
24 July 2022 
Liturgy:  Speak, O Lord 
Pianist:  Kristin Sternhagen 
 
 
THEME:  I am & I will… 
 
The picture is a group of people groping around in the darkness of a cave trying to find their way 
out.  Lost and frustrated and bumping their shins.  Humanity spends so much of their lives lost in 
the darkness of lies, sin, and destruction.  No one wants to grope around in the darkness, lost and 
confused and frustrated.  And there are so many voices calling out to us and telling us that they 
have the answers…they have the truth.   
 
Who should we listen to?  Who should we trust?  Which one makes sense?  Who should we follow?  
The one with the flashlight…the one who can show us the way out of the darkness of the cave.  We 
should follow the Light   
 
In our sermon series for the rest of the summer, Jesus makes simple statements…the I Am & I Will 
statements….to help us understand Him and our relationship with.  Today Jesus tells us that He is 
the Light.   
 
 
 
 
HYMN   Deeper, Deeper 
 
Deeper, Deeper in the love of Jesus, Daily let me go 
Higher, higher in the school of wisdom,  More of grace to know. 
 
Chorus:  O deeper yet, I pray, 

And higher ev’ry day, 
And wiser blessed Lord, 
In Thy precious, holy word. 

 
Deeper, deeper! blessed Holy Spirit, Take me deeper still, 
Till my life is wholly lost in Jesus,  And His perfect will Chorus: 
 
Deeper, deeper! tho’ it cost hard trials, deeper let me go! 
Rooted in the holy love of Jesus, Let me fruitful grow. Chorus: 
 
Deeper, higher, ev’ry day in Jesus, Till all conflict past, 
Finds me conqu’ror, and in His own image,  Perfected at last. Chorus: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: We worship this morning in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES (Revelation 19) 
 
P:  Salvation and glory and power belong to our God.  
C:  For true and just are His judgments 
P:  Praise our God, all you His servants, 
C:  You who fear Him both small and great 
P:  For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  
C:  Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory! 
 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
C:  O God of peace, we turn aside from an unsettled world, seeking rest for our spirits, and light for 
our thoughts.  We bring our work to be sanctified, our wounds to be healed, our sins to be forgiven, 
and our hopes to be renewed.  In You there is perfect harmony and peace.  Draw us to You, and ease 
the tensions of our lives.  Lead us out of the emptiness of this world, and fill us with Your peace.  For 
Jesus’ sake.  Amen.   
 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking Him in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do 
You should cast me away from Your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus sake. 
 
 



P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In His great mercy, God made us alive in 
Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through His called servant: I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
Amazing grace shall always be my song of praise, 
For it was grace that bought my liberty; 
I’ll never know just why Christ came to love me so, 
He looked beyond my fault and saw my need. 
 
I shall forever lift mine eyes to Calvary, 
To view the cross where Jesus died for me; 
How marvelous the grace that caught my falling soul, 
He looked beyond my fault and saw my need. 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER FOR A LIFE OF SERVICE 
 
 
C: Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace: 
  Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
  Where there is injury, pardon; 
  Where there is doubt, faith; 
  Where there is despair, hope; 
  Where there is darkness, light; 
  And where there is sadness, joy. 
 
 Heavenly Father, grant that I may not so much seek 
  To be consoled, as to console; 
  To be understood, as to understand; 
  To be loved, as to love; 
  For it is in giving that we receive, 
  It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
  And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.   
 In Your Son’s name, we pray.  Amen.   
 
 
 

GOD SPEAKS 
 
 
 
 
 



NOTE:  After each reading… 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SONG  Speak, O Lord   
 
Speak, O Lord, as we come to You  
To receive the food of Your holy Word.  
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us;  
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness,  
That the light of Christ might be seen today  
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.  
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us  
All Your purposes for Your glory.  
 
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;  
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us—  
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time  
That will echo down through eternity.  
And by grace we'll stand on Your promises,  
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us.  
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built  
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 
 
 
 
Psalm 119: 97-112 
 
P:  Oh, how I love Your law!  
C:  I meditate on it all day long.  
P:  Your commands make me wiser than my enemies,  
C:  For they are ever with me.  
P:  I have more insight than all my teachers,  
C:  For I meditate on Your statutes.  
P:  I have more understanding than the elders,  
C:  For I obey Your precepts.  
P:  I have kept my feet from every evil path  
C:  So that I might obey Your word.  
P:  I have not departed from Your laws,  
C:  For You Yourself have taught me.  
P:  How sweet are Your words to my taste,  
C:  Sweeter than honey to my mouth!  
P:  I gain understanding from Your precepts;  
C:  Therefore I hate every wrong path.  
P: Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 



C: I have taken an oath and confirmed it,  
P: That I will follow Your righteous laws. 
C: I have suffered much; preserve my life, Lord, according to Your word. 
P: Accept, Lord, the willing praise of my mouth, and teach me Your laws. 
C: Though I constantly take my life in my hands, I will not forget Your law. 
P: The wicked have set a snare for me,  
C: But I have not strayed from Your precepts. 
P: Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart. 
C: My heart is set on keeping Your decrees to the very end. 
 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
1 JOHN 1:5-2:2 
 

 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is 
no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie 
and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all[a] sin. 

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is 
not in us. 

1My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 
 
 
 
 
EXODUS 13:17-22 
 

17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the 
Philistine country, though that was shorter. For God said, “If they face war, they might change their 
minds and return to Egypt.” 18 So God led the people around by the desert road toward the Red 
Sea.[a] The Israelites went up out of Egypt ready for battle.  

19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him because Joseph had made the Israelites swear 
an oath. He had said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up with 
you from this place.” 

20 After leaving Sukkoth they camped at Etham on the edge of the desert. 21 By day the 
LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of 
fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. 22 Neither the pillar of cloud by day 
nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people. 
 
 
 
 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
HYMN    House of the Lord 
 
We worship the God who was. 
We worship the God who is, 
We worship the God who evermore will be. 
 
He opened the prison doors. 
He parted the raging sea. 
Our God.  He holds the victory. 
 
CHORUS: There’s joy in the house of the Lord.  

There’s joy in the house of the Lord today. 
And we won’t be quiet.  
We shout out Your praise! 
There’s joy in the house of the Lord.  
Our God is surely in this place. 
And we won’t be quiet.   
We shout out your praise. 

 
 
We sing to the God who heals, 
We sing to the God who saves, 
We sing to the God who always makes a way 
 
‘Cause He hung upon that cross, 
And He rose up from that grace. 
My God’s still rolling stones away!   CHORUS: 
  
 
BRIDGE: We were the beggars, now we’re royalty.  

We were the prisoners, now we’re running free. 
We are forgiven, accepted, redeemed by His grace. 
Let house of the Lord sing praise.  (Sing Twice) 

 
CHORUS: 
       
 We shout out your praise! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON   
 
I am & I will: 
 I am the Light of the World. 
 
(a sermon based on John 8: 12) 
 
 
 
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." 
 
 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  (Sung to the tune of #486 in the red hymnal) 
 
I believe in God the Father, Maker of the heav’n and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ, our Saviour, God’s own Son of human birth, 
Virgin-born, the Lord incarnate, Whom the Spirit did conceive. 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate. He’s the God whom I believe. 
 
Crucified, was dead and buried; Down to hell in victory; 
From the dead He rose the third day; Up to heav’n triumphantly. 
There at God’s right hand He’s ruling. By His will the world is led. 
He will come to judge the nations, Both the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in God the Spirit, In His Church, His chosen band. 
They are joined in sweet communion. Holy in His sight they stand. 
I believe in sins forgiven. I believe I’ll rise again. 
I believe in life eternal.  Amen!  Amen!  Amen! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE RESPOND 
 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.   
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  
(2 Corinthians 4:18) 
 
 



 
 Thanks, Thanks, I give You thanks   for all You’ve done. 
I am so blessed; my soul is at rest.  O Lord, I give You thanks.  (Repeat) 
 
 
 
PRAYER  
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your 
name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in 
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 
power and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
CLEANNG AFTER WORSHIP.  We no longer hire a cleaner, but we are responsible for cleaning up after 
ourselves.   If you can help with one task or two after church, that would be great.  A clipboard of tasks is 
hanging on pastor’s office door.   
 
WELS/ELS SINGLES RETREAT.  November 11-13, 2022 at Camp Phillip.  Did you know that November 11 
is International Singles Day? We invite you to join us at the 2022 WELS/ELS Singles Retreat on November 11-
13 at Camp Phillip, Wisconsin for a weekend of fun and fellowship. For more information about the event and 
to register check out our webpage: https://wels-els-singles.com/2022-retreat. 
 
BUILDING NEWS.  The Building Team met this last week to discuss the proposal from Lee Architects.  We had 
four areas that we wanted clarified regarding their proposal.   
 
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT.  Leadership Team has three main purposes:  to oversee the ministry, to hold the 
pastor accountable, and to provide for the needs of the other ministry teams.   They meet as needed but 

SHARING HOPE 
July item: Breakfast foods 
All donations are welcome. 
Next Food Distribution: Aug 27 
Next month’s item: Canned fruit 



usually about once a month.  Three members are elected by the congregation to two year terms with a limit of 
two terms in a row.   President, Vice-president, and Secretary.  The Head Elder ensures that they perform 
their duties in a godly and loving way.  This month the Leadership Team will likely meet to discuss the 
proposal from Lee Architects.   
 
Our Partners. 

• WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod).  A federation of 1200 congregation and 30 world 
missions.  We partner with them in mission work, in pastor training, and many other ministries.  
Wels.net 

• RMLHS (Rocky Mountain Lutheran High School).  We share a facility and a mission.  The High 
School’s mission is to raise up well-educated Christian young men and women.  

• Colleges:    
o Martin Luther College in New Ulm, MN.  Trains pastors and teachers for ministry. 
o Wisconsin Lutheran College in Milwaukee, WI.  Christian College that includes many courses 

of study. 
o Colorado Christian University in Lakewood, CO.  Christian College.  Many paths of study.  

Scholarships available for members of Living Hope Lutheran.   
• Reunion Smiles Dentistry.  A partnership with our ministry, Sharing Hope, focused on helping our 

community. 
• Ace Hardware @ Reunion Marketplace.  A partnership with our ministry, Sharing Hope, focused on 

helping our community.  
• Delfina’s Sweets.  Local sweet shop partners with our Evangelism Team.   
• Academia Cristo.  An online series of courses for Christian growth and understanding in Spanish.  

academiacristo.com.  or download for free in the App Store. 

 
SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 
 
Sunday             July 24                                   
9:00 am    Worship 
10:30 am          Sunday School, Bible Study,  
                            Youth Group 
 
Thursday July 28 
9:00 am            Small Group 2 @ McDonalds  
 
Sunday             July 31                               
9:00 am    Worship 
10:30 am          Sunday School, Bible Study,  
                            Youth Group 
 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
 
• Couples’ Club.  14 Aug. 

• Food Collection.  20 Aug. 

• CCU visit.  21 Aug. 

• Visit to Delano Crew.  25 -27 Aug. 

• Food Distribution.  27 Aug. 

• Mission Festival – Thailand.  4 Sept. 

• Couples’ Club.  11 Sept. 



• Food Collection.   17 Sept. 

• Work Day #2.  17 Sept. 

• Food Distribution.  24 Sept. 

• Fall LWMS Rally.  1 Oct. 

• Couples’ Club.  9 Oct. 

• Food Collection.  22 Oct.   
 

 
 
 
 CLOSING SONG   Thy Word is a Lamp Unto My Feet 
 
Chorus:  Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, And a light unto my path. 

   Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, And a light unto my path. 
 
When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 
Still You’re there right beside me. 
And nothing will I fear as long as You are near. 
Please be near me to the end.  Chorus.   
 
I will not forget Your love to me, and yet 
My heart forever is wandering. 
Jesus, be my guide, and hold me to Your side, 
And I will love You to the end.  Chorus.  
 
Nothing will I fear as long as You are near, 
Please be near me to the end.  Chorus.   


