
13 March 2022 
Liturgy:  Alas and Did 
Pianist:  Erin Clark 
 
THEME:  Becoming Righteous…by compensating with society. 
 
So a celebrity does something seen as unrighteous…supports the wrong cause, says the wrong 
thing, or goes the wrong place.  Maybe years ago in a tweet…maybe last week during an 
interview…it doesn’t really matter.  What do they do?  Can they ever come back? Can they ever be 
made righteous again in the eyes of society?  What if they gave more, supported the right causes, 
said the right things, ‘liked’ the correct posts?  What about then? 
 
We have been studying righteousness and how we become (or more accurately, how we are made) 
righteous.  We are studying this because it is Lent.  The season of repentance and reflection that 
leads us to Calvary and the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  We are made righteous entirely through the 
cross of Jesus.  There is no other way.  As Christians we know this, but sometimes when we lose our 
focus, we begin to follow the ways of the world.   
 
Today we ask, “Can we make up for our unrighteous through proper societal choices?  Can we 
become righteous by compensating with society?”   
 
 
 
 
SONG    Rock of Ages 
 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, From Thy riven side which flowed 
Be of sin the double cure:  Cleanse me from its guilt and power. 
 
Not the labors of my hands can fulfill Thy law’s demands. 
Could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone. Thou must save and Thou alone. 
 
Nothing in my hands I bring, Simply to Thy cross I cling; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress, helpless look to Thee for grace. 
Foul, I to the fountain fly – Wash me, Savior, or I die! 
 
 

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
 
P:  We worship this morning in the name of the Father. 
C: Who gave us our life through His almighty power. 
P:  And in the name of the Son. 
C:  Who redeemed our life with His precious blood. 



P:  And in the name of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Who gave us eternal life through faith in Christ. 
 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
P:  Come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfector of our faith, Who for the joy set 
before Him, endured the cross in spite of the shame.   
 

Alas, and did my Savior bleed 
And did my sovereign die 
Would He devote that sacred head  
For such a one as I. 

 
P:  But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 
that brought us peace was on Him and by His wounds we are healed.   
 
  Was it for crimes that I had done 
   He groaned upon the tree. 
    Amazing pity, grace unknown 
    And love beyond degree.   
 
 
P:  About the sixth hour, darkness came over the whole land, for the sun stopped shining.  And the 
curtain of the temple tore in two.  Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Father, into Your hands I commit 
My spirit.”  When He had said this, He breathed His last. 
 
     Well might the sun in darkness hide 
            And shut its glories in 
            When Christ, the mighty Maker died, 
            For His own creatures sin.  
 
P:  Praise the Lord, o my soul, and forget not all His benefits – Who forgives all your sins and heals 
all your diseases. 
 
  Thus might I hide my blushing face 
   While His dear cross appears 
   Dissolve my heart in thankfulness 
   And melt my eyes to tears. 
 
P:  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer yourselves as living sacrifices, 
holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship. 
 
  But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
   The debt of love I owe 
   Dear Lord, I give myself away  
   ‘Tis all that I can do.   
 
 



 
LENTEN CONFESSION 
 
C:  Dear Savior, I have come to the foot of the cross many times in the past year with my load of sins.  
Once more I come, admitting that I am a sinner since birth, even from the time I was conceived.  
Once more I bring my load of transgressions against God’s holy law and place it on You.  Help me, 
dear Jesus, during this season of Lent, to understand what great love You have shown to me in 
carrying all my burdens to the cross.  Give me the will and the desire to turn from my sin.  Give me 
the faith and courage to take up whatever cross You give me, and follow You, day by day, to life 
eternal. Amen. 
 
P:  Christ Himself carried our sins in His body to the cross. It is by His wounds that you have been 
healed. 
 
C:  Amen 
 
 
 
 

GOD SPEAKS 
 
 
NOTE:  After each reading… 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
LUKE 22: 47-62 
  

47 While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of 
the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are 
you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 

49 When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike 
with our swords?” 50 And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. 

51 But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him. 
52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, who 

had come for him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs? 53 Every 
day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—
when darkness reigns.” 

54 Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter 
followed at a distance. 55 And when some there had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard 
and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 56 A servant girl saw him seated there in the 
firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.” 

57 But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. 
58 A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” 
“Man, I am not!” Peter replied. 
59 About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a 

Galilean.” 



60 Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the 
rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word 
the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” 62 
And he went outside and wept bitterly. 
 
 
 
 
HYMN  Let Us Ever Walk  With Jesus 
 
Let us ever walk with Jesus, follow His example pure.  
Flee the world which would deceive us, and to sin our souls allure. 
Ever in His footsteps treading, body here, yet soul above,  
Full of faith and hope and love, let us do the Father’s bidding,  
Faithful Lord, abide with me.  Savior, lead; I follow Thee. 
  
Let us also die with Jesus.  His death from the second death,   
From our soul’s destruction, frees us, quickens us with life’s glad breath. 
Let us mortify, while living, flesh and blood and die to sin,  
And the grave that shuts us in, shall but prove the gate to heaven.  
Jesus, here I die to Thee, there to live eternally. 
 
Let us gladly live with Jesus; since He’s risen from the dead, 
Death and grave must soon release us.  Jesus, Thou art now our head. 
We are truly Thine own members; where Thou livest, there live we. 
Take and own us constantly, faithful Friend, as Thy dear brethren. 
Jesus, here I live to Thee, also there eternally.  
 
 
 
SERMON  Becoming Righteous…by compensating with society. 
 
 
  
 (a sermon based on Matthew 6: 1-4 & Romans 3: 27-31) 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 6: 1-4 
 

1 “Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, to be seen by them. If you do, 
you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received 
their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done 
in secret, will reward you. 
 
` 



Romans 3: 27-31 
 

27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of observing the law? 
No, but on that of faith. 28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the 
law. 29 Is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, 30 since 
there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through that 
same faith. 31 Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law. 
 
 
HYMN  Jesus Your Blood and Righteousness 
  
Jesus, Your blood and righteousness, My beauty are, my glorious dress; 
Mid flaming worlds, in these arrayed, With joy shall I lift up my head. 
 
Lord, I believe were sinners more, Than sands upon the ocean shore, 
You have for all a ransom paid, For all a full atonement made. 
 
Jesus, be worshipped endlessly!  Your boundless mercy has for me, 
For me and all your hands have made, An everlasting ransom paid. 
 
 
 
 

WE RESPOND 
 
 
THANK OFFERING  
 
   What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
  What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
  What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of bliss 
  To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul. 
  To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 
 
  
PRAYERS 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
 
 
P:  Let us pray together. 
 
C:   From morn till eve, in all I do, I’ll praise You, Christ, my treasure 

To sacrifice myself for You, shall be my aim and pleasure. 



My stream of life shall ever be, a current flowing ceaselessly, 
Your constant praise outpouring.   
I’ll treasure in my memory, O Lord, all You have done for me,  
Your gracious love adoring.  

 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
COUPLES’ CLUB.  All married couples are welcome.  Desroches’ home.  Fellowship, study (sometimes), and 
food.  This afternoon at 5 pm.   
 
YOUTH GROUP.  Take a look at our new board! The youth have posted pictures of all the fun things we have 
been doing this year. We will keep this updated for everyone's enjoyment and communication. Join us as we 
continue on our journey with Moses. Today we will finish watching The Prince of Egypt and compare the 
movie to scripture. Let's see how close this movie is to the bible! Save the date, 3/18/2022 Escape Room, 
meet at the church @ 6PM and we'll go have some fun! 
 
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT.  Finance Team.  The Finance Team oversees the finances of the congregation.  They 
serve by counting and depositing offerings, tracking individual contributions, tracking offerings to the 
building fund and other ministries, paying bills, budget management, credit card management, working with 
individual ministry team’s budgets, generating reports to the Leadership Team, and general financial 
oversight.  Members of the team include Laura J., Bill M., Mary Kay M., Tammy J., and others.  
 
How you can help:  We need Counters…a couple more people to count the offering after worship.   
 
This morning during the announcements, Ms Laura will walk us 
through a demonstration of online giving.   
 
 
 
UKRAINE UPDATE from Pastor Neumann.   

 
Yesterday, after our morning Bible class, Bishop Horpynchuk and I had our regular Thursday 

conversation. I had invited World Mission Board Administrator Larry Schlomer, Director of World Mission 
Operations Stefan Felgenhaur, and Synod President Mark Schroeder to join us. They did and we had an 

SHARING HOPE 
March Item:  Canned Fruit 
All donations are welcome. 
Next Food Distribution:  Mar 26 
Next month’s item:  Breakfast 
Foods 
 



informative and beneficial conversation. We, the WELS, stand ready to aid the ULC with relocation expenses, 
finding places outside of Ukraine to house their Pastors, and assist with food and fuel costs if necessary. Because 
of the instability of the banking system in Ukraine, Bishop told us to keep the money here, they would use up their 
emergency funds, and we can reimburse those at a later date. That’s our plan, but as you know plans change 
quickly in times of war. 
 

We are asking for donations, and that the donations be sent to WELS Synod, World Missions, earmarked 
for Ukraine. All gifts that come into that fund will be used exclusively for Ukraine aid. Here is a quick link if you 
wish to give a gift.  Please note, in the dropbox above the red “add gift” scroll down to Ukraine and click on 
Ukraine. 
  
https://community.wels.net/page.aspx?pid=365 

 
 
 
SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 
 
Sunday March 13                                
9:00  am    Worship 
10:30 am          Sunday School, Youth &   
                            Adult Bible Class 
11:30 am          Confirmation Class     
5:00 pm            Couples’ Club 
 
Wednesday   March 16 
5:45 pm           Steel Pan Practice 
7:30 pm           Choir Practice         
 
Thursday March 17 
9:00 am            Small Group 2 @ McDonalds 
 
Friday              March 18 
6:00 pm            LHYG – Escape Room 
 
Sunday             March 20                                       
9:00  am    Worship 
10:30 am          Sunday School, Youth &   
                            Adult Bible Class 
11:30 am          Confirmation Class 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE. 
 
• Food Distribution.  26 Mar. 
• Palm Sunday – Choir.  10 Apr. 
• Maundy Thursday Worship.  14 Apr. 
• Good Friday. 15 Apr. 
• Easter. 17 Apr. 
• Pans of Hope, Choir.  17 Apr. 
• Choir Sings. 17 Apr. 
• LWMS Rally at LHL. 30 Apr. 



• Mother’s Day.  8 May. 
• Nebraska District Convention.  6-8 June. 
 
 
CLOSING SONG  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 
When I survey the wondrous cross , On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
See, from His head, His hands, His feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a tribute far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all. 


