
6 March 2022 
Liturgy:  Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 
Pianist:  Dawn Punke 
THEME:  Becoming Righteous…by ignoring the real issue. 
 
We are in the season of Lent.  Lent leads us to the cross of Jesus Christ, and makes it clear how far 
short of God’s righteousness we have fallen and clear how much God loves us.   
 
This Lent we are going to study the idea of righteousness.  We all want to be in the right.  We want 
to be seen as virtuous…in our interaction with others, but especially before God.  The problem is 
that we have this sinfulness.  We know it, and we know that it keeps us from being 
righteous….virtuous.  So how do we become righteous? 
 
Our sinful nature does all that it can to lead us to find our righteousness outside of Jesus Christ.  It 
says things like: We don’t need Jesus.  We are virtuous on our own.  We are pretty good.   And it 
finds ways to convince us to find our righteousness outside of Jesus.  We see it in the way that 
society behaves, and unfortunately as Christians, we sometimes fall into the trap and begin to 
search for righteousness apart from Christ.   
 
There is really only one way to become righteous, and that is only if God makes us righteous.  The 
search to become righteous leads us inevitably to the Cross.   
    
 
SONG  My Hope is Build on Nothing Less 
 
My hope is built on nothing less  
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;  
I dare to make no other claim  
but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.   
 
Chorus:   On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;  

All other ground is sinking sand.   
 
When darkness veils His lovely face,  
I rest on His unchanging grace;  
In every high and stormy gale,  
my anchor holds within the veil.  Chorus. 
 
His oath, His covenant and blood  
Support me in the raging flood;  
When every earthly prop gives way,  
He then is all my hope and stay.  Chorus. 
 
When He shall come with trumpet sound,  
Oh, may I then in Him be found,  
Clothed in His righteousness alone,  
faultless to stand before His throne.   
 
Chorus:   On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;  

All other ground is sinking sand.   



 

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
P:  We worship this morning in the name of the Father. 
C: Who gave us our life through His almighty power. 
P:  And in the name of the Son. 
C:  Who redeemed our life with His precious blood. 
P:  And in the name of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Who gave us eternal life through faith in Christ. 
 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
P:  Come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfector of our faith, Who for the joy set 
before Him, endured the cross in spite of the shame.   
 
  Alas, and did my Savior bleed 

And did my sovereign die 
Would He devote that sacred head  
For sinners such as I. 

 
 
 
P:  But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 
that brought us peace was on Him and by His wounds we are healed.   
 
  Was it for crimes that I had done 
   He groaned upon the tree. 
    Amazing pity, grace unknown 
    And love beyond degree.   
 
P:  About the sixth hour, darkness came over the whole land, for the sun stopped shining.  And the 
curtain of the temple tore in two.  Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Father, into Your hands I commit 
My spirit.”  When He had said this, He breathed His last. 
    

  Well might the sun in darkness hide 
            And shut its glories in 
            When Christ, the mighty Maker died, 
            For His own creatures sin.  
 
P:  Praise the Lord, o my soul, and forget not all His benefits – Who forgives all your sins and heals 
all your diseases. 
 
  Thus might I hide my blushing face 



   While His dear cross appears 
   Dissolve my heart in thankfulness 
   And melt my eyes to tears. 
 
P:  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer yourselves as living sacrifices, 
holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship. 
 
  But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
   The debt of love I owe 
   Dear Lord, I give myself away  
     ‘Tis all that I can do.   
 
 
 
 
 
LENTEN CONFESSION 
 
C:  Dear Savior, I have come to the foot of the cross many times in the past year with my load of sins.  
Once more I come, admitting that I am a sinner since birth, even from the time I was conceived.  
Once more I bring my load of transgression against God’s holy law and place it on You.  Help me, 
dear Jesus, during this season of Lent, to understand what great love You have shown to me in 
carrying all my burdens to the cross.  Give me the will and the desire to turn from my sin.  Give me 
the faith and courage to take up whatever cross You give me, and follow You, day by day, to life 
eternal. Amen. 
 
 
P:  Christ Himself carried our sins in His body to the cross. It is by His wounds that you have been 
healed. 
 
 
 
 
 

GOD SPEAKS 
 
 
 
NOTE:  After each reading… 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 15: 1-20   

1Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, 2 
“Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before they 
eat!” 



3 Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? 
4 For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother’[a] and ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is 
to be put to death.’5 But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help 
their father or mother is ‘devoted to God,’ 6 they are not to ‘honor their father or mother’ with it. 
Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition. 7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right 
when he prophesied about you: 

8 “‘These people honor me with their lips, 
      but their hearts are far from me. 

9 They worship me in vain; 
      their teachings are merely human rules.’” 

10 Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand. 11 What goes into 
someone’s mouth does not defile them, but what comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles 
them.” 

12 Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you know that the Pharisees were 
offended when they heard this?” 

13 He replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the 
roots. 14 Leave them; they are blind guides. If the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.” 

15 Peter said, “Explain the parable to us.” 
16 “Are you still so dull?” Jesus asked them. 17 “Don’t you see that whatever enters the 

mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? 18 But the things that come out of a 
person’s mouth come from the heart, and these defile them. 19 For out of the heart come evil 
thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 20 These are what 
defile a person; but eating with unwashed hands does not defile them.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN  Nailed to the Cross 
 
When I stand accused by my regrets  
And the devil roars his empty threats 
I will preach the gospel to myself  
That I am not a man condemned,  
For Jesus Christ is my defense. 
 
     Chorus My sin is nailed to the cross.   

My soul is healed by the scars. 
The weight of sin I bear no more.  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord. 

 
When my doubt and shame hang over me 
Like the arrows of the enemy 
I will run again to Calvary 
That rugged hill of hell’s defeat 
My fortress and my victory. 
 
     Chorus My sin is nailed to the cross.   

My soul is healed by the scars. 



The weight of sin I bear no more.  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord. 

 
     Bridge It is finished, sin is vanquished.   

Hallelujah, praise the Lord. 
All the glory, all the honor  
To my Savior, Christ the Lord.  Repeat 

 
When I stand before the throne at last, 
His blood will plead my innocence.   
I will worship Him with holy hands  
And raise the song that never ends. 
Of Jesus Christ my righteousness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON  Becoming Righteous…by ignoring the real issue. 
 
 (a sermon based on 2 Peter 3: 10-13 & Romans 3: 25-26) 
 
 
 
 
2 Peter 3:10-13 

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.  
11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought 
to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day 
will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 
But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home 
of righteousness. 
 
Romans 3: 25-26 

25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood—to be received 
by faith. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins 
committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so 
as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 
 
 
 
HYMN  Amazing Grace 
  
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see! 
 
The Lord has promised good to me; His Word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be, As long as life endures. 



 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; 
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, And grace will lead me home. 
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise, Than when we’d first begun. 
 
 
 

WE RESPOND 
 
 
THANK OFFERING  
 
 
 
   What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
  What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
  What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of bliss 
  To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul. 
  To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 
  To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;   
  To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
  To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I Am, 
  While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; 
  While millions join the theme, I will sing.  
 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 
 
 
 
INVITATION & EXPLANATION 
 
 
 



 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 
M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night He was betrayed took bread, when He had given thanks, He 
broke it. He gave it to His disciples saying, “Take and eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of Me.” 
 
Then, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it all of you. This cup is 
the new covenant of My blood poured out for you for the forgiveness of all of your sins.  Do this 
whenever you drink it in remembrance of Me.” 
 
M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
 C:   Amen. 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER. 
 
 
 
HYMN  Chief of Sinners Though I Be   
 
Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me, 
Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine, I am His and He is mine! 
 
Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, higher than the heav’ns above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea, lasting as eternity, 
Love that found me – wondrous thought! -- Found me when I sought Him not. 
 
Only Jesus can impart comfort to a wounded heart: 
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n,  Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 
Faith and hope to walk with God in the way that Enoch trod. 
 
Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is all in all to me.   
All my wants to Him are known; all my sorrows are His own.   
Safe with Him in earthly strife, I await the heav’nly life. 
 
Strengthen me, O gracious Lord, by Your Spirit and Your word. 
When my wayward heart would stray, keep me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need supply while I live and when I die. 
 
 
HYMN  Christ the Life of All the Living 
 
Christ, the Life of all the living, Christ, the Death of death our foe, 
Who, Thyself for me once giving, To the darkest depths of woe – 
Through Thy suff’rings death, and merit, I eternal life inherit. 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 



 
Thou, ah, Thou has taken on Thee, Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 
Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, O Thou sinless Son of God! 
Thus didst Thou my soul deliver, From the bonds of sin forever.  
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 
Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, That from pain I might 
be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse thee – Thence I gain 
security. 
Comfortless Thy soul did languish, Me to comfort in my 
anguish. 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 
Then, for all that wrought my pardon, For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 
For Thine anguish in the garden, I will thank Thee evermore, 
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 
For that last triumphant cry, And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
LENT.  The season where we walk with Jesus to the cross and see His great love for us but also the great cost 
of our salvation.  Lent started on 2 March.  
 
 Theme:  Becoming Righteous… 
   By dumbing down 
   By ignoring the real issue 
   By compensating in society 
   By compensating with God 
   By justifying our actions 
   By changing my identity 
 
 
COUNTERS.  The Finance Team is looking for two more counters – people who count and record the offering 
each week.  It is not a commitment for every Sunday since we will have multiple teams.  If you are interested, 
please speak with Laura J., Bill M., or Mary Kay M.  
 
LWMS RALLY.  Living Hope will host the spring rally for the area Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society on 
30th April.  They focus on supporting our missions in the US and overseas.  Ms Judi S. and Ms Sharon H. are 
coordinating the rally.  Speak to them if you want to help.  
 
 

SHARING HOPE 
March Item:  Canned Fruit 
All donations are welcome. 
Next Food Distribution:  Mar 26 
Next month’s item:  Breakfast 
foods 
 

SHARING HOPE 
March Item:  Canned Fruit 
All donations are welcome. 
Next Food Distribution:  Mar 26 
Next month’s item:  Breakfast 
foods 
 



UKRAINE UPDATE from Pastor Neumann.   
 
Yesterday, after our morning Bible class, Bishop Horpynchuk and I had our regular Thursday 

conversation. I had invited World Mission Board Administrator Larry Schlomer, Director of World Mission 
Operations Stefan Felgenhaur, and Synod President Mark Schroeder to join us. They did and we had an 
informative and beneficial conversation. We, the WELS, stand ready to aid the ULC with relocation expenses, 
finding places outside of Ukraine to house their Pastors, and assist with food and fuel costs if necessary. Because 
of the instability of the banking system in Ukraine, Bishop told us to keep the money here, they would use up their 
emergency funds, and we can reimburse those at a later date. That’s our plan, but as you know plans change 
quickly in times of war. 
 

We are asking for donations, and that the donations be sent to WELS Synod, World Missions, earmarked 
for Ukraine. All gifts that come into that fund will be used exclusively for Ukraine aid. Here is a quick link if you 
wish to give a gift.  Please note, in the dropbox above the red “add gift” scroll down to Ukraine and click on 
Ukraine. 
  
https://community.wels.net/page.aspx?pid=365 
 
MINISTRY TEAM HIGHLIGHT.  The Member Care Team helps Pastor S. and the elders care for the 
individual spiritual needs of the congregation.  They are available for visits, prayers, and ministry questions.  
They have also recently started to learn about end of life things such as wills, medical directives, and funeral 
planning.  Team members are Judi S., Maria H., Sharon H., Elry W., and Ted C. 
 
 

  
Schedule for the week 
 
Sunday March 6                                
9:00  am    Worship 
10:30 am          Sunday School, Youth &   
                            Adult Bible Class 
11:30 am          Confirmation Class 
 
Wednesday   March 9 
5:45 pm           Steel Pan Practice 
7:30 pm           Choir Practice         
 
Thursday March 10 
9:00 am            Small Group 2 @ McDonalds 
 
Sunday             March 13                                       
9:00  am    Worship 
                            Financial Presentation 
10:30 am          Sunday School, Youth &   
                            Adult Bible Class 
11:30 am          Confirmation Class 
 
 
Save the Date 
 
• Pans of Hope plays.  13 Mar. 
• Food Distribution.  26 Mar. 



• Palm Sunday – Choir.  10 Apr. 
• Maundy Thursday Worship.  14 Apr. 
• Good Friday. 15 Apr. 
• Easter. 17 Apr. 
• Pans of Hope, Choir.  17 Apr. 
• Choir Sings. 17 Apr. 
• LWMS Rally at LHL. 30 Apr. 
• Mother’s Day.  8 May. 
• Nebraska District Convention.  6-8 June. 
 
 
 
 
CLOSING SONG   Jesus Paid It All 
 
I hear the Savior say, “Thy strength indeed is small,  
Child of weakness watch and pray, Find in Me thine all in all.” 
 
Chorus:  Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe; 
  Sin had left a crimson stain, 

He washed it white as snow. 
 
Lord, now indeed I find, Thy pow’r and Thine alone 
Can change the leper’s spots, And melt the heart of stone.  Chorus: 
 
For nothing good have I, Whereby Thy grace to claim 
I’ll wash my garments white, In the blood of Calvary’s lamb.  Chorus: 
 
And when before the throne, I stand in Him complete, 
“Jesus died my soul to save.”  My lips shall still repeat.  Chorus: 


