
1 May 2022 
Liturgy:  Special 
Pianist:  Erin Clark 
THEME:  A Death Defying Faith…The idol we call LIFE. 
  
Death does not leave us alone.  In a way, death starts bugging us from the time we are born until the 
time when we finally die.  But because of Easter, we can look death in the face without fear.  We 
know that we will never die.  We know that even though we die, we will live forever.  But living that 
way…looking death in the face without fear…is hard.  Death always hurts.  Death is so very final.    
 
Jesus deals with the death of His friend Lazarus.  He helps Lazarus’ sisters deal with death.  And as 
we study Jesus’ words and actions, He will teach us to have a death defying faith.   
 
 
 
 
  HYMN   Jesus Christ is Risen Today 
 
Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 
 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
Unto Christ, our heav’nly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 
 
But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! 
Our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 
Now above the sky He’s King, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 
 
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as His love, Alleluia! 
Praise Him, all you heav’nly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 
 
 

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: We worship this morning in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 



 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES (Revelation 19) 
 
P:  Salvation and glory and power belong to our God.  Hallelujah! 
C:  For true and just are His judgments 
P:  Praise our God, all you His servants, 
C:  You who fear Him both small and great 
P:  For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  Hallelujah! 
C:  Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory! 
 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
C:  O God of peace, we turn aside from an unsettled world, seeking rest for our spirits, and light for 
our thoughts.  We bring our work to be sanctified, our wounds to be healed, our sins to be forgiven, 
and our hopes to be renewed.  In You there is perfect harmony and peace.  Draw us to You and ease 
the tensions of our lives.  Lead us out of the emptiness of this world and fill us with Your peace.  For 
Jesus’ sake.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking Him in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do 
You should cast me away from Your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
 
 
P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In His great mercy, God made us alive in 
Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through His called servant: I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 



 
 

GOD SPEAKS 
 
 
 
NOTE:  After each reading… 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    SONG  Speak, O Lord   
 
 
Speak, O Lord, as we come to You  
To receive the food of Your holy Word.  
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us;  
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness,  
That the light of Christ might be seen today  
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.  
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us   all Your purposes for Your glory.  
 
 
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;  
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us—  
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time  
That will echo down through eternity.  
And by grace we'll stand on Your promises,  
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us.  
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built   
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 
 
 
 
 
EXAMINATION 
 
 
 Aidan Sievers 
 Olivia Spencer 
 Judah Sternhagen 
 Nathan Whitney 
 
 
 



HYMN  Go, My Children with My Blessing 
 
Go, My children with My blessing, never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are My own. 
In My love’s baptismal river, I have made you Mine forever. 
Go My children, with My blessing – you are My own.   
 
Go, My children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
Here you heard My dear Son’s story; here you touched Him, saw His glory. 
Go, My children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
 
Go, My children, fed and nourished, closer to Me; 
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
Here My Spirit’s power filled you; here His tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, My children, fed and nourished, joyful and free. 
 
I the Lord will bless and keep you, and give you peace; 
I the Lord will smile upon you, and give you peace; 
I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 
Go, My children; I will keep you and give you peace.  
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON      Death Defying Faith…the Idol called Life. 
 
(a message based John 11:11-16) 
 
 
11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am 
going there to wake him up.” 
12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his 
death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 
14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so 
that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  HYMN OF THE MONTH   Living Hope 
 
How great the chasm that lay between us,  
How high the mountain I could not climb. 
In desperation I turned to heaven 
And spoke Your name into the night. 
Then through the darkness Your loving kindness 
Tore through the shadows of my soul. 
The work is finished, the end is written. 
Jesus Christ, my Living Hope. 
 
CHORUS:   Hallelujah! Praise the One who set me free! 
Hallelujah! Death has lost its grip on me. 
You have broken ev’ry chain,  
There’s salvation in Your name. 
Jesus Christ, my Living Hope.  
 
 
Who could imagine so great a mercy? 
What heart could fathom such boundless grace? 
The God of ages stepped down from glory 
To wear my sin and bear my shame. 
The cross has spoken.  I am forgiven. 
The King of Kings calls me His own. 
Beautiful Savior, I’m yours forever. 
Jesus Christ, my Living Hope.  Chorus. 
 
 
Then came that morning that sealed the promise. 
Your buried body began to breathe. 
Out of the silence the roaring Lion 
Declared the grave has no claim on me. 
Jesus, Yours is the victory. 
 
Hallelujah! Praise the One who set me free! 
Hallelujah! Death has lost its grip on me. 
You have broken ev’ry chain,  
There’s salvation in Your name. 
Jesus Christ, my Living Hope.  
Jesus Christ, my Living Hope.  
 God, You are my Living Hope! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WE RESPOND 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.   
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  
(2 Corinthians 4:18) 
 
 
Thanks, Thanks, I give You thanks 
For all You’ve done. 
I am so blessed; my soul is at rest. 
O Lord, I give You thanks.  (Repeat) 
 
 
 
 
RITE OF COMFIRMATION 
 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 
 
 
INVITATION & EXPLANATION 
 
 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
P:  Lift up your hearts. 



C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
P:   Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing.  In the past He spoke to us through the prophets, but in these last days He has 
spoken to us by His Son, Who is the radiance of His glory.   
 
 Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority 
of His Christ.  To Him Who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 
glory for ever and ever. 
 
 
 
 
 C:   Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.   
The whole earth is full of Your glory.   
You are my God, and I will exalt You.   
I will give You thanks, for You have become my salvation.   
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.   
The whole earth is full of Your glory.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 
M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night He was betrayed took bread, when He had given thanks, He 
broke it. He gave it to His disciples saying, “Take and eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of Me.” 
 
Then, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it all of you. This cup is 
the new covenant of My blood poured out for you for the forgiveness of all of your sins.  Do this 
whenever you drink it in remembrance of Me.” 
 
M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:   Amen. 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
 
 
 
 



  HYMN  Christ Arose 
 
Low in the grave He lay – Jesus my Saviour! 
Waiting the coming day –Jesus, my Lord! 
 
Chorus  Up from the grave He arose! 
With a mighty triumph o’er His foes; 
He arose a Victor from the dark domain, 
And He lives forever with His saints to reign! 
He arose! He arose!  Hallelujah! Christ arose! 
 
Vainly they watch His bed – Jesus, my Saviour! 
Vainly they seal the dead – Jesus, my Lord!    Chorus 
 
Death cannot keep his prey – Jesus, my Saviour! 
He tore the bars away – Jesus, my Lord!  Chorus 
 
 
 
  HYMN  I Know that My Redeemer Lives 
 
I know that my Redeemer lives; What comfort this sweet sentence gives!   
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; He lives, my ever-living Head!  
 
He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives eternally to save.   
He lives all glorious in the sky; He lives exalted there on high.   
 
He lives, my kind, wise heav’nly friend; He lives and loves me to the end.   
He lives, and while He lives I’ll sing; He lives my Prophet, Priest, and King.   
 
He lives, all glory to His name!  He lives, my Jesus, still the same.   
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:  “I know that my Redeemer lives!” 
 
 
 
 
  HYMN  Take My Life and let It Be 
 
Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee. 
 
Take my voice and let me sing always only for my King.  
Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from Thee.  
 
Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect and use, ev’ry power as Thou shall choose. 
 



Take my will and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart – it is Thine own; it shall be Thy royal throne. 
 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour at Thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for Thee.   
 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
CONGRAGATIONAL MEETING.  Last week the congregation voted to deny Rocky Mountain Lutheran High 
School.   
 
YOUTH GROUP.   IKEA was so much fun!  Who wants to build your own furniture now?  “Keep your lives free 
from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you, 
never will I forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5. Who doesn’t like talking about money?  Join us as we continue our 
journey with Dave Ramsey in the Foundation in Personal Finance for Highschoolers. 
 
PARKING LOT SALE.  Check out the insert for details. Start that spring cleaning now – we will accept 
donations after June 5th.  Check out the back table for sign-ups to help (we need sorters, strong backs to help 
pick up large items, trucks, and clean up helpers) and keep June 11 open to come shop!  All proceeds go to the 
building fund.  Speak to Erika B. for more information or to volunteer. 
 
CONFIRMATION.  Today, four of our young people, Nathan Whitney, Aidan Sievers, Olivia Spencer, and Judah 
Sternhagen, will take their first step toward an adult relationship with their Savior.  A public examination and 
Confirmation will take place during our worship, in addition to their first celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  
Join us to support and celebrate this milestone in these young Christians’ lives.  
 
MOTHERS’ DAY.  Mothers’ day is almost here…May 8th.   The Fellowship Team will provide carnations for 
children to give to their mother’s to thank them for their service and love. 
 
COUPLES’ CLUB.  All married couples are welcome.  Hosted by various members at 5 pm on May 8th.  
Fellowship, study, and food. Join us! Speak to Pastor for details. 
 
RMCC.  Registration is open and limited to 50% by the forest service.  Go to www.rmcc-wels.com.  For 6th thru 
12th graders.  July 16-23.   

 
 
 
 

http://www.rmcc-wels.com/


SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 
 
Sunday May 1                                
9:00 am    Worship 
10:30 am          No Sunday School or Bible  
                             Class 
     
Wednesday    May 4  
5:45 pm            Pan Practice  
 
Thursday May 5 
9:00 am            Small Group 2 @ McDonalds 
6:00 pm            Evangelism Meeting 
     
Sunday             May 8                                     
9:00 am    Worship 
10:30 am          Sunday School, Youth &   
                            Adult Bible Class 
 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
 
• Workday.  20 May 
• Food Collection.  21 May 
• Member Care Team.  24 May 
• RML Prism Concert.  27 May 
• RML Graduation.  28 May 
• Food Distribution.  28 May 
• Pentecost.  5 June 
• Garage Sale Donations begin.  5 June 
• District Convention.  6-8 June 
• Kick Off to Summer.  11 June 
• Garage Sale.  11 June 
• Couples’ Club.  12 June 
• Food Collection.  18 June 
• Food Distribution.  25 June 
• Praises in the Park.  26 June 
• Church Dedication – Laramie.  26 June 
• RMCC.  16-23 July. 
 
 
 
 CLOSING SONG   Go Now in Peace 
 
Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 
God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith steadfast, strong, and true. 
Know He will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love and show you believe. 



Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there, watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 


