
28 August 2022 
Litrugy:  Your Grace & Mercy 
Pianist:  Kristin Sternhagen 
 
 
THEME:   I am & I will. 
 
We all want to serve the Lord.  It is part of why we are connected to this congregation.  Serving the 
Lord is a natural part of the Christian Faith.  But sometimes we grow weary.  Sometimes we don’t 
really feel it anymore.  Sometimes the good deed doesn’t feel so good anymore.  Jesus points out one 
reason why that might be.  He tells us that He is the true vine.   
 
We have been studying the I Am statements of Jesus.  Jesus uses those statements to explain to His 
disciples and to us who He is.  He uses them to describe our relationship with Him.  And today Jesus 
says that without Him, everything we do is meaningless…He actually says we can’t do anything. 
 
 
 
OPENING SONG As the Deer  
 
As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after You. 
You alone are heart’s desire, and I long to worship You. 
 
Chorus:  You alone are my strength, my shield.   

To You alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart’s desire,  
and I long to worship You.   

 
I love you more than gold or silver, only you can satisfy. 
You alone are the real joy giver, and the apple of my eye.  Chorus.   
 
You’re my friend and You’re my brother, even though You are a King. 
I love You more than any other, so much more than anything.  Chorus.   
 
 
 

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
 
 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P:  We gather here today before our Lord and Creator.  He created us to serve Him and to love one 
another.  But we have separated ourselves from Him with our sins.  So let us now confess our sins 
to Him and ask for His forgiveness. 
 
C:  Merciful Father, I confess that I am a sinner.  I make no excuses for my sins.  I have sinned 
against You by the things I have done and the things I have not done.  I come before You this 
morning in need of Your forgiveness. 
 
 
 
   I need Thee ev’ry hour, Most gracious Lord; 

No tender voice like Thine can peace afford. 
 

Chorus:   I need Thee, oh, I need Thee;  
Ev’ry hour I need Thee! 
Oh, bless me now, my Saviour; I come to Thee. 

 
I need Thee ev’ry hour; Stay Thou nearby. 
Temptations lose their pow’r, When Thou art nigh.    Chorus: 

 
P:  Jesus died to take away all of your sins.  You are forgiven.  You have been washed in the blood of 
the Lamb, Jesus Christ, and come before Him this morning forgiven of all your sins.  You are His 
child, and an heir of eternal life.  May God’s grace strengthen you to live each day as His forgiven 
and dearly loved child.   
 
C:  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
  RESPONSES OF PRAISE  Your Grace and Mercy & Sanctuary 
 
Your grace and mercy brought me through.  
I'm living this moment because of You. 
I want to thank You and praise You too.  
Your grace and mercy brought me through. 
 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,  
Pure and holy, tried and true.  
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living  
Sanctuary for You.  (repeat last song only) 

 
 
 
P:  God is good…  
C:  All the time.  
P:  All the time…  
C:  God is good. 



P:  How great the love the Father has lavished on us…   
C:  That we should be called children of God.  
P:  Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we can ask or imagine 
C:  To the only wise God be glory in the church throughout all generations.   
P:  Let God’s people say:    
C:  Amen.   
 
 
 

GOD SPEAKS 
 
 
 
NOTE:  After each reading… 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
PSALM 80  
 
P:  Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock. 
C:  You who sit enthroned between the cherubim, 
P:  Shine forth before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. 
C:  Awaken your might; come and save us. 
P:  Restore us, O God; make your face shine on us, that we may be saved. 
C:  How long, Lord God Almighty, will your anger smolder against the prayers of your people? 
P:  You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
C:  You have made them drink tears by the bowlful. 
P:  You have made us an object of derision to our neighbors, and our enemies mock us. 
C:  Restore us, God Almighty; make your face shine on us, that we may be saved. 
P:  You transplanted a vine from Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it. 
C:  You cleared the ground for it, and it took root and filled the land. 
P:  The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches. 
C:  Its branches reached as far as the Sea, its shoots as far as the River.  
P:  Why have you broken down its walls so that all who pass by pick its grapes? 
C:  Boars from the forest ravage it, and insects from the fields feed on it. 
P:  Return to us, God Almighty! Look down from heaven and see! 
C:  Watch over this vine, the root your right hand has planted, 
P:  The son you have raised up for yourself. 
C:  Your vine is cut down, it is burned with fire;  
P:  At your rebuke your people perish. 
C:  Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand, 
P:  The son of man you have raised up for yourself. 
C:  Then we will not turn away from you;  
P:  Revive us, and we will call on your name. 
C:  Restore us, Lord God Almighty; make your face shine on us, that we may be saved. 
 



ALL:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
ISAIAH 5: 1-7 
 
1I will sing for the one I love 
    a song about his vineyard: 
My loved one had a vineyard 
    on a fertile hillside. 
2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones 
    and planted it with the choicest vines. 
He built a watchtower in it 
    and cut out a winepress as well. 
Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, 
    but it yielded only bad fruit. 
3 “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah, 
    judge between me and my vineyard. 
4 What more could have been done for my vineyard 
    than I have done for it? 
When I looked for good grapes, 
    why did it yield only bad? 
5 Now I will tell you 
    what I am going to do to my vineyard: 
I will take away its hedge, 
    and it will be destroyed; 
I will break down its wall, 
    and it will be trampled. 
6 I will make it a wasteland, 
    neither pruned nor cultivated, 
    and briers and thorns will grow there. 
I will command the clouds 
    not to rain on it.” 
7 The vineyard of the Lord Almighty 
    is the nation of Israel, 
and the people of Judah 
    are the vines he delighted in. 
And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; 
    for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 
 
 
 
 
 
JOHN 15: 9-17 
 

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep 
my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in 
his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 
My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if  you do what I command. 15 I no 



longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have 
called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You 
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit 
that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my 
command: Love each other. 
 
 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C:   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
 
House of the Lord 
 
We worship the God who was. 
We worship the God who is, 
We worship the God who evermore will be. 
 
He opened the prison doors. 
He parted the raging sea. 
Our God.  He holds the victory. 
 
CHORUS: There’s joy in the house of the Lord.  

There’s joy in the house of the Lord today. 
And we won’t be quiet.  
We shout out Your praise! 
There’s joy in the house of the Lord.  
Our God is surely in this place. 
And we won’t be quiet.   
We shout out your praise. 

 
 
We sing to the God who heals, 



We sing to the God who saves, 
We sing to the God who always makes a way 
 
‘Cause He hung upon that cross, 
And He rose up from that grave. 
My God’s still rolling stones away!   CHORUS: 
  
 
BRIDGE: We were the beggars, now we’re royalty.  
We were the prisoners, now we’re running free. 
We are forgiven, accepted, redeemed by His grace. 
Let house of the Lord sing praise.  (Sing Twice) 
 
CHORUS: 
       
 We shout out your praise! 
 
 
 
SERMON   
 
I am & I will: 
 I am the True Vine. 
 
(a sermon based on John 15: 1-8) 
 

 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that 
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will be even more 
fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I 
will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you 
bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch 
that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If 
you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8 
This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 
   
 
 
  HYMN    Drawn to the Cross 
 
Drawn to the cross, which You have blessed  
With healing gifts for souls distressed,  
To find in You my life, my rest, Christ crucified, I come. 
 
How well You know my griefs and fears, 
Your grace abused, my misspent years; 
So now to you with contrite tears, Christ crucified, I come.  
 
Wash me and take away each stain; 



Let nothing of my sin remain. 
For cleansing through Your cross and pain,  
Christ crucified, I come. 
 
To pledge my labor willingly,  
Which shall so sweet a service be 
That angels well might envy me, Christ crucified, I come.   
 
 
 
 

WE RESPOND 
 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.   
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” (2 Cor. 4:18) 
 
 
 
  OFFERING SONG 
 

Thank you, Lord, for saving my soul. 
 Thank You, Lord, for making me whole. 
 Thank You, Lord, for giving to me 
 Thy great salvation so rich and free.  (Repeat) 
 
 
 
 
ORDER OF FAREWELL & GODSPEED – Raul, Jen, & Roo 
 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 



 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS.  
 
CALL TO SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH in WOODBURY, MN.  Pastor Sternhagen received a call last week to 
serve a group of Christians who have been without a pastor for over a year.  They are seeking someone who 
will ‘liven up’ worship, help the congregation transition from a small to a midsized congregation, and do 
outreach.   Pray for the Spirit’s guidance for him, and speak to him – the Spirit often uses our brothers and 
sisters to guide and direct.   
 
FALL CHOIR & PANS OF HOPE STEEL ORCHERSTRA.  Both ministries are starting up soon.  Steel Pan starts 
this week on Wednesday from 5:15 to 6:45 pm and Choir on 21st September from 7 to 8 pm.  Everyone is 
welcome to join.  Speak with Kristin S. if you are interested.   
 
EVERY MEMBER VISITS.  Pastor will be arranging visits with each family over the coming months.  Want to 
meet for coffee?  Pastor likes caffeine.  Love to bake?  Pastor would love to come over and eat your cookies.  
Only have a few minutes?  Pastor can socialize fast!  Let him know what days will work for you and he would 
love to have a nice visit! 
 
WORK DAY #2.  On 18th September, the Landscaping Team will host another work day.  8 am to 11 am.  Bring 
gloves, rakes, and a disdain for weeds.   
 
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETINGS.  Both the Security Team & the Sunday School Teachers will meet this 
morning after worship to organize themselves for the coming year.  Thank these two teams for the work that 
they do on our behalf.   
 
 
BUILDING NEWS.  The Building Team has received a contract from Lee Architects.  The team is reviewing the 
contract right now.  They will meet on 8 Sept to discuss.  They are hiring a surveyor, a lawyer, and  a partridge 
in a pear tree. 
 
REVIEW OF TRIP TO DELANO. 
 
 
NEED SOME HELP.   

• Mission Festival on 4 September.  Finding some Thai snacks for after worship and/or creating a 
special poster/presentation board/something for the day. 

• Cleaning after worship.  Looking for someone to coordinate the cleaning.  Not do all the cleaning, 
but find volunteers,  purchase supplies, and remind volunteers. 

 

SHARING HOPE 
Aug. item: Breakfast foods 
All donations are welcome. 
Next Food Distribution: Aug 27 
Next month’s item: Canned fruit 



 
SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 
 
Sunday             August 28                               
9:00 am    Worship 
10:30 am          Sunday School, Bible Study,  
                            Youth Group 
10:30 am         Sunday School Meeting 
10:30 am         Security Team Meeting 
 
Tuesday          August 30 
6:00 pm            Member Care Team 
 
Wednesday   August 31 
5:15 pm            Pans of Hope 
 
Thursday September 1 
9:00 am            McBible Study 
             
Sunday            September 4                               
9:00 am    Worship --  Mission Festival 
10:30 am          Sunday School,  
                            Mission  Presentation,  
                            Youth Group 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
 
• Building Team.  8 Sept.   

• Catechism Party.  9 Sept. 

• Couples’ Club.  11 Sept. 

• RMLHS Delegate Meeting.  11 Sept. 

• Food Collection.   17 Sept. 

• Tate S. Fundraiser.  17 Sept. 

• Work Day #2.  17 Sept. 

• Choir Practice Begins.  21 Sept. 

• Leadership Team.  22 Sept. 

• Food Distribution.  24 Sept. 

• Fall Pastors’ Conf.  27-28 Sept. 

• Fall LWMS Rally.  1 Oct. 

• Steel Pan Plays.  9 Oct. 

• Couples’ Club.  9 Oct. 

• Building Team.  13 Oct. 

• Food Collection.  22 Oct. 

• Food Distribution.  29 Oct.   

• Choir Sings.  30 Oct. 

• Reformation Sunday.  31 Oct. 

• Saints’ Triumphant Sunday.  13 Nov. 



• Thanksgiving Sunday.  20 Nov.  
 
 
 HYMN     Lord, I Need You 
 
Lord I come, I confess,  
Bowing here, I find my rest.   
Without You, I fall apart. 
You’re the One that guides my heart. 
 
Chorus:   Lord, I need You, Oh, I need You. 

Ev’ry hour I need You.  
You’re my one defense, my righteousness, 
Oh, God, how I need You.    

 
Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more. 
Where is grace is found is where You are. 
Where You are, Lord I am free. 
Holiness is Christ in me.  Chorus. 
 
Bridge  So teach my song to rise to You. 
When temptations comes my way. 
When I cannot stand, I’ll fall on You; 
Jesus, You’re my hope and stay.   
 
Chorus 
 
 


