
March 2nd, 2022 
Liturgy:  Alas!  And Did… 
Pianist:  Kristin Sternhagen 
THEME:  Becoming Righteous…by Dumbing Down. 
 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent.  Ashes to remind us that we are dust and to dust we 
will return.  Ashes as a symbol of repentance.  Lent leads us to the cross of Jesus Christ, and makes it 
clear how far short of God’s righteousness we have fallen… So how we become righteous?   
 
We want to be in the right.  We want to be seen as virtuous…in our interaction with others, but 
especially before God.  The problem is that we have this sinfulness.  We know it, and we know that 
it keeps us from being righteous…virtuous.   
 
Our sinful nature does all that it can to lead us to find our righteousness outside of Jesus Christ.  It 
says things like: We don’t need Jesus.  We are virtuous on our own.  We are pretty good.   And it 
finds ways to convince us to find our righteousness outside of Jesus.  We see it in the way that 
society behaves, and unfortunately as Christians, we sometimes fall into the trap and begin to 
search for righteousness apart from Christ.   
 
There is really only one way to become righteous, and that is only if God makes us righteous.  The 
search to become righteous leads us inevitably to the Cross.      
 
 
 
SONG  Glory Be to Jesus 
 
 
Glory be to Jesus, Who in bitter pains  
Poured for me the lifeblood, from His sacred veins. 
 
Grace and life eternal in that blood I find; 
Blest be His compassion, infinitely kind. 
 
Blest through endless ages, be the precious stream 
Which from endless torments did the world redeem. 
 
Abel’s blood for vengeance, pleaded to the skies, 
But the blood of Jesus for our pardon cries. 
 
Oft as earth exulting, lifts its praise on high, 
Angel hosts rejoicing make their glad reply. 
 
Lift we, then, our voices, swell the mighty flood; 
Louder still and louder, praise the precious blood! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
P:  We worship this morning in the name of the Father. 
C: Who gave us our life through His almighty power. 
P:  And in the name of the Son. 
C:  Who redeemed our life with His precious blood. 
P:  And in the name of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Who gave us eternal life through faith in Christ. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
P:  Come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfector of our faith, Who for the joy set 
before Him, endured the cross in spite of the shame.   
 

Alas, and did my Savior bleed 
And did my sovereign die 
Would He devote that sacred head  
For such a one as I. 

 
P:  But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 
that brought us peace was on Him and by His wounds we are healed.   
 
  Was it for crimes that I had done 
   He groaned upon the tree. 
    Amazing pity, grace unknown 
    And love beyond degree.   
 
P:  About the sixth hour, darkness came over the whole land, for the sun stopped shining.  And the 
curtain of the temple tore in two.  Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Father, into Your hands I commit 
My spirit.”  When He had said this, He breathed His last. 
 
     Well might the sun in darkness hide 
            And shut its glories in 
            When Christ, the mighty Maker died, 
            For His own creatures sin.  
 
P:  Praise the Lord, o my soul, and forget not all His benefits – Who forgives all your sins and heals 
all your diseases. 
 
  Thus might I hide my blushing face 
   While His dear cross appears 
   Dissolve my heart in thankfulness 
   And melt my eyes to tears. 
 
P:  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer yourselves as living sacrifices, 
holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship. 



  But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
   The debt of love I owe 
   Dear Lord, I give myself away  
   ‘Tis all that I can do.   
 
 
 
 

GOD SPEAKS 
 
 
NOTE:  After each reading… 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM 6   
 
1 Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger 
    or discipline me in your wrath. 
 
2 Have mercy on me, Lord, for I am faint; 
    heal me, Lord, for my bones are in agony. 
 
3 My soul is in deep anguish. 
    How long, Lord, how long? 
 
4 Turn, Lord, and deliver me; 
    save me because of your unfailing love. 
 
5 Among the dead no one proclaims your name. 
    Who praises you from the grave? 
 
6 I am worn out from my groaning. 
All night long I flood my bed with weeping 
    and drench my couch with tears. 
 
7 My eyes grow weak with sorrow; 
    they fail because of all my foes. 
 
8 Away from me, all you who do evil, 
    for the Lord has heard my weeping. 
 
9 The Lord has heard my cry for mercy; 
    the Lord accepts my prayer. 
 
10 All my enemies will be overwhelmed with shame and anguish; 
    they will turn back and suddenly be put to shame. 
 



 
 
 
 
ISAIAH 53 
 
1Who has believed our message 
    and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 
    and like a root out of dry ground. 
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 
    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, 
    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom people hide their faces 
    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 
4 Surely he took up our pain 
    and bore our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by God, 
    stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
    and by his wounds we are healed. 
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
    each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed and afflicted, 
    yet he did not open his mouth; 
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 
    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 
    Yet who of his generation protested? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living; 
    for the transgression of my people he was punished.  
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 
    and with the rich in his death, 
though he had done no violence, 
    nor was any deceit in his mouth. 
10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 
    and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin, 
he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 
    and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. 
11 After he has suffered, 
    he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 
    and he will bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,  



    and he will divide the spoils with the strong,  
because he poured out his life unto death, 
    and was numbered with the transgressors. 
For he bore the sin of many, 
    and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 
 
 
HYMN  Jesus I will Ponder Now 
 
Jesus, I will ponder now, On your holy passion; 
With your Spirit me endow, For such meditation. 
Grant that I in love and faith, May the image cherish 
Of your suff’ring, pain, and death, That I may not perish. 
 
 Make me see your great distress, Anguish, and affliction, 
 Bonds and stripes and wretchedness, And your crucifixion; 
 Make me see how scourge and rod, Spear and nails did wound you, 
 How for them you died, O God, Who with thorns had crowned you. 
 
If my sins give me alarm, And my conscience grieve me, 
Let your cross my fear disarm; Peace of conscience give me. 
Help me see forgiveness won, By your holy passion. 
If for me he slays his Son, God must have compassion! 
 
 
 
SERMON  Becoming Righteous…by Dumbing Down. 
 
 (a sermon based on Matthew 5: 17-20 & Romans 3: 21-24) 
 
Matthew 5: 17-20 
 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them. 18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished. 19 Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others 
to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches 
these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your 
righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 
 
 
Romans 3: 21-24 
21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and 
the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe. There is no difference, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 



HYMN  Nailed to the Cross 
  
When I stand accused by my regrets  
And the devil roars his empty threats 
I will preach the gospel to myself  
That I am not a man condemned,  
For Jesus Christ is my defense. 
 
     Chorus My sin is nailed to the cross.   
My soul is healed by the scars. 
The weight of sin I bear no more.  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord. 
 
When my doubt and shame hang over me 
Like the arrows of the enemy 
I will run again to Calvary 
That rugged hill of hell’s defeat 
My fortress and victory.  Chorus 
 
     Chorus My sin is nailed to the cross.   
My soul is healed by the scars. 
The weight of sin I bear no more.  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord. 
 
     Bridge It is finished, sin is vanquished.   
Hallelujah, praise the Lord. 
All the glory, all the honor  
To my Savior, Christ the Lord.  Repeat 
 
When I stand before the throne at last, 
His blood will plead my innocence.   
I will worship Him with holy hands  
And raise the song that never ends. 
Of Jesus Christ my righteousness 
 
 
 
 

WE RESPOND 
 
 
THANK OFFERING  
 
   What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
  What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
  What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of bliss 
  To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul. 
  To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 



  To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;   
  To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
  To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I Am, 
  While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; 
  While millions join the theme, I will sing.  
 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
LENTEN CONFESSION 
 
P:  In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets are hidden. 
Amen. 
 
C:  O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy, 
      and in your faithfulness, come to my relief. 
      Do not bring your servant into judgment, 
      for no one living is righteous before you. 
      Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails. 
      Do not hide your face from me, for I have put my trust in you. 
      Show me the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul. 
     Teach me to do your will, for you are my God. 
 
C:  Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I have sinned 
against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I 
have not loved others as I should. I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry 
for them. 
 
P:  Jesus says to his people: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.” His death paid for the 
guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe this? 
 
C:  Yes, I believe. 
 
P:  Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured that you are a 
dear child of God and an heir of eternal life. 
 
 
C:  O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you answered me. I thank you for the love you have 
shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior. Through him you have rescued me from the guilt of my sin and 
given me the peace of forgiveness. Help me fight against temptation, correct whatever wrongs I can, 
and serve you and those around me with love and good works. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen. 



 
P:  Go in peace. The Lord be with you. 
 
 
 
 
THE SACRAMENT 
 
 
INVITATION & EXPLANATION 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 
M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night He was betrayed took bread, when He had given thanks, He 
broke it. He gave it to His disciples saying, “Take and eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of Me.” 
 
Then, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it all of you. This cup is 
the new covenant of My blood poured out for you for the forgiveness of all of your sins.  Do this 
whenever you drink it in remembrance of Me.” 
 
M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
 C:   Amen. 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER. 
 
 
  HYMN  Just as I Am, without One Plea   
 
Just as I am, without one plea     But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,   O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, though tossed about   With many-a conflict, many-a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without,   O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;   Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find,   O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,   Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe,   O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
 
  HYMN  I Lay My Sins on Jesus 
 
I lay my sins on Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God;  
He bears them all and frees us, From the accursed load. 



I bring my guilt to Jesus, To wash my crimson stains 
White in His blood most precious, Till not a spot remains. 
 
I lay my wants on Jesus; All fullness dwells in Him. 
He heals all my diseases; My soul He does redeem. 
I lay my griefs on Jesus, My burdens and my cares; 
He from them all releases; He all my sorrows shares. 
 
I rest my soul on Jesus, This weary soul of mine. 
His right hand me embraces; I in His arms recline. 
I love the name of Jesus, Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 
Like fragrance on breezes, His name abroad is poured. 
 
I long to be like Jesus:  Meek, loving, lowly mild; 
I long to be like Jesus, The Father’s holy child. 
I long to be with Jesus, Amid the heavenly throng, 
To sing with saints His praises, To learn the angels’ song. 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 CLOSING SONG   The Power of the Cross 
 
Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day   
Christ on the road to Calvary 
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, Then     
Nailed to a cross of wood 
 
CHORUS  This, the power of the cross     
Christ became sin for us 
Took the blame, bore the wrath     
We stand forgiven at the cross 
 
Oh, to see the pain written on Your face     
Bearing the awesome weight of sin 
Every bitter thought, every evil deed 
Crowning Your bloodstained brow   Chorus 
  
Now the daylight flees, now the ground beneath 
Quakes as its Maker bows His head 
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life 
‘Finished!’ the victory cry   Chorus 
 
Oh, to see my name written in the wounds 



For through Your suffering I am free 
Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live 
Won through Your selfless love   
 
This, the power of the cross   Son of God slain for us 
What a love! What a cost!    We stand forgiven at the cross 
 
This the power of the cross    Christ became sin for us 
Took the blame, bore the wrath    We stand forgiven at the cross 


