 
Next Food Distribution:  
Next month’s item: Breakfast 
Items 



Schedule for the week 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Piano Recital.  13 Dec. 

• Leadership Team.  15 Dec. 

• RML Christmas Concert.  16 Dec. 

• Cookie Walk.  18 Dec. 

• Pans of Hope play.  18 Dec. 

• Christmas Eve Worship. 24 Dec. 

• Catechism Outing.  3 Jan.   

• Steel Pan Practice begins.  11 Jan. 

• Building Team.  12 Jan. 

• Ministry Planning Session.  22 Jan. 

• Congregational Meeting.  29 Jan. 

• Choir Practice begins.  8 Feb. 

• Eagle Choir.  12 Feb. 

• Steel Pan Plays.  19 Feb. 

• Ash Wednesday worship.  22 Feb. 

• Soup Supper.  22 Feb. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN   Joy to the World 
 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room and heav’n and nature sing,  
And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 
Joy the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, repeat the sounding joy,  
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 

Sunday             December 4                               
9:00 am    Worship  
10:30 am          Sunday School, Bible Study,  
                            Youth Group 
 
Wednesday   December 7 
5:15 pm           Pans of Hope       
6:30 pm           Christmas Invites (Pizza  
                           provided)      
7:00 pm           Building Team 
7:15 pm           Catechism Class 
8:30 pm           Delano Bible Class 

Thursday December 8 
9:00 am            McBible Study – Craft fair  
                            Christmas Invites 
 
Saturday         December 10 
8:00 am            Craft Fair 
3:00 pm            Craft Fair clean up                        
 
Sunday             December 11                            
9:00 am    Worship 
10:30 am          Sunday School, Bible Study,  
                            Youth Group 
5:00 pm            Couples’ Club @ LHL 

  Full calendar on our website.   



He comes to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found,  
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love,  
And wonders of His love and wonders, wonders of His love. 


