
27 March 2022 
Liturgy:  Alas!  And Did… 
Pianist:  Dawn Punke 
THEME:  Becoming Righteous…by justifying our actions. 
 
My mom just called them excuses.  When I would try to explain to her why I didn’t clean my room 
or something when she told me to.  “I tried but my sisters wouldn’t let me.”  “I wasn’t feeling well so 
I couldn’t.”  “I was doing homework so I felt that I should keep doing that.”  And the inevitable reply:  
Stop making excuses.  Really I was trying to justify my actions…prove to someone that I was NOT 
GUILTY of my crime…of my sin.  I was trying to justify myself. 
 
We do the same things as adults.  Excuses…justifying ourselves in our own eyes and in the eyes of 
others.  Sometimes legitimate, many times not so legitimate.  And it doesn’t really work, does it?  
Conscience is still bothered.  Sleep is still interrupted.  Mind still runs.   
 
So what do we do about it?  Paul has an answer for us.  Instead of justifying ourselves in a way that 
doesn’t really work, go to the One, the only One, who can truly justify us.   
 
 
 
OPENING SONG    There is a Fountain 
 
 
There is a fountain filled with blood, Immanuel was slain 
And sinners who are washed therein, 
Lose ev’ry guilty stain, Lose ev’ry guilty stain. 
 
 The dying thief rejoiced to see, That fountain in his day; 
 And there have I, as vile as he, 
 Washed all my sins away, Washed all my sins away. 
 
  Dear dying Lamb, Your precious blood, Shall never lose its power 
  Till all the ransomed church of God, 
  Be saved and sin no more, Be saved and sin no more. 
 
When this poor lisping stamm’ring tongue, Lies silent in the grave, 
Then in a nobler, sweeter song, 
I’ll sing Your pow’r to save, I’ll sing Your pow’r to save. 
 
 
 
 

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
P:  We worship this morning in the name of the Father. 
C: Who gave us our life through His almighty power. 



P:  And in the name of the Son. 
C:  Who redeemed our life with His precious blood. 
P:  And in the name of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Who gave us eternal life through faith in Christ. 
 
 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
P:  Come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfector of our faith, Who for the joy set 
before Him, endured the cross in spite of the shame.  
  
  Alas, and did my Savior bleed 

And did my sovereign die 
Would He devote that sacred head  
For sinners such as I. 

 
P:  But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 
that brought us peace was on Him and by His wounds we are healed.   
 
  Was it for crimes that I had done 
   He groaned upon the tree. 
    Amazing pity, grace unknown 
    And love beyond degree.   
 
P:  About the sixth hour, darkness came over the whole land, for the sun stopped shining.  And the 
curtain of the temple tore in two.  Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Father, into Your hands I commit 
My spirit.”  When He had said this, He breathed His last. 
 
 
     Well might the sun in darkness hide 
            And shut its glories in 
            When God, the mighty Maker died, 
            For His own creatures’ sin.  
 
 
P:  Praise the Lord, o my soul, and forget not all His benefits – Who forgives all your sins and heals 
all your diseases. 
 
 
  Thus might I hide my blushing face 
   While His dear cross appears 
   Dissolve my heart in thankfulness 
   And melt my eyes to tears. 
 
 
P:  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer yourselves as living sacrifices, 
holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship. 
 



 
  But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
   The debt of love I owe 
   Dear Lord, I give myself away  
   ‘Tis all that I can do.   
 
 
 
 
PSALM 32 
 
 
P:  Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, 
C:  Whose sins are covered. 
P:  Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them 
C:  And in whose spirit is no deceit. 
P:  When I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
C:  Through my groaning all day long. 
P:  For day and night Your hand was heavy on me; 
C:  My strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.  
P:  Then I acknowledged my sin to You 
C:  And did not cover up my iniquity. 
P:  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” 
C:  And You forgave the guilt of my sin. 
P:  Therefore let all the faithful pray to You while You may be found; 
C:  Surely the rising of the mighty waters will not reach them. 
P:  You are my hiding place 
C:  You will protect me from trouble 
P:  And surround me with songs of deliverance. 
C:  I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
P:  I will counsel you with my loving eye on you. 
C:  Do not be like the horse or the mule which have no understanding 
P:  But must be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you. 
C:  Many are the woes of the wicked, 
P:  But the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the one who trusts in Him. 
C:  Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; 
P:  Sing, all you who are upright in heart! 
 
 
ALL:   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy, as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
LENTEN CONFESSION 
 
C:  Dear Savior, I have come to the foot of the cross many times in the past year with my load of sins.  
Once more I come, admitting that I am a sinner since birth, even from the time I was conceived.  
Once more I bring my load of transgressions against God’s holy law and place it on You.  Help me, 
dear Jesus, during this season of Lent, to understand what great love You have shown to me in 
carrying all my burdens to the cross.  Give me the will and the desire to turn from my sin.  Give me 



the faith and courage to take up whatever cross You give me, and follow You, day by day, to life 
eternal. Amen. 
 
 
P:  Christ Himself carried our sins in His body to the cross. It is by His wounds that you have been 
healed. 
 
 
 

GOD SPEAKS 
 
 
NOTE:  After each reading… 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
LUKE 23: 8-25 
 
  

8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been 
wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign of some 
sort. 9 He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 The chief priests and 
the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod and his 
soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 12 
That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had been enemies. 

13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them, 
“You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in 
your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he 
sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16 Therefore, I will 
punish him and then release him.” [17]  

18 But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” 19 
(Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.) 
20 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21 But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! 
Crucify him!” 

22 For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I have 
found in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then release 
him.” 

23 But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts 
prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided to grant their demand. 25 He released the man who had been 
thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to 
their will. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
HYMN  Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain 
 
 
Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain,  
Sinners ruined by the fall; 
Here a pure and healing fountain,  
Flows to you, to me, to all, 
In a full, perpetual tide,  
Opened when our Savior died. 
 
 
Come in poverty and meanness,  
Come defiled, without, within; 
From infection and uncleanness,  
From the leprosy of sin, 
Wash your robes and make them white;  
You shall walk with God in light.   
 
 
Come in sorrow and contrition,  
Wounded, paralyzed, and blind; 
Here the guilty, free remission,  
Here the troubled, peace may find. 
Health this fountain will restore;  
He that drinks shall thirst no more. 
 
 
He that drinks shall live forever;  
‘Tis a soul renewing flood.  
God is faithful; God will never,  
Break His covenant of blood, 
Signed when our Redeemer died,  
Sealed when He was glorified. 
 
 
 
SERMON  Becoming Righteous…by justifying our actions. 
 
  
 (a sermon based on Luke 16: 14-15 & Romans 4: 4-8) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Luke 16: 14-15 
14 The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. 15 He said to them, 
“You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God knows your hearts. What is 
highly valued among men is detestable in God’s sight. 
 
 
 
Romans 4: 4-8 
4 Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift but as an obligation. 5 
However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is 
credited as righteousness. 6 David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the 
man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: 

7 “Blessed are those 
    whose transgressions are forgiven, 
    whose sins are covered. 
8 Blessed is the man 
    whose sin the Lord will never count against him.” 

 
 
 
 
HYMN  The Power of the Cross 
 
Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day   
Christ on the road to Calvary 
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, Then     
Nailed to a cross of wood 
 
This, the power of the cross    Christ became sin for us 
Took the blame, bore the wrath    We stand forgiven at the cross 
 
Oh, to see the pain written on Your face     
Bearing the awesome weight of sin 
Every bitter thought, every evil deed 
Crowning Your bloodstained brow 
 
This, the power of the cross    Christ became sin for us 
Took the blame, bore the wrath    We stand forgiven at the cross 
 
Now the daylight flees, now the ground beneath 
Quakes as its Maker bows His head 
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life 
‘Finished!’ the victory cry 
 
This, the power of the cross   Christ became sin for us 
Took the blame, bore the wrath   We stand forgiven at the cross 
 
Oh, to see my name written in the wounds 
For through Your suffering I am free 



Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live 
Won through Your selfless love 
 
This, the power of the cross   Son of God slain for us 
What a life! What a cost!    We stand forgiven at the cross 
 
This the power of the cross    Christ became sin for us 
He look the blame, bore the wrath    We stand forgiven at the cross 
 
 
 
 

WE RESPOND 
 
 
THANK OFFERING  
 
 
OFFERING SONG 
 
   What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
  What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
  What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of bliss 
  To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul. 
  To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 
  To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;   
  To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
  To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I Am, 
  While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; 
  While millions join the theme, I will sing.  
 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
 
P:  Let us pray together. 
 
C:  From morn till eve, in all I do, I’ll praise You, Christ, my treasure 
To sacrifice myself for You, shall be my aim and pleasure. 
My stream of life shall ever be, a current flowing ceaselessly, 
Your constant praise outpouring.   



I’ll treasure in my memory, O Lord, all You have done for me,  
Your gracious love adoring.  
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
 
  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY.  Living Hope is hosting the spring rally of the Rocky 
Mountain Circuit of Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS) on Saturday April 30th.  If you would like 
to help, please speak to Sharon H or Judi S.   
 
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT.  Evangelism Team.  The Evangelism Team 
focuses on sharing the message of Jesus with those outside of the family of 
Living Hope.  They do that by creating opportunities to connect with the 
community, inviting the community to our events and services, working 
with other ministries, and visiting visitors.  They use face to face visits, text 
messages, postcards, popcorn invites, and social media.  The members of 
the team include Jack S., Jay L., Paul L., & Laurie D., and others.  
 
How you can help:  Join the team (The Evangelism Team needs more members), pass on contact info for those 
who might be looking for a church.    
 
Upcoming Events:   

• Community Easter Invite Party – Saturday, 2 April at 10 am.  Lunch Provided.  Speak with Jay L. for 
more info. 

• Easter Egg Maze on Saturday, 16th April 2022.   
 
HELP for UKRAINE.  We are sending supplies to our Lutheran brothers and sisters in Ukraine.  The items 
they have requested:  Medical Supplies, First Aid kits, tourniquets, elastic bandages, bed sheets, blankets, and 
bath soap.  Deadline is Sunday, 3rd April.  For more information, speak with Ms Jay Lore.   
 
 
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE. 
Palm Sunday – 10 April, 9 am 
Maundy Thursday – 14 April, 7 pm 
Good Friday – 15 April, 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

SHARING HOPE 
March Item:  Canned Fruit 
All donations are welcome. 
Next Food Distribution:   
Next month’s item:  Breakfast 
Foods 
 

EASTER!! 
Breakfast at 8:30 am. 

Easter Egg Hunt at 9:15 am. 
(children only, Mr. Desroches) 

Worship at 10 am. 



EASTER BREAKFAST.  Every year to celebrate the Resurrection Jesus and our salvation, the Fellowship Team 
hosts a breakfast before worship.  Everyone is invited to attend.  If you would like to help prepare the meal, 
there is a sign up sheet in the back of the church.   
 
 
SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK. 
 
Sunday March 27                                
9:00  am    Worship 
10:30 am          Sunday School, Youth &   
                            Adult Bible Class 
11:30 am          Confirmation Class     
 
Tuesday         March 29 
6:00 pm           Building Team 
 
Wednesday   March 30 
5:45 pm           Steel Pan Practice 
7:30 pm           Choir Practice        
 
Thursday March 31 
9:00 am            Small Group 2 @ McDonalds 
 
Saturday         April 2 
10:00 am          Community Easter Invite  
                            Party 
 
Sunday             April 3                                       
9:00  am    Worship 
10:30 am          Sunday School, Youth &   
                            Adult Bible Class 
11:30 am          Confirmation Class 

 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
 

• Palm Sunday – Choir.  10 Apr. 

• Fellowship Team.  10 Apr. 

• Couples’ Club at Bouchers’.  10 Apr. 

• Maundy Thursday Worship.  14 Apr. 

• Good Friday. 15 Apr. 

• Easter Set Up.  16 Apr. 

• Easter Egg Maze.  16 Apr. 

• Easter – Pans of Hope, Choir. 17 Apr. 

• Member Care Team.  26 Apr. 

• LWMS Rally at LHL. 30 Apr. 

• Confirmation.  1 May. 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING SONG   Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness 
 
Jesus, Your blood and righteousness, My beauty are, my glorious dress; 
Mid flaming worlds, in these arrayed, With joy shall I lift up my head. 
 
Bold shall I stand in that great day – Who can a word against me say? 
Fully through You absolved I am, From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 
 
Lord, I believe your precious blood, Which at the very throne of God 
Forever will for sinners plead, For me – e’en for my soul – was shed. 
 
Lord, I believe were sinners more, Than sands upon the ocean shore, 
You have for all a ransom paid, For all a full atonement made. 
 
When from the dust of death I rise, To claim my mansion in the skies, 
E’en then this shall be all my plea:  Jesus has lived and died for me. 
 
Jesus, be worshipped endlessly!  Your boundless mercy has for me, 
For me and all your hands have made, An everlasting ransom paid. 
 
 


